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It does not seem to admit of doubt that
the gemeral policy of the law is opposed to
all restraints upon liberty of individual
action which are jnjurious to the interests
of the State or community. It must not be
forgotten that the community has a material
interest in maintaining the rules of fair
dealing between man and man.

Lord Macknaghton summed up the position
in these words—

The true view at the present time, ¥
think, is this: The public have an interest
in every person’s carrying on his trade
freely. So has the individual. All inter
ference with individoal liberty of action in
trading, and all restraints of trade of them
selves, if there i3 nothing more, are c¢on
trary to public policy and therefore void.
There is the general rule. But there are
exccptions. Restraints of trade and inter-
ference with individnal liberty of action
may be justified by the speecial eireum.
stances of a particular ease. It is a suf-
ficient justification if the restriction is
reasonable . . . that is in reference to the
interests of the partiez concerned and
reasonable in reference to the intcrests of
the publie, so framed and so guarded as to
afford adequate protection to the party in
whose favour it s imposed, while at the
same time it is in no way injurious to the
public. That, I think, is the fair result of
all the authorities.

These oulside municipalities sueh as Clare-
mont and Cottesloe have the right to come in
and say, ‘‘the agreement between the Gov-
ernment and the Fremantle Tramway Board
may be good as between those parties, bnt it
is infringing upon our rights, and therefore
is void as against vs.’” That is why the re-
port of the gelect committee ia perfectly con-
sistent. The agreement is good as between
the parties, and is void only as regards out-
gide hodiea

Question put, and a division taken with
the following result:— ’

Ayes .. .- S b |
Noes . .. .. 6
Majority for 5
AYES.
Hon. F. A. Baglin f Hon, A. Lovekln
Hon, H. Boan Hon. Q. W. Mlles
Hon. J. Dultell Hon. H. Seddon
Hon. J. Ewing Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott
Hon. V. Hamersley Hon. J. J. Holmes
Hon. E. H. Harris {Teller.)
NOEB.
Han. H. P. Colebatch Hon. E. Rose
Hon. R. J. Lynn Hon, H. Stewart
HMon. J. M. Mactarlane
Hon. J. Nicholson (Teller)

Question thus passed.

House adjourned at 6.20 p.m.
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER took the Chair
at 2.30 p.m, and read prayers.

QUESTION—AVONDALE ESTATE.

Hoen, P, COLLIER asked the Premier: 1,
What was the price paid per acre by the
Government for the repurchased Avondale Es-
tate situated at Beverley? 2, How many acres
have been sold and what is the selling price
per acred
- The PREMIER replied: This question can
best be angwered by a return, which I hope
to Iay on the Table at the next sitting.

QUESTION—STORMWATER DRATNS,
FREMANTLE.

Hon, W. €. ANGWIN (for Mr. Gibson)
agked the Minister for Works: 1, What is the
capital cost of each stormwater drain in the
Fremantle municipality? 2, What is the
amount of revenue received by the Govern-
ment by way of stormwater rate for each of
the above drains? 3, How long does the Gov-
ernment intend te place that charge oen the
ratepayers?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
This information shounld have been asked for
in the form of a return. It will take some
time to prepare, but will be got ready as
quickly as possible,

QUESTICN—PUBLIC SERVICE APPEAL
BOARD.

Mr, HUGHES asked the Premier: 1, Hag
he read the report of the Public Service Com-
missioner in which, discussing the Public Ser-
vice Appeal Board, he stated inter alia on
page 5:—*‘One of the difficulties to be con-
tended with is the jrresponsibility of evidence
given by some witnesses called from ountside
the service. My representative may obtain
exeellent evidence as to salaries paid outside
the service fo place before the board, but is
met with a refusal to allow information given
to him to be used publicly, whereas appellants
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brought witnesses whe had no hesitation—
sometimes with very scanty knowledge of the
officer 's work—in expressing the opinion that
the officer appealing was considerably under-
Paid; sucrh evidence in some instances being
given hy men who had business relationships
with the departmernt in which the appellant
was em loyed’’? 2, Will he make inquities of
the Prhlic Service Commissioner for the pur-
pose of ascertaining whether the Commis-
sioner co-s‘ders that there has heen collusion
between persons from outside the service giv-
ing cviden e and those officers of the service
on whose b-half such evidemee has heen given?

The PREMFIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, The
matter has been referred to the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner for his attention.

QUESTION—CATTLE IMPORTATIONS.

Mr. J. H. SMITH (without notice) asked
the Minister for Agriculture: 1, Ts it cor-
reet, as T have been informed from different
sources, that cattle from the Eastern States
has been brought here during the last two
months, and are now grazing in the Bruns.
wick distriet? 2, If this is correct will the
Minister exnlain why the regulation restrie-
tions have been broken? s, Has any dry
stock arrived from the Eastern States at
any time within the last two months?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1, No stock has been imported
from the Eastern States for the last 12
months other than for stud purposes. 2 and
3, Answered by No. 1.

SELECT COMMITTEE—SOLDIER
SETTLEMENT.

Extension ot time,

On mofion by Mr. Wilson the time for
bringing up the report was extended until
the 20th December.

BILL—ESPERANCE NORTHWARDS
RAILWAY EXTENSION.

Read a third timne and tranamitted to the
Council.

BILL—HOSPITALS.
In Committee.

Resumed from the previous day; Mr.
Angelo in the Chair; the Colonial Secretary
in eharge of the Bill

Clause 39—Hosgpital trust fund:

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I move
an amendment—

That in line 2 the word ‘‘trust’’ be
struck out and ‘*Minister’’ inserted in
lieu,

Amendment put and p=ssed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clause 40—Contributious to trust:

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. P. COLLIER: I hope this clause will
be struck out.

The Premier: What will be tbe good of
the Bill?

Hon. P. COLLIER: There will still be
left the machinery eclauses. This eclause
sceks to impose a tax of 14d. in the £1 upon
all incomes, without regard to exemptions
except those for pensiomers. It is an
iniquitous form of taxation. The principle
of having taxation for specific purposes ia
wrong. If it were sound in this case, it
wounld be equally sound to tax for the main-
tenance of every department of State. It
is a departure from the recognised prineiple
of raising revenue.

Point of Order.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: I rise to a point of
order. Subelause 1 reads—

Every person in receipt of income,
salary or wages shall contribute to the
fund an amount caleulated at such rates
not exceeding 1d. for pound as Parlia-
ment may from time to time declare and
enaet in respect of all such income, salary
or wages.

Tre Constitution Act as passed last session
provides—

Bills imposing taxation shall deal oaly
with the imposition of taxation, and any
provision therein dealingy with any other
matter ghall be of no effect.

The Chairman: Before giving my decision
I would like to hear the arguments which
the Mirister in charge of the Bill has to
offer on this point.

The Premier: I understand that the part
of this clause to which the member for
Neorth-East Fremantle objects, is Sub-
clause 1. But when this Bill passes, it will
be necessary to bring down another Bill
imposing the tax. The present Bill does
not impose a tax. It merely says that the
tax_shall not exceed 1d. in the pound of
ineome,

Hon. T. Walker: I am sorry I cannoi fol-
low the Premier’s argument. This Bill
makes the imposition of the tax positively
imperative. There 48 no avoidanee. No
provision is made for any subsequent con-
firmation or ratification. The subelaunse
says ‘‘shall contribute.’”’ The tax is im-
posed here; the assessment from time to
time is left to Parliament. The subclanse
i3 clearly mandatory, and therefore imposes
a tax.

The Premicr: But a tax could not be eol-
leeted under this clause,

Hon. T. Walker: The .ax e¢ould not be
collected without this elause, All that is
left subsequently to Parliament is to assess
the tax. '

The Premier: Parliament may say a
farthing in the pound.

Hon. T. Walker: But the burden, what-
ever it may be, is plaeed upon the people by
this subelause. The Constitotion Aects
Amendment Act of last session refers to
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fBille imposing taxation.’’ This subclause
imposes a tax of some kind. No person in
Western Australia ean escape it, The
thing could not be more emphatic.

The Minister for Mines: On our Bill files
we have measures dealing with taxation,
containing clauses framea similarly to the
clause now under discussion. Clause 2 of
the Land and Income Tax Asgessment
Amendment Bill says—

If the income chargeable of any person,
together with income received by him in
respeet of tbe dividends of a company,
subject to duty under the Dividerd Duties
Act, 1902, amounts during the year next
preceding the year of asscssment to such
a sum asg if it were all income chargeable
would be liable to fincome tax at a rate
exceeding 1s, 3d. in the pound.

There the amount is fixed, but the tax is not
imposed. A further measure is necessary to
impose the tax. The same thing applies here,
This i3 an assessment Bill, and without a
second measure the tax could not be collected.

Hon. P. Collier: But the Land and Income
Tax Asscssment Amendment Bill, seeing that
it deals with nothing but taxation, would not
be out of order under the point raised by the
member for North-East Fremantle.

The Minister for Mines: Last year’s mea-
sure amending the Constitution provides that
a Bill to impose a tax and collect it from the
ratepayer shall deal with that subject, and
that subjeet only.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Act does not
say ‘‘impose and collect.”’ It says omly
“‘impose.’’

The Minister for Mines: If we did not
pass a subsequent Bill to impose land and
income tax this year, then, notwithstanding
the Land and Income Tax Assessment Amend-
ment Aect, we could not collect any revenue.
Exactly the same thing applies here. A Bill
must be introduced to impose the taxation.
The SBolicitor-General, in drafting this Bill,
was fully aware of the point, as is evid-nt
from a minute of his saying that the Bill
might be questioned on that point.

Hon. P. Collier: Whilst we have the great-
est regard for the opinion of the Solicitor-
General, that officer, after all, is not the final
authority unon our Constitution. I believe it
is on record that nt least once in his long
official career the Solicitor-Genera! haz been
mistaken in his interpretation of an Aet of
Parliament. T have it in mind that at least
once his views in that connection were not
endorsed by the courts of the land. The Min-
ister for Mines has guoted the Land and In-
come Tax Assessment Act and contends that
hecause it econtaina worda similar to those in
the subelanse under discussinn, the Bill can-
not be out of order. That is entirely false
reasoning so far as the point raised is con-
eerned. The member for North-East Fre-
mantle relies on the wording of Subsection 7
of Section 2 of the Constitution Act Amend-
ment Aet, 1921, which sets out that Bitls
imposing taxation shall deal only with the im-
poritirn of taxation. The point taken by the
Minister regarding the Land and Income Tax
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Agsessment Act cannot stand because that
measure deals only with taxatiom, whereas the
J.{oripitala Bill deals with other matters as
well,

The Minister for Mines: The Act imnposes

taxation; this does not. Does the Bill im-
pose taxation?
Hon, W. U. Angwin: Of course it does,

The Minister for Mines:
General says it does not.

Hon, P. Collier; It cannot be guestioned
that the Bill dJdoes not deal with taxation
alone.

The Minister for Mines:
impose ta»ation.

Hon. P. Collier: It does, in that it will be
imperative upon the House, should the clause
be agreed to, to impose taxation. The clavse
initiates taxation and the tax will have to bo
imposed. TIn those eircumstances, I contend
that the clause does impose taxation.

The Minister for Mines: If the Bill were
passed to-day, no tax could be levied until
another Bill had been brought before the
Chamber,

Hen, W. C. Angwin: My point has heen
rut elearly by the member for Kanowna and
the Leader of the Orposition. The Bill deals
with matters in addition to taxation. The
elause states that every person in receipt of
an income shall contribute to the fund an
amount ecalculated at such a rate not excesd-
ing 1d. per pound as Parliament may from
time to time declare and enact. .

The Minister for Mines: There you are!

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Under that clause,
the Bill does impose taxation.

The Premier: Not at all.
very well.

Hon., W. C. Angwin: The Land and In-
eome Tax Assesyment Act imposes taxation
only. The Bill says what tax shall be paid.

The Premier: Yes, when Parliament says
so in another Bill

Hon, W. C. Angwin: The Bill is contrary
to the Conatitution Act Amendment Act and
I ask for a ruling,

The Chairman: The hon. member contends
that the Bill ia not in order, because of Sub-
section 7 of Seetion 2 of the Constitution Aet
Amendment Act passed last year. That sub-
section reads—

Bills imposing taxation shall deal only
with the imposition of taxzation, znd any
provision therein dealing with any eother
matter shalt be of no eifect.

In my opinion, no tax can be paid under the
Bill any more than a tax could be paid under
the Land and Imcome Tax Assessment Act
without another measure being introdnced
which we know as the Land and Tneome Tax
Act. In the Land and Income Tax Assess-
ment Aet, 1907, Section 9 reads almost simil-
arlv tn the clause under dis-ussion. It is as
follows:—

Sobieet to the provisions of this Act
there shall be levied and paid to the Com-
missioner for the use of His Majesty, at
the tines and in the manner hereinafter
directed, a land tax at such rate as Parlia-

And the Solicitor-

But it does not

You know that



2084

ment shall from time to time declare and
enact per pound sterling of the assessed
" value of all land sitvate in Western Aus-
tralia.
The Bill provides in the subelause under dis-
cussion as follows:—

Every person in receipt of income, salary,
or wages shall contribute to the fund an
amount ealevlated at such rate not exceed-
ing one penny per pound as Parliament
may from time to time declarc and enact in
respect of all such income, salary or wages.

In my opinion, the clause ouly provides the
scale on which the tax is to be levied. It
specifies the maximum tax to be levied and,
therefore, I rule it is not a Bill imposing
taxation but one that provides merely the
scale on which taxation shall be levied. A
subsequent Bill will have to he introduced to
give effect to that provision so that the tax
can be colleeted. In the circomstances, I role
that the Bill iz in order.

Disgent from Chairman’s ruling.
Hon, W, C, Angwin: I move—

That the Chairman’s ruling he dissented
from.

The grounds on which X move are that the
Hospitals Bill imposes a tax contrary to Sub-
section 7 of Section 2 of the Constitution Aet
Amendment Act, 1921, as the Hospitals Bill
deals with other matters.

[The Deputy Speaker resumed the Chair.]

The Chairman reported the dissent from
hig roling. _

Hon, W, C. Angwin: Clause 40 provides
that any person in receipt of income, salary
or wares shall contribute to the fund. The
Constit ‘tion Act as amended last session pro-
vides, in Subsection 7 of Section 2, that
Bills imnosing taxation shall deal only with
the imposition of taxation, and that any pro-
visiona t" erein dealing with any other matter
shall be of no effect. It has been said that
the Hosnitals Bill is similar to the Land and
Tneome Tax Assessment Aet. But that Act
deals exclusively with taxation, and has to be
followed by the Land and Income Tax
Act providine what the tax shall be. The
Hospitals Bill deals with other matters he-
sides taration.

Hon. T. Walker: Indeed, the other matters
are the chief matters.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I maintain, therefore,
that the Hogpitals Bill is contrary to the
Constitetion Act Amendment Act of 1921

The Minister for Mines: The whole point
hinees on the question of whether the Hos-
pitals Bill imposes a tax. If, because of the
Iang-age of Clanse 40, it imposes a tax, then
the Tand and Income Tax Assessment Act
alao imposes a tax. Nobody knows better
than the hon. member that it does nothing of
the gort, that it merely provides the machinery
for assessing a tax. The Hospitals Bill is
orly the machinery for imposing a tax. Be-
fore that tax can be levied, it will be neces-

[ASSEMBLY.)

sary to Lring down another Bill. The bon.
wember knows that is the position.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I know that this Bill
imposes 2 tax.

The Minister for Mines: Then so also does
the Land and Income Tax Assessment Aet—
which is nonsense, for it has to be dome by
A separate Act. The Hospitals Bill does not
imposge a tax, and so it does not come under
tho Constitution Aet.

Hon, T. Walker: The Minister will not
deny that the Land and Income Tax Assess-
ment Aet is a taxation measure. That being
su, it is perfeetly right that language of the
kind employced in Clause 40 of the Hospitals
Bill should appear in that Act, hecauwse it
is a taxation measure and it deals with no-
thing but taxation. That is the point. The
language employed in Clauss 40 would be in
order in a taxation measure dealing with
nothing hut taxation.

Mr. Money: But to come under the Con-
stitution Aet, the Bill must impose a tax.

Hon. T. Walker: The Bill laye down the
extent of the tax.

The Minister for Mines: But it does not
impose tavation. :

Hon, T. Walker: The Land and Income Tax
Asscgsment Act deals with nothing but taxa-
tion,

Mr. Money: That is not the point.
point ig the finposition of a tax.

Tion. T. Walker: The Hogpitals Bill im-
poses a tax, but before the tax materialises
we shall require another Bill. Still, the Bil}
imposes a tax. Tt is the first stage in the
imposition of taxation.

Mr. Latham: Could the tax be ecollected
withont another Bill%

Hon. T. Walker: One is the complement
of the other. Tn many instances geveral steps
are necessary, one being only the complement
to tho other.

Mr. Money: But this is not complete. There
is no imposition.

Hon, T. Walker: True, it is not complete,
but it is a necessary step.

Mr. Latham: Only the bettom one.

Hon. T. Walker: It is the essential one.

The Colonial Secretary: One step does not
take you very far.

Hon. T. Walker: Never mind how far it
may take you, it is part and pareel of the
thing.

The Colonial Secretary: It is ineffective by
itself.

Hon. P. Collier: You ecould not have got an
the second rong of the political ladder had
you not heen on the first.

Hon. T. Walker: Tt is here declared that
every person in receipt of income, salary or
wages ghall contribute to the fund. There is
the foundation. This hinds Parliament to
take a further step for the completion of the
imposition of taxation.

The Minister for Mines: Under your read-
ing of the Constitution Act, Clause 40 of the
Bill is in order, and the rest of the Bill is
ont of order,

The
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Hon. T. Walker: Clause 40 has no right
te be in a Bill dealing with other matters.

The Minister for Mines: You are upaide
down. You are declaring the one legitimato
Yoint in the Bill to be the one wrong point.

Hon. T. Walker: The Constitution Aet
reads, ‘‘Bills imposing taxation shall deal
only with the imposition of taxation, and any
provision therein dealing with any other mat-
ter shall be. of no effect.”’

The Miniater for Mines: There you are!
On your own showing Clause 40 is the only
legitimate elause in the Bill

Hon. T. Walker: This is the only clause
on which the point ¢an be raised. If the
Clause be struck out, the rest of the Bill will
be in order; but if the clause remains, the
rest of the Bill will be of no effect.

The Minister for Mines: Therofore this
elause is in order.

Hon, T. Walker: No, this is toking the
firgt step in the imposition of taxation.

Hon. P. Collier: And a mighty bie step.

Hon. T. Walker: A Bill containing this
clause must deal with matters of taxation.
Tf there he any matter affecting taxatien in
a Bill, the rest of the Bill not dealing with
taxation ig null and void.

The Minister for Mines: Then yon are
raiging your point of order on the wrong
clause.

Ton. T. Walker: It is the only point at
which it can be raised. How could we tell
until we came to the clause whether the Bill
imposed taxation or not? This clanse takes
the firat step towards taxation. The efauge
appeats in a measure which is not a taxation
measure like an Income Tax Bill. An Tn-
eome Tax Bill is purely a taxzation measure,
and therefore a clause of this kind would be
harmonions in it, but where the rest of the
Bill i3 extraneous to that clanse, it nullifies
the Bill.

The Minister for Mines: It does not im-

pose a tax,
Hon. T. Walker: It is out of order in the
Bill, The latter portion of the clause only

renders the first portion more emphatic. Tt
must deal with taxation only. If it deals
with more, it is not worth a snap of the
fingers.

The Minister for Mines:
Bill to impose a tax.”’

Hon. T. Walker: And this Bill is a first
step in that direction.

The Minister for Mines interjected.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: T wish the Minister
would shut up.

Hon. T. Walker: A man -vho puts a razor
to another man’s throat and draws blood
takes the first step towards murder.

The Minister for Mines: He would not
bave committed murder.

Hon. T. Walker: It is part of the pro-
eess. This is part of the process of impos-
ing taxation, a link in the chain, one of the
essentials to the imposition of taxation.

Mr. Harrison: This is the razor which
has not been applied.

e
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Hon. T. Walker: It says ‘‘every person
shall contribute’’ up to 1d. in the pound,
That is a very strong application. This ap-
pears in a Bill which does not deal wholly
with taxation, and therefore it iz out of
order in a Bill which ia ulterior to taxation
and a portion of which is for other purposes
entirely.

Mr, Money: There is a test which might
be applied by the member for Kanowna. Let
there be an attempt under Clause 40 to col-
lect what he says is a tax, and what would
be the answer? 'The answer would be,
"Wait until it is imposed. It is not yet im-
posed.*’

Hon. T. Walker: That ia not a test.

Mr. Money: Subsection 7 of Bection 2 of
the Act of 1921 states that Bills imposing
taxation shall deal only witl the imposition
of taxation, and any provision therein deal-
ing with any other matter shall be of no
effect. The point would arise when a mea-
sure imposing taxation was Lrought down if
that measurg included anything else. It is
as yet too early to raise the point, because
this measure does not impose tazation. We
must interpret it reasonably. Any tax im-
posed is collectable. No tax could be col-
lected under Ciause 40, becanse the provision
would be incomplete. Parliament would first
have to decide to impose the tax, and Par-
liament has not yet decided it.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: The clause definitely
states that every person in receipt of income
shall contribute to the fund an amount not
exceeding 1d.

Mr. Money: DRead the balance of the
clange which stipulates when Parliament so
orders.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: T am doubiful as te
that. The hon. member would take a case
in the eourt if I refused to pay my tax. He
would argue pretty foreibly that the meagsure
Inid an obligation on me to contribute to tho
fund.

Mr. Moncy: When Parliament imposes it.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: That is not a point
the hon. member would take in a court. He
wonld argue that the law clearly 1aid down
that every person shall contribute, and, so
long as the tax does not exeeed 1d. it iz col-
Jectable. This clause really imposes n tax.
Parliament can vary the amount, but that is
the only difference.

The Premier: That i3 the
want.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
posed under this Bill.

The Premier: It only declares the form
of tax.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
person shall contribute.

My, Money: It not only fixes the amount,
but adds ‘‘as Parliament may dealare and
enact.’’

Hon. W. C. Anpwin: 'The clause i3 com-
trary to the Constitution Aet Amendment
Act because it comtsins other matter. The
kan, member said I was premature in raising
the point. This is the first time a Bill of
this kind has been introduced since the pass-

admission we

But the tax 13 im-

But it says every
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ing of the Constitution Aet Amendment of
1921. I want to assist the Colonial Seere-
tary in getting the other provisions of the
Bill through,

The Colonial Seeretary: That is the spirit.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I do not wish to
gee the Bill declared of no effect after it has
left us.

The Premicr:
ean be no Bill,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Clause 40 jmposes
a tax and contains other matters contrary to
the Constitution Ac¢t Amendment Act.

The Deputy Speaker: The member for
North-East Fremantle, in the course of his
argument, said the Land and Income Tax
Asgessment Act provided a tax. I am forti-
fied in the decision I am about to give by
the fact that when the Federal Income Tax
Asggessment Bill was before the Senate in
1915, it was dealt with as an ordinary Bill
and not as a Bill imposing taxation,

Hon. W, C. Angwin: I did not say that.

The Deputy Speaker: 1 understood the
hon. member to say that.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: No, T referred to
the question of taxation only.

The Deputy Speaker: A message was re-
turned from the Scnate to the House of Rep-
resentatives requesting coneurrence in the
amendments made, bot not requesting them,
The Land and Income Tax Assessment Aect
does not impose taxatiom, but provides a
seale of taxation which- i3 imposed by the
Land Tax and Income Tax Act. In my
judgment, therefore, the ruling of the Chair-
man of Committees must be upheld.

Hon, W, C, Angwin: The decision is quite
opposed to the reasons.

The Minister for Mines: From nur point
of view, the reasons are extrancous.

If there is no moncy, there

Committee resumed.
Clause 40—Contribntions to trust:

Hon. P. COLLIER: When the point of
order was raised, I was dealing with the ques-
tion of imposing a tax under this Bill. This
is an antigquated method of raising taxation.
This clause appears in the Bill and the Bill
has been introduced because the Government
find themselves in need of additiona’ revenue.
The revenue for the year is not sufficient to
enable them to carry on the services of gov-
ernment, and they propose to raise an ad-
ditional £123,000. The proper and recog-
niged method of raising taxation should have
been adopted by the Government when they
found themselves in need of more money.
They should have brought down a Bill deal-
ing with taxation generally, amending the ex-
isting statutes so that the additional amount
of revenue required might be obtained. The
question of taxation should be confined to
taxation Bills and not extended to a measnre
of this deseription. TFor more reasons than
one, the Government refraized from adopting
that eourse. Tn the first place, it wonld have
been well known to the public that the Gov-
ernment were increasing taxation and se, to
avoil any hostility which might have been
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engendered towards the Government, they
decided to adopt this method under the guise
of a Hospitals Bill. There is no reference in
the Title to taxation and taxation is the sole
rezson for the Bill. TUnder the Title of a
Hospitals Bill, the Government seck by a sub-
terfuge to raise an additional £123,000 a
year by way of taxation. This metbod is not
justifiable, Why do not the Government
amend the Land and Income Tax Arsessment
Bill, and by that means provide for raising
additional money?

The Premier: T do not know so much about
that, T do not know that we would get it
through.

Hon, . COLLIER: If members are will-
ing te give the Government authority ubnder
this Bill to raise £123,000, why would they
not give the same authority under another
Bill? Yesterday they declared-—although it
involved a loss, according to the Premier, of
£70,000 a year—that no married person in re-
ceipt of less than £200 a year should be
liable for taxation, and no single person in
receipt of less than £100 a year. Are they
going to stultify themsclves to-day and say
that every person in the State, irrespective of
ineonie, ahall he subject to taxation under this
Bill? Tt would be ahsurd, illogical and un-
reasonable to act in that way., Even a washer-
woman earning 153, a week must pay under
this Bill

The Uolonial Secretary:
cmpt.

IHon. P, COLLIER: No. A girl in re-
eeipt of 23, 6d. a week would pay.

Mr. Money: That would he too small an
amount from which to make the deduction.

Hon. . COLLIER: The cash could be col-
lected monthly or quarterly as the ease may
be. No doubt the ingenunity of some members
would be capable of devising means of ex-
tracting the tax even from an income of 2a.
6d. a week,

Mr, Mann: We had this in mind yester-
day.

Hon, . COLLIER: Was the hon. member
rrepared to give something away yesterday,
30 that he might take it back to-dav?® This is
2 miserable, eontemptible and paltry subter-
fuge wnder the guise of sentiment. It may be
good sentiment, but it is not sound economics.

My, Teesdale: Is it the principle to which
youn object? It cannot be a financial loss up-
on anyone.

Hen. P. COLLTER: T object to both, Al-
though yesterday we deelared that 4 man in
receipt of under £200 a year should pay no
tax, under this we propose te make him pay
16a. 8il.

Mr, Teesdale: Ts that not something every-
body would like to do? People do not care
to be dependent upon charity.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Xinety-five per cent.
of these people would not get anv free ser-
vice, They would still be liable to pay for
their treatment in the hospital.

Mr. Mann: If they can afford it.

Hon, P. COLLIER: There is no other
form of taxation in this State ir which the
man in reeeipt of a small income pays in the

She would be ex-
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same proportion to the manm in receipt of a
large income. A man earning £5,000 a year
will pay only at the eguivalent rate of the
man in receipt of 10s. a week.

The Premier: At 10s. he would not pay
anything.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, he will,

Mp, Teesdale: This ought to be cleared
up. One member says it will and the other
saya it will not do so.

Hou, P, COLLIER: The RBill says that
people shall pay to the nearest peund. This
does not affect the principle,

The Premier: It does.

Hon, ¥, COLLIER: The small wage
earner will actually pay more than the equi-
valeat paid by the rich man,

Capt. Carter: He will get something for
that which he pays.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That assumes that
every taxpayer will be a charge upon the
Government for hospital attention.

Capt. Carter: It is possible to get it, but
it is not possible for the man on the hlgher
rate to get it.

- Hon. P. COLLIER: The Government hope
to extract another £123,000 from the people
under the guise of sentiment.

Mr. Latham; Tt is for a good purpase.

Hon. P. COLLIER: What a ridieculous and
nonsengical interjection, Will the hon., mem-
ber say that the money raised for educatlon,
or for maintaining the Claremont Asylum is
not used for a good purpose?

Mr. Latham: A man has to pay for services
if he can afford them.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Are we raising money
and spending it in a way that is not for a
good purpose. The purpose for which the
money is to be used does not enter into the
argument. This is a wretched, m:serable,
paltry, contemptible form of taxation. The
days of special taxation for specific purposes
have long gone by. The recognised prineiple
of taxing is to impose taxation by way of
land tax, income tax, dividend tax, and so
forth, thereby raising ‘sufficient funds for the
administration of the country. Did anyone
ever hear of such a retrograde step as making
every employer in the Btate a tax gatherer?
The taxation under this Bill would require
the elaborate machinery of a special depart-
ment in order to ensure that every person
liable to pay the tax paid it, and that every
employer did the things imposed on him hy
the Bill.

The Colonial Secretary: The wages sheets
would be open to imspection.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Minister’s inter-
jection shows how costly the administration of
the measure would be, How many inspectors
of wages sheets would be needed?

The Colonial Secretary: There is only one
inspector under the Stamp Act.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is mere grama-
phone information, which I am not going to
accept. The Minister should make bhimself
reasenably sequainted with the features of
his Bill. To say that one inspector would
suffice to check the wages sheets of all the
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cmployers in the State from Wyndbam to
Eucla is positively absurd.

The Colonial Secretary: He could check
them from time to time,

Mr, Mann: Every employer puts in a re-
turn of his employees to the Taxation De-
partment.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am not contending
that a cheek is impracticable. What 1 con-
tend is that the check will prove most costly.

Mr, Maun: But the inspector would not
need to travel all’ over the Siate.

Mr. Money: It would be the same as with

receipt stamps to-day. Receipts are not in-
spected, but the stamps are used by cvery-
bhody.
Hon. P. COLLIER: The question of re-
ceipt stamps is a difterent matter altogether.
Even if the taxotion under this Bill could be
collected without any additional cost, the
whole principle of it is wrong. The proposed
method of taxing is antiquated and ridienlouns,
Members in touch with the working classes
know of thousands of caszes of men struggling
on lesg than £4 2 week, and finding themselves
unable te give their children the food they
ghould have. I know what a struggle thous-
ands of householders in ecasual employment
have in the metropelitan area, men getting
three days’ work per weck. How are such
men in a position to pay this tax? Xven if
the amount is only 16s. 8d. per year, that
amount would irequently mean the diference
between a child getting a pair of boots or
going barefooted for another week, The
member for Leederville szid some time ago
that a person with a higher inecome would
not benefit from the public hospitals. But
such a person benefits as well as the humble-
and poor, because hospitals render a com-
munity service.

Capt. Carter: Then everybody gets a quid
pro quo.  That is your argument.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Yes, in the same way
as in the matter of education. That being
80, let taxpayers pay in accordance with the
recognised method, The guiding prineiple
is that a man shall not be called upon to
pay taxation unless he iz in reveipt of an
income which enables him to pay. The money
to be raised under this Bill is money required
in a general way by the Government to main-
tain the services of the State. That being
so, the ordinarily accepted methods of
raising revenue should be adopted. Let
us follow the usuzl principle of taxation
and not adopt a miserable policy of putting
a penny stamp on thé receipts for wages of
10s. a weck, and so on. I hope the “elavse
will be de]eted for it showld form no part
of a Bill of this description. There cannot
be any objection to the portions of the Bill
dealing with the maintenance and control of
hoapitals, but the taxation clause should find
no place in a Bill deseribed as a Hospitals
Bill.

The PREMIER: The Leader of the Op-
position would have the Committee believe
that he would give the people the control of
hogpitals and allow them to draw on the-
Treasury for their requirements.
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Hon. P. Collier: The Government would
have contrel, not the people.

The PREMIER: That is not so.

Hon, P, Collier: The Premier does not
know the Bill.

The PREMIER: The people will con-
trol the hospitals.

Mr. Marshall: Through their local com-
mittees?

The PREMIER: Yes.
tinue in contrel.

Hon. P. Coliier:
them at all.

The PREMIER: It will mean that the
money raised will be spent to a large ex-
tent through the local committees. I do not
objeet to paying this taxation. 1 do not
think they wish to escape taxation. They ex-
pect to pay. We shall have to look after the
ordinary purposes of government, aud there
are exemptions provided in econnection with
our taxation proposals.

Hon, P. Collier: This is
purposes of government.

The PREMIER: It is not.

Hon. P. Collier: Yes it is, just as much
a8 education and so forth.

The PREMIER; Not at all. It would be
absurd for the Committee to believe that
people objeet to paying something. Under the
amendment agreed to by the Committee, in
connection with the ineome tax proposals, it
means that the whole burden of taxation will
fall upon 18,000 people.

Mr. Marshall: It should fall on a fewer
number than that.

The PREMIER: I have no doubt the
hon. member thinks so, but when the whole
of that burden falls on only 18,000 people
we are going too far.

Mr. Hughea: Some of the 18,000 can paas
it on.

Mr. Marshall: Some of those who reeceive
an income of thousands are not too badly off.

The PREMIER: To say that 18,000
people are to pay the whole of the income
tax imposed in Western Australia is going
altogether too far. I believe in exempting
people in receipt of under £200.

Hon. P. Collier: But you voted against
the proposal last night.

The PREMIER: Yes, because we were re-
lieving people drawing up te £800.

Hon. P. Collier: You were against giving
& coneession to a man receiving £156,

The PREMIER: I am not opposed to that,
but I object to exempting a man getting
£800.

Hon. P. Collier: Tt i3 Hobson’s choice with
you. You have been made to accept it.

Mr. Mungie: Of how much will the man
getting £750 a year be relieved.

The PREMIER: The tax paid by these
people on receiving the high amounts will be
redueed fo o eonsiderable extent.

Mr, MeCallum: Are you prepared to
exempt people receiving under £200 from the
payment of ihe hospital tax?

They will con-

The Bill does not relieve

for the usual
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The PREMIER:
to exempt anyone.
willing to pay.

Mr, Marshall: You will find that a lot
of people are nmot willing to pay.

Mr. Corboy: Will you be logical and
enable the people to get free ireatment?

The CHAIRMAXN: Order! Hobp. members
musgt cease interjecting; they will have an
opportumity to speak.

The PREMIER: With the cxemption of
£40 for each child, if hon. members work out
the income tax to be paid by a man recciving
£500 a year, presuming he has four children,
they will be surprised at the resnit. The
method proposed of colleeting money for
hospitals is a fair one. It is to be paid
weekly by means of stamps, and it will be
easy to collect. It is much easier for a man
to pay the tax in small weekly instalments
than to pay a larger lomp sum once a year,
Many men contribute nothing towards the
hospitals at present, but they will have to
contribute when the Bill becomes law. I
know a great pumber of people escape the
payment of income tax, but that cannot be
helped, because we cannot find them. TUnder
the Bill, all will pay. The Bill was referred
to a select commitfee representative of all
parties, and they agreed to a tax of this
sort.

Hon. P. Collicr:
Bilt.

The PREMTER: Yes.

Hon. P. Collier: They did pot!
misrepresent the position,

The PREMTER: 1 do not intend to do so.
It capnot reasonably be expected that, in
additior to the £123,000 we desire to raise
under the Bill, the Government can spend
another £123,000 #rom general revenue.
Apart from the fact that that amount would
not be necessary, the State eould not afford
to do so. Hospitals are required in different
parts of the country, and the people whe want
hospitals are those who will welcome this
Ril! in particular. Tt will be much cheaper
for people in the country to pay a small
eontribution, such as that sugpested in the
Bill, than to face the expense of bringing a
doctor from a distant township, or else con-
veying the patient to a larger centre. The
meagure is a fair one, and the people will
welcome it, A special serviee is to be rendered
to them, and it is only reasonable that they
should be asked to pay. Hon. membera do
nnt seem to realise that the whole of the taxa-
tion raigsed is not snflicient to pay for the
free services rendered to the people.

Hen. P. Collier: Well, amend your taxa-
tion measure.

The PREMTER: We cannot tax the people
beyond their ability to pay.

Hon. P. Collier: But that is what you are
doine naw.

BMr. Marshall: That is the purpose of the

ill.

The PREMTER: XNothing of the sort.

Mr, Marshall: Tou are adonting a back-
daor system of getting taxation,

No, 1 am not prepared
I thiak they should be

Not as provided in the

Do not
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The PREMTIER: The hon. member has no
right to say that. It is a perfectly fair and
open system.

Mr. Marshall: There is no precedent in the
Commonwealth for this taration.

The PREMIER: The Bl is a perfectly
plain one. It has been before hon. members
for a long time and it can easily be under-
stoad. I do not wish to impose taxation on
men on the lower rungs of the ladder any
more than any other hon. member, but T want
to provide services for them and it is neces-
sary to bave the tax. The Federal and State
income tax is high at present. It is all very
well to say that & man in receipt of £3,000
a year is well able to pay the greater part of
the income tax, but we must realise that that
man is emnloying others and has to employ
his capital in the enterprizes necessary to
support our industries, We must remember
that that man has responsibilities that have
te be met.

Hon. P, Colhier: The man who is trying to
feed his kids has a responsibility, too.

The PREMIER: I quite agree with that.

Hon. P, Collier; Let some hon. members
try to rear families on £4 a week. ,

The PREMIER: I know it is difficult, but
I believe that the people who are getting £4
a week will not object to pay this small
amount.

Mr. Hughes: How do you know thatt

The PREMIER: T know it just as wel!l as
the hon. member.

Mr. Hurhes: I have not heard one in
favour of it.

The PREMIER: Tn any case, 1 hope the
Committee will agree to the clause.

Mr. CHESSON: I oppose the clause. 1t
is proposed to raise £123,000 by way of taxa-
tion nnder the Bill., " That will not relieve the
people at all. * In outback eountry districts
people are paying 6s. a month towards the up-
keep of their local hospital, and they have
free treatment at the institution. The clanse
will merely relieve the Government to the ex-
tent of £123,000. The Bill provides for a con-
tribution of £15,000 from the Government,
Tt means that the people in the outback dis-
tricts will have to continue their contribun-
tion of 6s. a month to maintain their hospi-
tals. The Royal Commission proposed to re-
lieve those people, but there is no provision
here in the Bill. With the carrving of the
clause, and the payment of the hosnital tax,
the people in the outback areas will have to
pay for treatment if they go to the hospitals
where, till now, they have been entifled to free
treatment for the payment of 8s, a month.
This Bill is designed to relieve the Govern-
ment and it will confer no henefit whatever
on the people. It will merely inflict a forther
burden on people who are not in a positien
to bear it.

Hon., P. COLLIER: T move an amend-
ment—

That after ‘“onc,’’ in line 3 of Sab-
clause 1, the word ‘‘half’’ be inserted.
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I tkere is to be snch an imiquitous, petti-
fogging tax as this, I propose to make it as
light as possible. Even if the amount is thus
limited, I shall not support the principle, but
shall endeavour to defeat the clause afier-
wards. The Premier said he believes every-
one is willing and anxious to pay. It is
shsurd to say that men who cannot feed,
clothe and house their families as they desire
and as they ought to be able to do, should
have to pay tazation for any purpose what-
ever, I only wish that members, who would
80 light-heartedly decree that thousands of
hiouseholders struggling to live and rear fami-
lies should pay taxation, conld be compelled
to live for a month or two in pome of the
houses, on the diet, and under the conditions
common to these people. They would soon
change their ideas.

Mr. Marshall; Thbey know nothing of the
conditions under which a hig seetion of the
community exist.

Mr, Latham: The member for Murchison is
the only one who does,

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is easy for those, so
circumstanced that they need not stint them-
sulves, to say that someons else shall pay.
When the Income Tax Assessment Bill was
before us and the clauses affecting the com-
mercial community were under conaideration,
members showed considerable keenness and
alertness,

Mr. Pickering: What about yesterday?

Hon. P. COLLIER: I have seen members
armed with typewritten opinions, drafted in
the officcs of leading King’s Counsel in the
city, as to the effect of certain amendments
when the guestion involvell was the payment
of income tax by the squatter, the pastoralist
or the big business man. Such members have
rot hesitated to move amecndments to taxa-
tion Bills in order to relieve wealthy men
from the payment of taxation.

Mr, Durack: DMembers of Parliament re-
lieve themsclves very well.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I did pot name the
hon, member. Why should he squeal? He
is one¢ of the members who come here with
typewritten amendments from leading soliei-
tors in order to relieve himself of taxation.
That is the reason why some men try to get
into Parliament. They wish to lighten the
load of taxzation on themselves and on the
section they represent.

Mr. Latham: That is not fair.

Hon, I, COLLTIER: I have seen evidence
of it, The people and posterity have been
robbed of their rights owing to the amend-
ments made to the Land Act by men who
were materially interested. The pastoral
areas have been taken away for 30 years hy
methods which would be a scandal if indulged
in in the lowest pot-house. Parliament bas
been led to aceept amendments which meant
lorge sums of money to members of the
Houre, and to the sections they represent ount-
gide the House. The keenpess with whick
taxation Bills are followed when they are
likely to affect the pockets of the wealthy
section of the community is obvions. Baut
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these same members display a laekadaisical
indifference when it is a matter of making the
wage-earner pay. Another 100,000 wage-
earners are to be affected by this taxatiom,
and the attitude of those members is one of
indifference, It ig time the people knew the
motives which actuated some men in their
desire to secure seats in the House and the
reason why some people are prepared to gpend
thousands of pounds to win an election. It
is besause of the power and influence it gives
them in legislation of this kind. They are
able to pay big fees to King’s Counsel to
draft amendments for them in order to de-
foat the objects of measures which would
make some of them pay a little more to the
taxation of the country. But when it is a
matter of taking taxation from wunfortumate
individuals receiving only £2, £3 or £4 a
week, mymbers sit back unconcerned, appar-
cntly prepared to support it. In the North-

‘West the rich pastoral areas have been
handed over:

Mr, Durack: It is good electioneering
stuff.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is true and the hon.
member is one of those who have benefited by
such legislation. He is one who has come
here armed with amendments prepared by
lawyers in the city, and endeavoured to secure
the insertion of those amendments becanse
they would benefit his own personal interests.
Whether it i3 good electioneering stuff or not,
it iz true. If the truth is good electioneering
gtuff, it will do no harm. I am astonished
that Parliament should adopt a sechoolboy's
method of imposing a tax of this kind. How
many of the people who will be called upon
tn pay it will have oeeasion to use a hospital?
¥f it is sonzht to make people pay for ser-
vices rendered them, at tax for edweation
would be justified. A larger pereentage of
the people receive the benefits of free eduea-
tion than would ever hope to receive any
benefit from a hospital. What percentage
of the 140,000 people who will have to pay
the tax will receive any benefit? A very
small percentage,

Mr. Latham: We sincerely hope they will
not need it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Of course. The hon.
member, having had the benefit of 98 a
hushel for wheat from the taxpayers of the
eountry, some of which wheat was sold to
the Germans and Japanese for Hs. a bushel,
can afford to sit back.

Mr. Latham: I have never sold a bar of
it. Yon mean those I represent and not me
personally.

Hon. P. COLLTER: When a man belongs
to a section of the eommunity who reccived
euch assistapce as was demonstrated by the
report of the sclect committee rcad yexzter-
dy, assistance to the extent of six millions
of money

Mr. Latham: And bave paid interest on
every penny. :

Hon., P, COLLIER: Many of them have
paid nothing. During recent years they have
been able to muke money because of the
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Government assistauce,  To-day they are
riding in motor ecars, and it is easy for the
hon, member to sit back and say that the
wage-earners shall pay this tazation. The
government of this couetry in recent years
has been carried on with practieally the sole
object of benefiting one scction of the com-
munity. The funetions of Government have
been utilised for the benefit of sections only,
and of mo seetion to a greater extent than
that represented by the hon. member. The
hon. member would rope in 100,000 wage-
carners and make them pay this taxation.
If we want additional revenue, let those in
receipt of the incomes pay it. The men who
have been getting 93, a bushel for their wheat
could pay.

Mr. Latham: They will pay it under this
Bil,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, and at the same
rate as the unfortunate individual who is
receiving only £2 or £3 a week.

Mr. Latham: And will get no benefit from
it.

Hon, P. COLLIER: XNinety-five per cent.
of the wage-carners who pay will receive no
benefit, either. What warrant is there for
this gratuitous assumption that every wage-
earner is going to be a pauper and to re-
ceive free service from the hospitsls? The
hon. member is adopting the attitude of a
philanthropist. The farmers are prepared to
pay some taxation to assist the wage-carners
t2» get free hospital attention!

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Twenty-thousand
wage-earners pay into friendly societies.

Ilon, P. COLLIER: A big pereentage by
raring into lodges, medical funds and benefit
sncieties make provirion for days of sickness.
On top of that those 20,000 members of
friendly societies are to be made to pay this
tax. Only a Government that have run the
State inte bankruptey and are themselves
mentally bankeupt could eonceive such a pro-
poral as this. Here is the result of six
years of Nationalism.

Mr. Piesse: Who started 4t?

Hon. P. COLLIER: It was started mainly
by the section whom the hon. member in-
terjecting represents. They started it, and
accelerated the speed of the drift. Six
vears agn the Government went into office
with a pledge to the country that the drift
wonld be stopped and the finances restored
to soundness, and all thias withont the im-
position of any additional taxation, The
result is that we have to-day a defieit of,
ronghly, six millions sterling. For the
current finaneial year we have aceumulated
in five months a deficit of £635,000.

Mr. Wilson: Who started it?

Hon. P. (OLLIER: Certainly the party
upposite are never going to stop it. Six
years of respeetable business government—
rot Bolshevist, or Beaufort-street, or head-
huntine government—hase landed us in the
presert deplorahle financial position. There
have been increases in caxation and in-
creases in the deficits, and the Government
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have now reached a stage where they
eannot carry on without taxing the
pittances of boys and girls working for
wages! Our immigration office should be
reinforced by someone from this State who
would tell the English people exactly what
the position is here. Someone should tell
the English people that if they land here
and earn even 10s. per week they will be
taxed under this measure.

Mr, Pickering: They are taxed throngh
the Customs, :

Hou. P. COLLIER: Yes, When the Pre-
mier said that only 18,000 persons in this
State paid income tax, he forgot that the
people pay practically all taxation throngh
the Customs, I have always endeavoured
to put forward the brightest side as regards
this State, hot if this kind of legislation
passes T am going to make it known out-
side Western Australia that the general
conditions of life in this community have
fallen to such a level ther the Goverament
are forced to tax the pennies of the lowest
wage earners in order to wmaintain the
hospitals. Any self-respecting Parliament
would be ashamed of such a proposal as
this Bill. The smug-facred round-bellied men
whom Mr. Hughes deseribed can stand up
and hoast of this as the richest State, with
the greatest potentialifies, to be found in
the Commonwealth. It may be true that
there is prosperity here, because in almost
every country of the world we witness side
by side extrcmes of poverty and extremes
of wealth—mansions flanked by over-
crowded hovels.

Mr, Durack: What is the reason of the
over-crowding?

Hown. P. COLLIER: It is caused largely
by the faect that some men are privileged
to hold two or three million acres of land.
If the hon. member interjecting stands for
any pelicy, it is a poliey ‘in opposition fn
making the lauds of Western Australia
avaitable to the people in amall holdings.

Mr. Durack : There is plenty of land
avaiiable.

Hon, P, COLLIER: A member represent-
ing the North-West said here two nights
ago that he was greatly disappeinted be-
cause the pastoralists of the North, holding
millicns of acres, were unwilling to make
even 5 or 10 acres available for cotton
growing. That is the poliey responsible foy
over-crowded conditions in this State. If
the proposal advocated by that representa-
tive of the XNorth-West with regard to
cotton growing were adopted, it is possible
that thousands now living vnder conditions
of over-crowding

Mr. Tirack :
millions of acres,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yee; plenty of room,
but ‘‘keep off the grass’’ so far as the
sqnatters’ holdings are coneerned,

Mr. Durack: We know it is not being
taken up.

The CHATRMAN: I must ask the mem-
ber for Kimberley to keep order.

Thern is pleaty of room,
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Hon. P. COLLIER: The most infamous
Act ever passed through this House ia thai
which onables the hon. member and others
to retain possession of their huge holdinga
for the next 30 years. The people do not
know the facts thoroughly. If they did,
they might resort to direct action with re-
gard to some members of the Parliament
which was responsible for that Aect, I
know why it is that over 50 per cent. of the
people of Vietoria are crowded into the
cities.

Mr. Piesse: You tried it on at Euecla.

flon. P. COLLTER: What did I try on at
Euela?

Mr, Piesse: You tried the squatting busi-
ness therc.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The hon, member in-
terjecting iy one of those gentlemen

Mr. Piesge: Stick to yourself.
Mr. MeCallum: That is a miserable in-
sinuation,

Hon. P. COLLIER: T will stick to the
hon. member. He is one of those double-
faced gentlemen

The CHATRMAN: Order! I cannot allow
that. That is a reflection.

Hon. . COLLIER: I will say the hon.
member is one of those gentlemen who say
in the corridor, ‘‘Yes, I agree with every
word you say. No other Government of
this State has done 80 much for the farmera
ag vour Government did.’’ He will say
that to you personally, outside, where it ecan
have no e¢ffect; but he has never been honest
enough or frank enough to say it in the
country or in the Hoonse. He is one of the
first to deny in the House what he says
ouiside to you personally.

Mr, Dhesse: Never! T have never denied
it.

Hon. P. COLLTER: I never attempted any
land monopoly at Eucla, as the hon. member
soggested.

Mr. Piesse: I did not say you 4id; I
merely said you went in for a picked spot.

Hon. P, COLLIER: The hon. member did
say it.

Mr. MeCallum: Of course, he did.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Tn the future, I shall
be glad if the hon., member will refrain from
cxpressing to me outside this Chamber the
views which he is not willing to express in-
gside. I do not desire to have his personal
assurances of support given outside, and this
display of hostility inside. I prefer a man
who is frank, not the man who has one face
for outside and another face for inside this
Chamber.

Mr. Durack interjected.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not stand for
what the hon. member stands for., I do not
advoeate employment of black and cheap
labour. T am hostile to that kind of policy.
That is a kind of nationalism the hon. member
stonds for, nationalism that will sink thia
State with black labour and that wil] bring
more wealth to him,
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The CHATRMAN: Order! I ask the hon.
member to refrain from this kind of argu-
ment.

Hon. 1. COLLIER: I intend to reply to
the interjections of the member for Kimber-
ley. [f you wish me fo keep order, you will
have to keep him quiet.

The CHAIRMAX: I ask the member for
Kimberley to refrain from making constant
and unseemly interjections,

Hon, P, COLLIER: People who stand for
the Ewmpire should net prate about bringing
in eoloured tvash to develop our areas. I was
saying that we have reached a nice pass in
this State, with all its boasted prosperity and
wealth, when we have to come down to the
yuestion of raising £120,000 by taxing people
on the bread line and below it. Girla getting
15s. » week have to pay income tax, and they
will also have to pay this tax., Domestic ser-
vants who are taxed already will under this
proposal also have to pay. And this is after
six years of the beneficent rule of national-
igm! This, too, from men with business in-
stinets! This is indicative of the deplorable
state into which the country has drifted. We
have piled vp direct taxation to the extent
of £600,000 a year; we have piled up a de-
ficit of six millions, and we have a deficit for
the five months of the current year amounting
to £635,000. Now we are poing to laonch
upon an orgy of borrowing and spending in
order to bring ws around. It is the action
of the prodigal who has disposed of his sub-
stance and who makes a desperate plunge
with the few pounds remaining, in the hope
that something may happen to enable him to
recover. We are about to spend in this almost
financially derelict country four millions; in
other words, we propose to live on that
amount of borrowed money. So long as we
ean find people willing to lend us money,
there will be a certain amount of artifieial
prosperity and it will remain while the ex-
penditure of that money goes on, and while
we are pursuing the present poliey to help to
improve the wretehed position of the finances.
Give more money to this Government to
squander! Even if the Government eould
defend this tax, T would not be prepared to
vote for it, because they have made such
wretched use of that which they have already
collected. Tn the past when Lahour was in
office, whenever a measure of taxation was in-
troduced, the gentleman who is now leader
of the Government in another place declared
that for his part he would refuse to apgree to
give any more money to what he called the
spendthrift Government to squander. So do
T now refuse to give any more money to the
present Government, or to subscribe to the
vaising of funds for & Government that has
sn denlorably squandered our substanee dur-
ing the past six vears. To give them more
money would only be to encourage them in
their reckless gallop to destruction. The
more you give them the more they will squan-
der, and the preater will be the indebtedness
of the country. The prosperity of the coun-
try has been placed in pawn; we are in pawn
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now, to a far greater extent than any State
in the Commonwealth. We have a debt per
head of the population amounting to £137,
This is about 25 per cent. greater than that
of any other State in the Commonwealth.
We are piling it up for our children and our
children’s children, who will be weighted with
interest charges on borrowed money for gen-
erations to come. In addition, we are piling
the taxes on them, If the Government can-
not carry on with the increased amount of
taxation—over £600,000 annually—let them
do the decent thing and commit political
suicide, and admit that they have failed.
Surely they can get another Government from
the 43 members on their side of the House
who could do better. They certainly eannot
do worse even if the names were put in a hat
and six Ministers selected in that manner.
I am going to use all the forms, and will
avail myself of all the privileges of the House
to prevent this iniquitous proposition becom-
ing law.

Mr. HUGHES: Ouc would think from the
debate that it is necessary for the Govern-
ment to raige £123,000 to enable them to carry
on hospital administration. Dut a referenee
to the report of the Royal Commission en hos-
pitals states that from Consolidated Revenue
lzst year, £105,000 was devoted to hospital
and medical services. Seeing that we already
raiscd last year £105,000 by ordinary taxa-
tion for those services and that it is pointed
out that with the 1d. tax £113,000 will be
vaised, this clause in the Commwission's report
is interesting. It reads—

The present cost of hospital and medieal
serviees is £105,392 per anpum, and it is
estimated that the proposed tax will pro-
duce £113,418. So that on the face of it,
the revommendation of the Commission will
produce a small amount above actual re-
fluirements,

Mr. Mann: You have to add to that, the
amount raised by subscriptions and stunts for
the Children's, Fremantle and other hos-
pitals.

Mr. HUGHES: Does the hon. member
think that if the Government raises £123,000
by means of the hospital tax, and withdraws
from the hospitals the amount wlready sub-
geribed from revenue, £105,000, that that will
do away with the necessity for cadging and
raising money by what he is pleased tec esll
stunts?

Mr, Mann: That is the proposal.

Mr. HUGHES: The hon. member is too
shrewd to be deluded into believing that if
this iz carried there will be no need for the
charitable stunta.

Mr. Latham: Tt cost £180,000 last year to
run the hospitals.

Mr. HUGHES: If it did and the Govern-
ment propose to raise £123,000, and provide
no :ubsidy or revenue, it is guite clear that
the balance will have to he raised by
charitable stnnts referred to by the memher
for Perth.

The Colonial Secretary: There will be more
money available if this is obtained by taxa-
tion,
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Mr. HUGHES: Where from?

The Colonial Seerctary: The Wooroloo
Sanatorium is cut out.

Mr. HUGHES: You will not raise £180,100,

The Colonial Secretary: The cost of hos-
pitala, less Wooroloo, last year was £86,000.

Mr. HUGHES: And now yow propose to
take from the hottom dog £123,000.

Mr. Mann: Tt is a general tax.
body will have to pay it

Mr. HUGHES: That is the objectionable
feature of it. There are to he no exemptions,
notwithstanding that the House decided the
other night that in respeet of income tax
there shonld be an exemption of £200 for mar-
ried men. The hon. member voted for that,
vet to-day he is in favour of impoging a tax
on persons earning so little as £50 per annun.
Last year we took £103,000 from revenue
for the maintenance of our hospitals. If we
deduct Wooroloo at a cost of £26,000, we still
have £79,000 to he provided through taxation.

Mr. Latham: ¥Xa, Tast yoar £30,000 came
from contributions,

The Colonial Seeretary: The cost of Wooro.
loo was a little nnder £18,000.

Mr. HUGHES: Let us ray that approxi-
mately £80,000 was taken from revenue for
the maintenance of hospitals. Tf the Gov-
ernment wish to raise £123,000 in place of
that £80,000, why do they not bring down a
taxation measure which wounld give them the
additional £43,000? Instead of doing that,
they bring down a measure which will take
from the taxpayers £1238,000. Meanwhile the
vote on the Eatimates for hospital purposes
has heen reduced by £33,000. In other words,
the real object of the Bill is to enable the
Government. to reduce their defieit by £33,000.
We are told ‘It is only a penny in the
pound’’; but a penny in the pound on £200
will produece 16s. 8d. How ean a man in
reeeipt of £200 afford to pay 16s. 8d. for
a public serviee? Members are led to believe
that & working man in hospital will not be
charged fees if he have any difficulty in find-
ing the money. From long experience of Gov-
ernment departments I know that those admin-
istering the Aet will leave no stone un-
turned to extract the fees. The Government
have told us that a penny in the pound on
wages, salaries, and incomes will produce
£123,000. Therefore, the amendment will
produce over £60,000 which, plus the con-
tribution already subscribed from revenue,
will amply mect the requirements of all
hospitals.

Mrs, Cowan: No,

Mr. HUGHES: Buf it will. Although we
ure to rajse an additional £123,000 from those
who are unable to bear taxation, we are still
to have cadging on behalf of the hospitals.

Mr. Richardson: The diffienlty about the
amendment is that it sanctions the principle
of taxation.

Hon. P. Collier; XNo, I am going to vote
apainst the whole provision afterwards.

Mr. HUGHES: 1If the hon. member wishes
to make it clear that he is not in favour of
taxation, the amendment afords him a safpty
valve.

Exery-
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Mr. Money: Why talk about taxation? The
Bill does not impose it at all.

Bon. P. Collier: Yes, it does. It fixes the
maximum. What kind of Bunbury law are
vou expounding mnow!

Mr, HUGHES: TIf the clause does not im-
pose on the working man an obligation to
contribute to the fund, what does it do?

Hon. P. Collier: It fixes the maximum.

Mr. HUGHES: If this clanse is carvied
we will not bhe in a position te bring down
an Assessment Bill providing for 1%d. tax.
The elausc provides that the tax shall be
levied and shall not exceed a certain figure.

Mr. Moncy: We counld bring ome down
for 144, tax,

Mr. IIUGHES: Tf we put the brake upon
the Government and provide for 14d. tax, we
eaneot have a Bill for a 3i{d. tax. Tt is
hetter to be sure than sorry. Tf the amend-
went is carried, members who are opposed
to the clause ean then vote that out.

Mr. LATHAM: Therc is some good in
the elanse beeause of the benefits that hos-
pitals will derive from it. It is almost im-
possible to get money from fhe Govern-
ment for the maintenance of these institu-
tions. Those immediately under the eye of
the Minister will receive the greatest hemefit
from that source.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
not show that.

Mr. LATHAM: It does. The amount of
money subseribed by the people of Meeka-
tharra and Leonora is more in proportion to
that subseribed by the people in the ecity.
The whole cost of maintaining the hospitals
last year was £180,000. If the fees and dona-
tions are dedueted the amount is reduced
to £130,000. TIf the tax is imposed we ghall
not then receive contributions from the pub-
lie. A man who earns £200 a year will pay
only 1fa. G6d., whereas the man carning
£5,000 o year will pay £20.

Mr, Hughes: Will it not f£a1l much harder
upon the £200 a year man than upon the
other?

Mr. TATHAM: The richer man does not
go near the hospitals.

AMr. Marshall: And perhaps the other does
not.

Mr. LATHAM: Hospitals were estab-
lished to provide for the sick poor.

Mr. Hughes: Why do yon not give them
the right to those bospitals?

Mr. LATHAM: There are men, who po
into hospitals, unable to pay the cost of their
maintenance. When they are afterwards con-
fronted with a bill and cannot pay they feel
they are made paupers of. Tf people were
entitled to free treatment the privilege might
be abused. Local committees will have more
sympathy for the sick poor than would some
public official. In the course of the evidencze
taken by the Royal Commission, one witness
at Leonora said—

Contributions to the hospita! should be
eompuisory on all lubonr, the omus being
on the employer to colleet it. T would
not have it based on the rateable property

Your report doca
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at all. I would make everybody who is
earning money contribute something.
A Jarrahdale witness spid—

I think legisiation shonld be introduced
to make everyone pay towards the upkeep
of hospitals in the State. As regards col-
lection, every cmployer should deduct the
amount from the wages of the employees.

A Collic witness said—

The cost of treating indigent patients
shonld be borme by the people as a whole,
and I would not object to taxation for
that purpose being imposed on the people
#g a whole. Suoch taxation should be on
a graduated scale, and thoese in the best
position to pay should pay most.

That is done under this Bill.
Hon. P. Collier: It is not.
ferring to a graduated scale.

Mr. LATHAM: The secretary of the
Meckatharra hospital said—

I wonid Jike to see a Bill which would
reach everyonc and so raise revenue in this
way. The trouble is that we are taxing
the same people the whole time when funds
are required for hospital purposes.

A Cue witness said—
The taxation as proposed, is unfair to
the ratepayer. I certainly think there is
legislation required to put hospitals gen-
erally on a better footing than they are
at the present time. I favour committee
contrel. T would faveur a tax omn all
wages, same to be earmarked for hospital
purposes, and all employers to be respon-
gible for the collection of this tax from
their employces.
This evidenee is taken from districts where
the real trouble of administration exists, and
where it has Dbeen found difficult to raise
money necessary to finance *he institutions.

AMr. Marshall: They finance themselves.

Mr. LATHAM: The Boyal Commission
thought they woull relieve the financial
troubles of these country hospitals and carry
out the wishes of those whose evidence I
have just read. The wishes of the people
are heing carried out in this Bill,

Mr. Hughes: The tax is not in accord-
ance with the desires of the working man.

Mr. Teesdale: And these are all Labour
seats,

Mr. LATHAM: Yes. One of the witnesses
whose evidence T have read s Mr. J. 8,
Jackson, president of the Collie Miners’
Union, 1t is to assist men like him that the
Royal Commisaion has reported in this way.
T do not mind paying a tax if it is equally
distributed. At present some people are giv-
ing all the time, and others are giving
nothiny, If money is colleeted in a Tump
sum it may mean a hardship upon some peo-
rle, but not if it is collected weekly or fort-
nightly. The Bl will be the means of re-
ducina  contributions that are at present
made to the hospital sick funds, and will also
do away with the pernicious system of street
cadging,

Mr. Marshall:
viding for that.

He wasg re-

But there i3 a celanse pro-
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Mr. LATHAM:
be done. ,
Hon, T. Walker: They will still earry on.
Mr. LATHAM: That may be so. There
are some people who are collecting maniacs,
and they cannot stop it. If they are not
collecting money, they are collecting pieces
of china, or stamps, or something of the sort.
I sugpest that the collection of the tax eould
be made more simple if the wages sheets
were taken and employers conld send them
in with their income tax returns. The deo-
partment would then see if the necessary
amount had been deducted, and the requisite
valuc in stamps placed on the wages sheets. '
Mr. Hughes: Who will check the sheeis
to determine whether they are righti

Mr. LATHAM: They can be checked in
the Taxation Idepartment in the ordinary
way.

Mr. Hughes:
staf?.

Mr. LATHAM: I do not think so, In
any case, the check wounld not be diffienlt.

Mr. Chesson: A lot of men get under £200,

Mr. LATHAM: I do not believe it is
possible to have an Act of Parliament that
will reach everyome, but we should reach
those that we can. References have been
made to the I.A.B. farmers, Thege people
have been penerous in their contributions,
and they have been building up their own
hospitals, with a little help from the Govern-
ment, and they have been maintainmg them
ag wel', The Lender of the OUppommon
should extend the benefits he desires for the
small wage earner to these people on the
land for T doubt if many of them, after
meeting the incidental expenses in connection
with their farms, get £52 a year for them-
selves.

Mr.
them.

Mr. LATHAM: I doubt it. These men
are in a worse position than the pooerest paid
man in the city.

Opposition Members: Nonsense!

Mr. LATHAM: That is a faet. I defy
members of the Oppesition to disprove the
statement.

Mr. Hughes:
income of £539.

Mr. LATHAM: I am not talking about
averages; 1 am talking about those men
who are in the unfortunate position of not
being able to meet their liabilities to the
Government owing to their holdings ecom-
prising a poor class of land. There are 300
of those men who are unable to meet their
liabilities to the State.

Mz, Corboy: And you will not support us
in exempting them! :

Mr. LATHAM: I say that those who ean
pay should be only too wiiling to pay their
share, so that others may receive the
benefit. If I went into a hospital I would
have to pay for the services rendered to me,
but I would not mind that so long as some-
one else was getting some henefit, We

That is not to say it will

That would mean additional

MeCallum: Tt could be applied to

Why, there is an average
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shounld put the hospitalsin a better finaneial
position. .

Hon, P. Collier: We do not object to
that, but we say it should be done by means
of a taxation measure.

Mr. LATHAM: The people are contribut-
ing to the upkeep of these institutions, and
they should not be treated as paupers.

Mr. Corboy: As the educational services
are rendered free to the people, so it should
be with kealth.

Mr. LATHAM : Then we should have
extrs taxation imposed, so that everyone
conld receive free treatment in the hos-
pitals,

Mr. Corboy: That is what we want.

Mr. LATHAM: But the hon. member does
not want it to apply to the 30,000 people
who pay income tax. We should not ask the
men on the higher salaries to pay every-
thing. The people should pet some benefit
from the services. We should have this tax
8o that it will help those who have been
strugeling along to condmct a hospital, and
relieve the position somewhat. We should be
fair in the matter.

Hon. W, €. ANGWIN: The member for
York does not underatand the attitude of
the Opposition. We realise that the hos-
pitals need more funds. We object to the
gystem proposed. We agree that more money
ghould be raised. but it should be under a
proper system of taxation. He is in error
when he suggests that we desire only the
18,000 taxpavers to contribunte the money.
Very few of those who pay income tax com-
tribute anything. A man, who is well known
to all of us, protested to his landlord, in
tonrection with what he regarded as an ex-
tortionate increzse in his rent. When he
asked that man if he did not wish to pay his
share of taxation for the protection of his
property, the landlord replied that he did not,
and that when the Commonwealth taxation
was inerersed, he would put it on to the rent.
I will not repeat the languase that the gentle-
man used in reply, beyond saving that he
intimated that such scoundrels as that land-
lord should not be allowed to live in the State.
This type of person not only passes on the
tax. but puts on a percentace for profit as
well. Most penple who pay are made the
medium for collection. That deea not apply
to evervone. T would like to see some means
devised to prevent people passing on tax-
ation.

The Premier:
it can be dome.

Hon, W, . ANGWIN: Some acheme
might e devised.

The Premier: Yon had five years in office
and could not find the way.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: We did not want
to tax; we exereised economy and care.

The Premier: We pav decent wages.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The member for
York said that the money mostly went in
the metropolitan area,

The Premier: A large proportion of it
does.

I would like to know how

2095

The Minister for Agrieulture: A number
of country people come to Perth for treat-
ment.

Hopn. W. C. ANGWIN: The figures furn-
ished by the Commission in their report
show that in the Perth and Fremantle dis-
tricts £33,530 were expended by the Gov-
ernment in 1921-22 as against £51,726 in
the districts, which were outside the metro-
politan area.

Mr. Latham: Inclnded in that is £10,000
for buildings.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Most of that was
expended in the ¢ountry districts, There
are thousands of people who make provision
for medical attention for themselves and
their famtilies.

Mr. Davies: And they are mostly people
on the basic wage.

Hon. P. Collier: It costs them £4 a year
for lodge and medieal services.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The member for
York said that a person would be able to go
into a hospital without being made a
pauper. That is not so.

Mr. Latham: He would be paying the
tax.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN : Before anyone
could get treatment, the same inquiries
wounld be made as are necessary to-day.

Mr, Latham: You would not have it
otherwise,

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: The same charges
would be levied, If a person can pay he is
made to pay.

Mrs. Cowan: If you can prove it.

Hon. W. G, ANGWIN: The Bill makes
provision to prosecute,

Mr. Heron: It could not be done in a
committee hospital

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN; That is s0. We
are willing to belp the Premder to get the
necessary money under general taxation.

The Premier: From someone else,

Tlon. W, C. ANGWIN: No.

The Premier: Then from whom?

Hon., P. Collier: The peopls who pay for
everything else,

The Premier: From a few.

Hon. P. Collier: No.

Hon, W, (. ANGWIN: Most taxation is
passed on. There are 21,000 people in the
Btate who have made provision for medieal
treatment, and, in addition, many of them
contribute to a hospital fund.

Hon. P. Collier: The tramway men in
Perth pay £5 a year and they will have to
pay under this meagure also.

Hen. W. €, ANGWIN: The 18,000 people
in receipt of large incomes wounld not be
the only ones who would have to pay with-
out recciving any benefit from the hospital.
The chairman of the Cue hospital com-
niittee, Mr. Mathers, in the course of evi-
dence said—

I am in favour of our present scheme
being continued if it were possible in
cases of an epidemi¢ occurring in a dis-
trict to approach the Government and
obtain a special grant to tide over tem-
porary difficulties. It has been the ex-
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perience of this hospital to meet with

such misfortune and it has been very

difficult to obtain eny help from the Gov-

ernment.
That hogpital might be considerably affected
unless the Minister provided for a special
medical fund. He could do that for a counn-
try hespital, but not for a liospital in the
metropolitan area or in any distriet where
there were more than two doctors. The
British Medical Association would not per-
mit kim to do so.

The Premier: Do you want to throw the
hospitals on the people?

Hon. W. (1. ANGWIN: It is the duty of
the Government to look after the sick.

The Premier: Not the sick who ean pay.

Mr. Latham: You are denying the Pre-
mier the necessary taxation.

Hon, W. ", ANGWIXN: No; I object to
the method of imposing the tax, TUnder
this method of ecoliecting {uxation, there is
a passibility of inereasing the coat of hos-
pital upkeep. We were told that there had
heen no complaint, THd the C‘olonial Secre-
tary ever receive a request from friendly
societies for a sperial exemption?

The Colonial Secretary: They pointed out
that the Bill did not offer them any eon-
sideration, but the hospitals do not provide
for them,

Mr. Heron: Tn some cases they do.

The (olonial Secretary: They will receive
consideration in such casges,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : There has bcen
objeetion to the Bill, because these people
provide for their own medical atteation.

The Colonial Secretary: But they do not
provide for hospital attention.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: At least eight of
10 members of Friendly societies whe go
into hospital pay the fees.

The Colonial Seeretary: Membership of a
friendly soeicty does not include hospital
attention.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Clause 36 provides
that a hospital board may manage a medi-
cal fund to secure for its subscribers medi-
cal attendance, hospital treatment or other
similar benefits.

The Premier: Whom do you want to pay
the tax?

Hon. W, . ANGWIN: Those who are
paying it nmow showld continue to pay it.
ln any easge, it will be passed on.

The Premier: No, it will not.

Hon. W. (". ANGWIXN: Let us have the
whole of the taxation placed under one
system and, if it is necessary to increase
the income tax by 1d. or 24., it ean be done
under the proper measure,

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. W. €, ANGWIXN: T draw attention
to Appendix H of the report of the Roypal
(‘ommission, This shows the amount sub-
scribed per annum. Ian the case of Laverton
for instance the rate of subscription per an-
num is £4 93, There is nothing 5e the Bill
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to show what is to take the place of that.

It would be necessary for people to go on

vontributing the same amount as they are

giving to-day. Members should cease saying

that the metropolitan area geta cverything.
The Premier: It gets a grent deal.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: I doubt that. It
gets nothing for which it dees not pay. For
instance, the metropolitan area pays for its
tramways, and for its water supply, Every-
thing the people there get they exzpect to pay
for. The report of the Royal Commission
shows that for the year 1921-22 the cost to
the Government for hospitals in the Perth
and Fremantle distriet was £33,530, whilat
for outside districts it was £31,726, It is,
therefore, wrong to say that the metro-
politan area ix getting most of the Govern-
ment mouney provided for hospitals,

Mr, CORBOY: 1 support the amendment.
We have heen informed that the Treasurer
intendr to colleet a tax of approximately
£123,000. For the purpose of ascertaining
the amount that will be ohtained from =all
sourves, I bave used the figures supplied by
the State Commissioner of Taxation in his
t4th apnual report for 1920-21. 1In that year
the taxable ncome totalled £12,327,730, The
income derived by people who actually re-
ceived more than the minimum fixed in the
‘Faxation Act, but by reason of the allowances
for children and other deductions were not
liable to taxntion, totalled £3,205,469. Al
other people ecaruing income in the State
would be those who received less than the
minima provided at the time under the In-
come Tax Act. By using this as a basis
we Rl that the £123,000, proposed to be
raised under the Bill, will be paid in the fol-
lowing proportions: Those who are at present
or have been during the last two years pay-
tng income tax will contribute approximately
£31,357, or a pereentage total of the whole
income to be received of 41.5. The report
of the (lommission states that the amount
providerl for hospital purposes from the Con-
solidated Revenue was £105392, These tax-
payers previously provided £105,392, and un-
der the proposal submitted in the Bill will pay
£€31,3537. Those who reeeive incomes in excess
of the minima provided in the Aet, but who
are not lizable to taxation, will contribute
£13,376, or a percentage total of the whole
income to be received of 1M6. This leaves a
halanee to be provided by those who are not
liable for income tax of £58,287, or 47.9 per
cent of the total income to be derived under
the Bill. The idea actuating the Ministry in
their drafting of Bills is to place as great a
burden as possible on those on the lowest
rung of the ladder. Of the cust of maintain-
ing hospitals 47.9 per eent. iz to be derived
from married people who are receiving less
than £156 per annum and single per-
sons receiving less than £100. Those who
receive an income whieh is liable to taza-
tion under the old Act will contribute only
41.5 per cent. More than 6 per cent, less of
the income will be contributed by those who
are receiving taxable incomes than will he
contributed by those receiving incomes which
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are less thoan the minima fixed under the old
Act.

The Premier: No.

Mr. CORBOY: The Premier ean work jt
ont himself. On a tax of 1d. in the pound,
haged on the figures for 1920-21 it is easy to
work ont what those who pay taxes, and those
who reveive incomes in excess of the minima
provided in the Act who do not pay taxes,
will contribute towards the fund. It leaves a
balanee to be paid by those whose ingcomes are
below £156 and £100 respectively of £58,287,
or £7,000 more than will be contributed by
those who are liable to tazation. The whole
method of raiging the money necessary for
the maintenance of our hospitals, is wrong.
A more equitable wmethod would be to in-
crease the income tax, and ecarmark the in-
crease for maintenance of hospitals. T de-
sire the deletion of the elauss altogether, or,
failing that, u reduction of the rate to omne-
halfpenny in the pound.

The PREMIER: A reduction to oue-half-
penny in the pound would make the eollec-
tion under the Bill altogether too small. This
3ill. and the present clause, have been framed
on the recommendations of a Royal Commis-
sion ¢comprising rmembers of all parties in this
Chamber. If we are to raise the money by in-
ereasing the income tax, lot hon. members tell
me how that is to be done, especially in view
of the cxemptions granted by the Committec
Yast night? Of all people taxed on income in
the previous vear, only a verr few earned above
£8(0—approximately 3,000 persons. Is the
increase in income tax to apply to all the
people, or only to those few with incomes
above £8007 We have now a graduated seale
pf income tax, and the .006d., though it looks
innocent, inereases very rapidly the amount of
tax payable. We¢ must bear in mind that
there iz not only State income tax, bat alse
Foderal income tax, Taking those two in-
rome taxes, and adding te them all the other
taxes that are levied, one sees that n good
deal of the sovercigm is taxed away.
there is loeal government taxation.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: All those taxes obtain

all over the world. Rates here are lower than
anywhere else in the world.
. The PREMIER: I do not think so. Rates
in Perth are fairly high. Tt mnust not be for-
gotten that pcople with large incomes pay
very considerable amounts in rates. T am not
g0 foolish as to contend that people who ean
pass on taxation do not pass it on. But there
are a great many people who cannot pass any-
thing on. T refer to the primary producers,
whether miners or agriculturists——

Mr. McCallum: The wage earner cammot
rass taxation on.

The PREMIER: If the primary producer
is heavily taxed, the cost of living wmust be
kigh. Every tax put on increases the cost of
living. Industry now has to bear heavier
charges than ever it bore before.

Mr. McCallum: The wage earner cannot
pass any tax on; it is passed on to him.

The PREMIER: Bat the hon, member
knows full well that the cost of living forms

Then -
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the basgis on which wages are fixed by the
Arbitration Court.

Ay, MeCallum: And that is wrong.

The PREMIER: I know it is wrong, but
il must be done.

Mr. McCallum: It ought not to be done.

The PREMIFR: It is done under the sye-
tem, T did not originate that system.

Mr. Marshall: The cost of living at present
has very little effect on the president of the
Arbitration Court, who gives just what he
chooses,

The PREMTER: The cost of living is used
as an argument. The Government are exer-
cising all the economy they possibly can. So
far as expenditure can be controlled, it is
being controlled most ecarefully. Railway
freights have been inergased, but wages and
coal and other commodities have risen tre-
mendousty in priee.

Mr. Heron: The Government lost a great
deal of revenue by increasing the rates.

The PREMIER: Whatever the increases
may be, they are not enough to compensate
for the increased cost of running the rail-
wavs. We cannot have the same rates of
freight to-day as obtained under the wages
and costs ruling even four years ago.
cvery possible economy is being exercised, and
the Government have to give the free services
whieh this Chamber demands, what is to be
done? Edueation is free from the primary
school right through to the University. In
a country like this, the cost of edueation
naturally increases. Our educatiomal system
is very much better than it was years ago, but
it must be puid for. Apgainm, expenditure on
charities must increase as time goes on. We
bave had to inerease the grants to foster
mothers from 7s. to 9s. per week. That repre-
aents a considerable sum. The inerease could
not he aveided, in view of the cost of living,
Then the Medieal Department year by year
requires- additional hespitals, and further sub-
sidies to doetors in country districts. If the
mining revival, which T belicve will come,
daes eventuate, there will be still further
increases in the cost of administration.

Mr, Marshall: And also inereases of rev-
enue.

The PREMIER: Can it be contended that
the cxpenditure under the heads T have men-
tioned admits of reduction? There is hardly
n member of this Chamber but has heen to
see me during the past three years with =
view to inereased expenditure vnder these
heads. TIf it is said that there are too many
men in the Public Service, T reply that there
muvst have been far too many some veara ago,
heeause there is more work being done now
than ever there was before. Then there is
the eost of land settlement, agricultural and
paatoral development which is proceeding,
How iz that tn be met? So far as the Gov-
ernment are ahle to practice ecomomy, they
are doing it. There was never a tighter hold
kept on the purse strings than now. The
Treasury controls the expenditnre of Govern-
ment departments to an extent that was
never dreamt of before. Tt had to be so,
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because charges bad increased so much and
the revenue had fallen.

Mr. McCallum: Then the sooner you let
go your grip, the better it will be, if we have
regard to the results at the end of each
month,

The PREMIER: Does the member for
South TFremantle recognise that we are
debited each month with portion of the in-
terest bill and that we lend an enormtous
amount of money to the Agrieulfural Bank, to
the Workers’ Homes Board, and to local
authorities, on which we only collect interest
periodically?! Does he recognise that with
the huge railway expenditure that we have,
with three pays amounting to £60,000 in a
month, we are bound to be a bit outt If
the hon. member would like to Jook inte the
situation, 1 will let him have all the figures.

Mr. MceCallum: That is your job.

The PREMTER: It is my job to inform
the hon. member.

Mr. MeCallum: It ia your job to look after
the finances.

The PREMIER: And I am looking after
them, far too much for the liking of the hon.
member when he comes to me for money to
stop sand drifts or something else. There was
never greater control over the finances than
now.

Mr. Marshall: And the deficit never
mounted more rtapidly.

The PREMIER: That is all the hon. mem-
ber ean say, beeause he will not understand.

Mr. Marghall: Tt is impossible to under-
stand the position, with the juggling of
fipures that goes on.

The PREMIER: TInexperience leads the
hon, member to make aceusations of that de-
serirtion. There ia no jugeling with the fig-
vres, The civil servants who make up the
figures are perfectly resnectable and honest
men. It is ensy for members to aay that if
we economised, we eoculd save the amount
involved in the tax. Tt eannot be donec ex-
eept by cutting out services that are rendered
now., When discussing the Mines Estimates,
memhbers were complimentary in their re-
marks and regarded the expenditure on pros-
peeting, State batteries and so forth as legiti-
mate.

Mr, Marshall: Of course, it is,
not object to that.

The PREMIER: The hon. member prob-
gbly knows that we are about £12,000 behind
in conneetion with State batteries for the
first five months. The experience of the de-
partmental officers, however, makes them eer-
tain that we will recover that position dvring
the next seven months, As a matter of faet,
if these services are not rendered the country
cannot get out of its difficulties. We cannot
engage in big developmental work and ex-
pect to get a retorn straight away. Works
of some magnitude are proceeding on the
Peel estate, for instance, but the member for
South Fremantle knows that it will he a few
years before we can get a retorn. It is mot
reasnnable to say that we should be able to
save enough to cover the £123,000 which is

We do
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to be raised under the Bill. I am always
loath to tax the individual in reccipt ot a
small income, but I feel that in this case it
is a special impost for the whole of the
people. Industries, such as mining and tim-
ber, cannot be earried on without hospital
accommodation and tbus we all benefit by
the establishment of those institutions. I
hope the Committee will realise that there is
a limit to taxation.

Mr. MeCallum: We are trying to get you
to realise that.

Mr. Marghall: You are taxing the news-
boys in the strects.

The PREMIER: One hears little com-
plaint from the man who is getting £4 or £5
a week.

Mr. MeCallum: You do not hear their com-
plaints; we do.

The PREMIER: All taxation is unpopular,
but it is not the man who gets £5 a week
who makes the most fuss. The tax recom-
mended by the Commission of 1d. in the
pound should be adopted.

Mr. Marshall: With a reservation.

The PREMIER: Surely we do not appoint

commissions to make inquiries without having
regard to their recommendations.
Mr, Jolmston: What about Mr. Stead’s

report on the railways?

Hon. P. Collier: That cost a few thousand
pounds, and it has had no influenece. There
has been wonderful silence about that.

The PREMIER: It has had considerable
influence.

Mr. Pickering: Buot it has had a lot of
consideration.

Hon. P. Collier: That silence cannot be
maintained much longer.

The PREMIER: Quite a lot has been done
in conneetion with that report, and it has re-
ceived much consideration. Then there is the
Forestry Commission’s report.  Is that to
have no infloence?

Mr, Pickering: I hope not, but it is not
printed yet,

The PREMIER: Tt will be, and we shall
then see. At any rate, I hope the Committtee
will rejeet the amendment.

Mr, MeCALLUM: The Premier entirely
misunderstands the view point of the Op-
position.

Hon. P. Collier: Not accidentally, though.

Mr. MceCALLUM: He does not face the
position as it is presented by the Opposi-
tion.

Hon, P. Collier:
derstand it.

Mr, McCALLUM: The suggestion that this
money could be made up if economies were
effected, was not made by any member sitting
on this side of the House. All we emphasise
is that the money necessary for the upkeep
of hospitals shall be raised by way of taxa-
tion in the ordinary way. I doubt if in the
history of the responsible Government of any
conntry in the world, it was ever gupgested
before that juveniles shoulil be compelled by
Parliament to pay a tax, T do not think any
other country has stooped to the level of say-

He does not wish to un-
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ing that a boy or a girl who has just left
school and is earning 10s. a week shall pay
a tax.

Hon, P. Collier: Fancy making a child of
14 years of age pay taxation! What a mag-
nificent conception! What a statesman-like
proposal!

Mr. McCALLUM: No other country would
stoop to such a level. In that respeet we are
breaking new ground. The whole of the tax
will be paid by the wage-earners, who will
have to accept the burden passed on by the
merchants and manufacturers.

My, Marshall: The stickfast fleas.

Mr. MeCALLUM: There is no suggestion
of relief for that large section of the com-
munity who pay into Jodges and friendly
societies for medical attention, When they
have to pay the hospital tax they will not be
able to continue to pay into their lodges, not
withstanding which they are not to get free
hospital treatment. T have beer paying inte
a lodge sinece leaving school, and now I will
have to pay this tax in addition. The Min-
ister, in reply to a deputation, declared that
no relief could be given to those who, because
of having to pay the tax will not be able to
continue to pay into lodges. Yet these men
are just as much primary producers as are
the men on the land. They have to pay both
income tax and land tax, whereas the man on
the land is exempt from one or the other, Ad-
mittedly the man on the land does not pay
as much in taxation as does the man in the
city.

The Colonial Secretary: He does not get
the same services.

Mr. MeCALLTUM: He gets 95 a bushel
for his wheat, which the eity man has to pay,
and he gets from the Agricultural Bank
money with which to build his house and
finance his farm, money which the eity man
frugally deposited in the Savings Bank. It
is the wealthy employers who create the neces-
ity for hospitals. Yet every time the workers
ask for healthful improvements in factory or
mine, the employers strennously fight them te
the last diteh. Having created the need for
hospitals, the wealthy employers ought to he
called upon to maintain them.

The Colonial Secretary: Who was it said
that men with big incomes did not use the
hospitals and so ought not to be ealled upon
to maintain them?

Mr. MceCALLUM:
others.

The Premier: No. What I said was that
the enterprigse which set np a timber mill
or a mine ecreated the need for hospitals

Mr, MecCALLUM: The Premier’s chief
argument has been that those who use the
hospitals ought to pay for them. A man
working on a State steamer was knocked
down the hold and crippled for life. He de-
manded etmpensation, but the case was taken
right through to the Full Court before he
conld gueceed. Of course, the action waa not
fought by the Government, but it was fought
by the insurance companiea with which the
Government deal. Nor is this gort of thing

The Premier, among
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confined to steamers, The mining companies
are the worst of all offenders. Take also the
number of aecidents that oceur in the timber
mills. ¥et the mill owners, drawing tens of
thousands per annum in income, are to pay
only the same as the wage-earners. Moreover,
subelause 2 allows a deduction of expensea in-
curred in the production of income, No such
deduction can be made by the wage earners,
This is a most iniquitous form of taxation.
I appeal to the Premier on the score of all
those boys and girls whe have just left school.
In no other country would they be ealled upon
to pay taxation. So long as a boy or a girl
gets over 10s. a week, he or ghe will be taxed.
what a nice experience for a boy just leaving
gchool to bhave the tax gatherer waiting for
him every pay iay.

Mr. Mann: Does the apprentice pay into
hie union immediately?

Mr. McCALLUM: He is generally admit-
ied to the union during the last year of his
npprenticeship, and pays nothing wntil he
becomes a journeyman.

The Colonial Secretary:
mention any age.

My, MeCALLUM: The Bill mentions the
amount. Would the Colonial Secretary ex-
peet a man of 21 to be receiving 10s. a week ?
Ts it intended that any little concession or
privilege is to be caleulated as an addition
to wages. Will it be held that domestic ser-
vants must add to their wages the value of
hoard and lodging ¥

The Colonial Secrctary:

The Bill does not

Tt does not say
20.
Mr. McCALLUM: It is not stated in the
lueome Tax Act, but the Commissioner in-
sists on ealeulating 23s. as the value of board
and lodging. What guarantee can the Min-
ister give ua? Although the Arbitration
Court lays down an allowance of 18s." for
heard and lodging, the Taxation Commis-
sioner makes it 25s.

The Premier; No, he does not.

Mr. MeCALLUM: He does; it is printed
on the form.

The Premier:
hotels?

Mr, McCALLUM: FPor waitresses in hotels,
coffee palaces, and restanrants.

The Colgnial Secretary: I give you a de-
finite assurance that board and lodging will
not be taxed under this Bill

Mr, MeCALLUM: What authority haa the
Minister to say that? The Taxation Commis-
sioner might say otherwise.

The Colonial Seeretary: This is to be col-
foeted on wapes and salaries at the source.

Mr. McCALLUM: Who is going to col-
lect it? Who will have charge of the stampa?

The Colonial Sacretary: An inspector eould
view the wages sheets.

Mr, McCALLUM: The Minister said the
Commissioner would have access to the wages
sheets.

The Colonial Secretary:
but passibly he would.

Mr. McCALLUM: The Minister’s assur-
ance had better be embodied in the Bill. 1

Yoeu mean for waitresses in

T did not say so,



2100

disagree with the method of taxation parti-
canlarly as it affects boys and girls.

The Premier: T wish you had been on the
Comimnission.

Mr. MeCALLUM: My signature would
never have been attacheil to the report.

The Colonial Secretary: The Commission
were unanimoua on this.

Mr. McCALLUM: Perbaps those members
would have ehanged their views if they had
heard arguments on the other gide. Has it
come to this, that the State must dive right
through the long list of those in receipt of
big inecomes to tax the boy or girl earning
10s, 6. a week?

The Premier:
taxing everyone.

Mr. MeCALLUM: T helieve in taxing
those who can afford to pay. The Premier
has expressed the opinion that there rhould
be a bread and butter exemption.

The Premier: T still think so.

Mr, MeCALLUM : Then the Premier
should stand up to that and not he infleenced
by the bad company into which he has drifted.
The vesponsibility of Sfnnncing the State
should rest upon those above the bread line.

The Premier: Why i@ not yon help me to
put the tax on to wine, beer and spirits?

Mr. MeCALLUM: When the Pramier oe-
copied a seat on this side of the House he
was always giving the Labour Government ad-
vice as to how theyr could raise revenuwe and
balanece the ledger. In every speech he of-
fered suggestions for righting the finances.
He gave most wonderful assistance.

The Premier: Why did not yon support
my liquor tax? )

Mr. McCALLUM: We have probably been
influenced by the atmosphere which pervaded
this side of the House when the Premier oc-
cupied a seat over here.

The Premier: T wish T rould exercise a
greater influence over yon.

Hon. P. Collier: FEnormous volumes of
f*Hansard’’ have heen built up by his com-
plaints against us.

Mr. MeCALLUM: We have told the Pre-
mier how he may raise the necessary revemue.
Why does not he follow tho adviee? If
people have ineomes below the bread line it
is a crying shame that they should pay a tax.

Mr. Mann: Den’t vou think people will
be proud to contribute so much to the hos-

itals??

Mr. MeCALLUM: Tf it was a question
of pride over their contributions, the workers
of the State would not find the country wide
enoughb in which to expand their chests. The
other gection of the eommunity has done the
charging and not the paying.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: As a re-
sult of evidence taken by both sides, the
Royal Commission recommended that a hos-
pital charge of a uniform rate of 1d. in the
pound, caleulated to the nearest penny, be
made on all salaries, wages and other in-
eomes.  The recommendations of the Com-
mission were embodied in the Bill except as
to the number of persons who were to con-
stitute the trust. Tt has been said that the

T thought you believed in
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funds for hospituals should be obtained from
the Consolidated Revenue. This tax will not
go into revenue, but wiil be used entirely for
hospital serviees, The King Edward Mater-
nity Hospital and the Wooroloo Sanatorium
will be excluded from this.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
does that make]

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: There
will be more money left for hospital needs.
It would be a very good thing if all hospitals
could be thoroughty well equipped, but that
is not possible at present. To the £123,000,
which would be raised by the Bill, there
would have to be added £15,000 from Con-
solidated Revenue, making o total of
£138,000. Last vear £106,000 was used for
hospital serviees, If we exempt the two in-
stitutions I have mentioned, the balance left
for hospitals will amount to £86,714, which
Ieaves an advantage of £51,000. It may be
said that this Bill will reduce the amount
reecived by way of donations. FEven so the
hospitals will bencfit to the extent of £36,549.
Twenty per ceat. of the fees charged by the
Perth  ITospital were colleeted. The dona-
tions to that institution amounted to
£943, of which £530 was donated by the
W.A.T.C,, the Trotting Association, and the
commercizl travellers. The full amount re-
ceived from other aources was a little over
£400. There will be no need for those pay-
ing the tax to go mcar the Commissioner of
Taxation.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: What commission
are you going te put on the stamps?

The COLONIAL: SECRETARY: XNone,
hut the matter may have to be considered.
The stamps will be printed by the depart-
ment. There is one inspector administering
the Stamp Act. He conld also take on this
other job, although it may bhe necessary to
appoint an assistant. It s intended, where
possible, to retain the present hospital com-
mittees, where they are doing good work.

Mr. Lutey: You still want a smoke screen
to cover up the tax.

The COLOXTAL BSECRETARY: Al
those who pay this bospital tax will enjoy
the satisfaction of knowing that they will
have done something towards improving the
condition of the sick poor.

Hopn. P. COLLIER: The Colonial Secrotary
and other members have not been quite can-
did when stressing the point of the Royal
Commission’s recommendation. ‘The Minister
knows it has been declared most specifically
by the chairman and by every other member
of the Commission that the intention of that
body wos that the money raised by this tax
should he in sapplement of, and not in sub-
stitution for, the Government vote. The Gorv-
ernment now propose to benefit the general
revenne by some £70,000 or £80,000 arising
out of this taxation. It is safe to say that
had the memhers of the Commission known
of the Government’s intention in that respect,
no tax would have been recommended by
them. The tax represents a turning of the
Commission "8 recommendation to an improper

What difference
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use, The resnlt of the Hospitals Royal Com-
mission will be a lesson to Opposition mem-
bers. On more than one occasion the Gov-
ernment have requisitioned the serviees of
members of the House on eelect committees
and Royal Commissions to draft their Yegis-
latien for them. So far as I am concerned,
no member of the Opposition will in future
undertake such a responsibility for the Gov-
ernment.

The Premicr: The House appointed the
select eommitice,

Hor. P. COLLIER: Yes, under s specious
appet]l by the Government, ‘‘We have not
time to deal with this legislation in the House,
g0 let us refer it to a select committes.’’
Work properly belonging to the Government
has Jatterly been referred to select committees
and Royal C‘ommissions to a degree never pre-
viously known.

The Premier: I agree with that.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It has been done at
the request of the Government in most cases,

The Premier: No.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Let us ¢conomise by
cutting out some of these peregrinating Royal
Commissiong, The point raised by the Pre-
mier is entirely beside the question. He asked
whether we desived that the assistance and
services granted to-day by the State should
bo eurtailed,

The Premier: Of course you do not.

Hon, P, COLLIER: Of course we do not.
The Premier argued that the fact of no mem-
ber having asked for any reduction of ex-
penditure in those directions comstitutes justi-
fication for the imposition of this tax. Tt
does nothing of the sort. Tf the increased
barden upon the State to find funds for these
and other purposes justified the Government
in secking additional revenue, the Housze
would be prepared to give it to them. But
the point at issne here is the method em-
ployed in order to raise revenue. Sentimental
appeals have been made, but in regard to
taxation it matters not at all to the person
paying the tax what is the purpese for which
it has been imposed. A tax is a tax, no mat-
ter whether the proceeds are to he devoted
to the maintenance of a2 hospifal or to be
spent in joy-riding. In either case it is
equally difficult for a person with a small in-
come to find the money. The Premier says
that the agriculturists and other produeers
are unable to pass on taxation. That ia quite
true, and it is the very basis of the objection
to this tax. The Premier knows that of the
100,000 additional! taxpayers who will come
within the purview of the Bill—the wage-
earners—not 2 single one ean pass on the
tax. The Premier said we had only 38,000
taxpayers, and he asked whether we ecould
imnose additional taxation on them.

The Premier: A good many were eat out
¥yesterday.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That fact is in itself
an unanswerable argument against this clause.
Why is the number of taxpayers so smallf
Berause in the judoment of Parlinment it
ic not justifiable to bring in any more. Is it
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logical, theu, to bring in as taxpayers under
the Bill 100,000 persons who so tar have been
exempt on the ground that they cannot pay
taxation! 1f we are justified in taxing them
for hospital purposes, we are equally justi-
fied in taxing them for educational purposes
and all the other services of Govenment. In
faect, the argument in favour of taxing for
cducation is much stronger than the argument
in favour of taxing for hospital purposes,
berause only s small number of those paying
the hospital tax would get any direct bene-
fit, while from the expenditure on edueation
practically evervone benefita, The suggestion
that the wealthy people receive no benefit
from hospitials will nat bear analysis, because
it is Jargely on acceount of the creation of the
salaries of the wealthy people that hospitals
have to be maintiined to pateh up the wreeks
of our industrinl Yife. Tn 1920 there were 21
persons killed in the mines of Western Aus-
tralin and 338 were injured, while last year
18 men were kitled and 344 were injured, In
whose interests had those men to suffer?

My, Met'allum: And that oes not refer to
the men whoe suffered from miner’s disease.

Hon. P. COLLTER: That shows that the
hospitals exist in the interests of the mine
owners. While it is urged that the liquer
traffic shouwld shoulder the expenditure caused
by the trade in conncetion with our gaols,
as¥lums, amd so on, the same argument is
not applied to other industries.

Mrs, Cowan: The ligquor trade has not been
made to pay that burden,

Hon. P. COLLIER: No. So far as the
goldfickls  are  converned, for every person
who died or haid te enter an institution om
account of the liquor traffic, a2 hundred had
to suffer beeanse of their ocewpation. We
are asked to impose this additional burder on
the people. This means that the tramway
cmployee who has to pay £4 12s, a year for
lodge dues, medical fund, and provision for
sickness, and the worker in the outback gold-
fieldg districts, such as Leonora, twwhere )is
dues and so en amount te £6 93, 4d., will each
have to pay an additional 258, or 303, a yesr
and are not gnarantced hespital aceommoda-
tion. The Bill is the worst possible adver-
tiscment Western  Awvstralin could ever re-
ceive. It means that the newshoys who are
specially dicensed so that they ecan help main-
tain their families, will have to sell a fow
extra copics of the papers in order to pay
this tax. What a levislative achievement for
Parliament to he prond of, Tt iz the sum
{otal of the legislative genius of the Gov-
erument!  Whsherwomen, office  cleaners,
littte boys and girls and casual workers,
struggling from day to day, will have to
contribute their quota of taxation, jn order,
we are told, that they may have the satis-
faction of saving that thev are contributing
to the upkeep of our hospitals. The Pre-
mier referred to the economfies that were
being practisedl and the tight hold the
Treasury was maintaining over expenditure.
In a few minutes, I could point out where
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there has been not economy, but scandalous
extravagance,

Mr. Teesdale: We will excnse you.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Was it economy that
saddled this unfortunate State with the
expenditure of £76,000, on which intereat
at ¢ix per cent. will have to be paid, with-
ont the sanction of Parliament, on the rail-
way from Waroona to Lake Clifton? The
returns from that railway at the outset
represented 18s. 7%d. per day, while the
interest bill on the capital expenditure was
£9 per day. That is the kind of economy
that neccssitates legislation of this kind.
That line was constructed in defianee of the
Commissioner of Railways of the day, in
order to satisfy the whim and idiosyncracies
of a particular Minister.

The Premier; I had nothing to do with
that.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I kuow that, but the
same Ministers who exercise a stronp influ-
ence in Cabinet to-day and who were
eapable of wmaking such an atrocious
blunder, are capable of doing so again. Seo
Jong as these conditions obfain, so long will
the drift continue. There are other cases
of similar ‘‘economies.’’

Mr, Teesdale: Your few wmfinutes have
elapsed.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Was it economy as
pointed out in the ‘*West Australian’’ re-
cently to spend thousands of pounds in
elearing the route of a propesed railway
and then to leave it alone until the cleared
stretch had been overgrown again? So
long as there is a complacent majority on
the Government side of the House, this
drift will continue. What has happened to
the men who saddled the State with the
Lake Clifton line? Were they penalised
and turned out of office9 On the contrary
they continned to enjoy the emoluments of
office, as if they had never been guilty of
an administrative mistake in their life. We
find the salaries of senfior officers increascd
by £100 or £200 a year and two bhighly paid
men doing the work formerly earried out
by one officer. So long as the money is
voted by Parliament, so long will it be
gpent in thia way. When it comes to find-
ing large sums of money for favoured sec-
tions of the community, certainly it shall
be dore! Tax the street waif earning a
miserable living by selling newspapers, or
the poor beggar who cannot find food and
elothes for his children. Who, before this,
ever heard of a flat rate of taxation? And
if it be good enough here, why not apply it
to income taxation? After its action last
night in prowviding exemption from income
taxation, it would be absurd for the House
to endorse a tax like this. T regard the
halfpenny of the amendment as the lesser
of twa evils, but the whole prineiple is
wrong, and I will vote against it after the
amendwent has heen disposed of.

Mr. PICKERING: In the criticism of the
proposed taxation the two points made are,
first that the tax is exceptional in form
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and, secondly, that it is unjust in incidences.
But we are not singular in considering a
tax for a Bpecific purpose. Most of the
local authorities levy taxation of that
natore. As to whether the proposed tax is
unjust ‘in ita incidence, the question is de-
batable, Reference to the first recommenda-
tion of the Royal Commission will show
that there was unapimity of opinion in
respect of the impoaition of this tax. After
all, the tax is subjeet to certain exemptions.

Mr. Munsie: Amongst the workers none
but pengioners canm hope to get exemption,

Mr. PICKERING: The Bill has been ruled
to be guiltless of the imposition of taxa-
tion, and so it will be necessary to bring
down another measure hefore the tax can
be imposed. Tt may be that the Govern-
ment will provide certain exemptions in
the second Bill.

Hon, P. Collicr: Any exemptions must be
provided in thiy Bill, not in the taxing Bill

My. PICKERING: The Premier said he
had no desire to tax anybody in receipt of
less than £200, and so it is to be assumed
that he will jotreduce exemptions. Provi-
sion iz made for the deduetion of expenses
incurred in carning income., Is it not
possible to construe a contribution of funds
to a hospital as coming under that provi-
sion?

Hon, P. Col¥er: No, certainly not.

Mr. PICKERING: The proposed taxation
will constitete a minor burden as compared
with the hurden of the Customs tariff,
against which we bhear little or no com-
laint,

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is
not in order in discussing the tariff.

Mr. PICKERING: This proposed taxation
might well be accepted if some of the de-
sired exemptions were provided. 1 have
followed with interest the debate, and I
have read with interest comments in the
local newspapers; yet I have failed to
observe that outside the House there has
been any great outery against the imposi-
tion of the proposed tax. No evidence was
given to the Royal Commission against the
tax.

Hon. P. Collier: Yes there was.

Mr. Chesson: The hon, member has not
read the evidenre,

Mr. PICKERING: At all events, there
has been but very little outery against the
tax. Amongst members of the Opposition
it is popular to condemn all forms of taxa.
tion.

Hon. P. Collier: Any form of taxation?

Mr. PTCKERING: The Lon. member advo-
cates only one form of taxation and that is
on thos: in receipt of more than the living
waze. T am prepared to support reasonable
taxation,

Hon, P. Collier: What ia reasonable taxa-
tion?

Mr. PICKERING: The omount stated in
the Bill. The tax is for a very laudable par-
Jrose,

Mr, Munsie: It will not put ihe hospitals
on a better footing.
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Mr. PICKERING: T believe it will. The
Premier gave a definite assurance that the
additiona] funds needed would be found.

Hon. P. Collicr: You were not too ready
to aeceyt his assurances on the Closer Settle-
ment Bill,

Mr. PICKERING: Perhaps so. We should
be in a position to pay the nurses a higher
rate.

Hon. P. Collier: And take a penny from
the children.

Mr. PICKERING: I regret that the Bill
will still permit soliciting for funds for hos-
pitais.  If the Govermment obtain the money
they anticipate, they should supply sufficient
from Clensolidated Revenue to make street col-
lections unmecessary. Provided the hospitals
are put on a sound footing, no one will object
to the proposed tax. One would imagine
that the amount of the tax was stupendous.

Mr. Munsie: Tt will relieve the Government
to the extent of £100,000.

Hon. P. Collier: Conld yon live on £4 a
week and rear a family?

Mr. PICKERING: I do not think so——

Hon, P. Collier: Then why ask another man
to do sof

Mr. PICEERING: Not with the demands
made on a member of Parliament.

Hon. P. Collier: But without those de-
mands?

Mr. PICEERING: As a farmer, I think 1
eould,

Mr. McCalium: Only because you conld
grow most of your requirements, but if you
had to buy them all, you eould not.

Mr. PICKERING: T have not tried to live
on £4¢ a week.

Mr. Corboy: Then why assume that a man
on £4 a week can pay the tax?

Mr. PICKERING: Ten or 20 years ago
one did not get all the things one needs to-
day.

{Ion. P. Collier: Yon have fallen on more
prosperous days.

Mr. PICKERING: The Commission did
their work well. They were representative of
both sides of the House and the Government,
in adopting their recommendations, are carry-
ing out the desires of every section repre-
sented in the House.

H.n. P. Collier: Will yon aceept the recom-
mendations of the select committee on the
LAB.?

Mr. PICKERING: If the recommendations
of the LAB. are unanimous

Mr. Corboy: You do not elaim that the
recommendations of the Hospitals Commis-
sion are wnanimous?

Mr. PICKERING: There is nothing to in-
dieate the contrary.

Mr. Munsie: Have the Government com-
rlied with the request to make up the balance
required out of Consolidated Revenume?

Hon. P. Collier: Only to the extent of
£15,000.

Mr. PICKEERING: The only people who
will derive benefit from the hospitals will be
the indigeat.

2103

Mr. McCallum: The employer, the big man;
will get most benefit.

Mr. PICKERING: Hospitals are estab
lished for the sick and indigent.

Hon, P. Collier: If the Government did not
provide hospitals, the onus would be on the
employers and the industry to provide them,
and the employers get the advantage that
way.

Mr. PICKERING: The bulk of the people
will not regret having been afforded an op-
portunity to contribute to the hospitals,
These institutions are in dire straits. The
Kellerberrin hospital is the only ome I have
heard mentioned as heing affluent.

Tlon. W. C, Angwin: That is a new hos-
pital,

Mr. PICKERING: Al the others are in
urgent need of tunds. They require linen;
they are mortgaged up to the eyes for stores,
and some are unable to pay for telephones.
When means are devised to relieve hospitals
of the great anxiety arising from insuffic-
ient funds, surcly they are deserving of sup-
port. It is only fair that every one ahould
centribote within his means towards building
up our hospital system on sound lines,

Hon. T. WALKER: If the public have not
raised any great objection toa the Bill, the
reason is that they do not know what is being
done. There is more opposition to this meas-
ure than has reached the ears of members of
Parliament. This is a species of irrespon-
sible imposition of taxation. My chief ob-
je ton is that it is legislation by a board or
select committee. It is not the {egislation of
responsible Ministers of the Crown.

The CHATRMAN: There is too much con-
versation in the Chamber and it is not fair
to the hon. member who is speaking.

Hon. T. WALEKER: Ministers have not
aeceted the responsibility of their own work.
They have delegated to the committee the
work of legislation. The functions of a sel-
eet committee should be informative only;
they should not go to the extent of drafting
a Bill. 1 have repeatedly directed attention
to the danger of taking from Ministers their
responsibilties——

Hon. P. Collier:
their responsibitites.

Yion, T. WALKER: Of Ministers getting
rid of the clear duty of coustructing legis-
lation, and submitting it to Parliament in
the spirit that they stand or fall by it. There

Of Ministers shirking

is an absence of that spirit nowadays. Min-
isters say, ‘‘It is not our Bill; it is
the select committee’s Bill.”’ We can-

not sheet home any wrong to Ministers.
Mr., William Watson, a member of the Fre-
mantle Hospital Board, gave the following
evidence before the Commission:—

I ean see no fairer way of raising money
than by means of a gradvated super tax
on income. Surely it is not intended to
take from a man who is earning less than
£3 a week even a small amount for hos-
pital maintenance. The graduated super
fax would be a simple method, and the
amount would increase as the income be-
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came larger. The cost of the npkeep of
our hospitals should be borne for the most
part by the wealthy and not by the poor.

[Mr. Stubbs took the Chair.]

Mr. Mann: The Commission were evidently
guided by the weight of evidence.

Hon. T. WALKER: XNot by the weight
of common sense. There has been a delega-
tion of Ministerial responsibility to this Com-
mission. A mnew principle has been intro-
duced, and a new departure made from the
generalk mcethods of taxation. (This is a
methed which England has avoided for cen-
turies. Members of the Commission were
incxperienced in the prineiples of taxation,
and complacently the new and inexperienced
Minister has followed their example. The
Leader of the Opposition has so powerfully
and unanswerably dealt with the incidence
of taxation that T seruple to follow the same
track lest T weaken the strength of his logie.
‘We have lost all sense of eounsiatency if, after
saying last night it was wrong to impose a
legitimate and tested form of taxation upon
the poor, we now come down to the lower
deptha of poverty, and insist upon imposing a
tax, The argument of that heautiful ex-
ample of innocent Torvism that represents
Busselton, is that those who use the hospitals
should pay for them, but it is the indigent
who use them and it is the indigent
who, aecording to the hon. member, should
pay. How broad, magnanimouns, and noble
is that argument! What is the nobility of
mankind but to better the comditions of the
poor, and what is the purpose of a civilised
Government but to protect them? To the
Government taxgatherers is it now intended
to add countless others in the form ‘of
employers? The Government have mnot the
courage to maintain their hospitals by legiti-
mate taxation, hut propose to da it by a
side wind. T wish to cxpress my anxiety to
uphold the traditions of onr legislature,
to preserve it from boyish methods of
legiglation, to see it maintain the dignity
of those whoe look upon the poor and
unfortunate in our midst a3 the care
and the charge of the rich and fortunate.
If wealth cannot take pity npon the poor
when they are sick, upon the maimed and the
wretehed, ecivilisation is a fraud, a sham and
a& hypoerisy. I trust that the prineiple
affiemed last night will not be departed from
to-night, and that this tax, proposed by an
irresponsible hody and accepted by a2 voung,
untrained, untried Minister, will he rejected.

Progress reported.

ASSENT TO BTLLS,

Message from the Governor received and
read notifying nssent to the following
Bills:—

1, Administration Aet Amendment.

2, Married Women’s Protection,

3, Public Education Acts Amendment.
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BILL—LAND ACT AMENDMENT.

Returned from the Council without amend-
ment,

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1922.23.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 5th December;
Angelo in the Chair.

Department of the Minister for Water
Supply, Sewerage and Drainage (Hon. W. J.
George, Minister).

Vote—~Goldfields
taking, £132,409:

AMr,

Water Supply Under-

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. J. Ueorge—XMurray-Wellington) [10.25]:
In view of the number of years during which
the (oldfields Water Scheme bas been in
operation, it is hardly necessary for me to
suy much to members on the subjeet. I have
much pteasure in stating that there is an in-
cieasing demand from the farming areas for
supplies of water from the scheme. This
pleasure of mine will be readily understood
by hon. members when I inform them that
unfortunately owing to the present condition
of the mining industry on the Golden Mile
tliere is not so much demand for water on
the Eastern Goldfields as there was some
vears agoe. Hon. members will be aware
that the acheme was initiated with the idea
of supplying about five million gallons per
day to Coolgardie and Kalgoorlis. That
ideal, to which the enginecrs were working,
has not been reached; but the scheme is now
delivering as mueh water as the pipes ecan
carry. Between the reservoir and the No. 1
pumping station, on to No. 4 station, we are
pumping something over five million gallons
per day; but of that five million gallons the
great bulk is absorbed by the farming areas
which tap the main on its way to Kalgoorlie.
The goldfields are now taking abont two
million gallens daily. There has been a
natural anxiety as to the stability of the
pipes. At the start the life of the pipes was
laid down as heing about 23 years, and, with
good luck, rather more. During the years
which have passed, there have been various
occasions on which the engineers have had to
carry much anxiety, by rearen of the action of
electrolysis on the pipes, However, the skill
of the engineers in charge of the work—
1 may refer particularly to Mr. O’Brien—
cenabled them to devise means by which the
life of the pipes has been considerably pro-
longed. Although there is, and must be, a
certain degree of nervousness about the mat-
ter, still T am assured we need not fear but
that the scheme will be able to carry out the
objects for which it was constructed. A ques-
tion which has been, and is still being, carefully
gone inte, with a view to reducing the ecost
of pumping, i3 the idea of replacing at the
No. 1 and No. 2 siations the steam-propelled
pumps with pumps to be driven by electrieity.
At the moment I cannot say whether the sub-
stitution would prove fully economical. How-
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ever, we are very desirous of imstalling elec-
tric power, not only because we are anxious
to produce, if possible, a further economy in
the working, but also in order that we may
assist the big eleetricity scheme operating at
East Perth by enabling it to have a higger
el than at present on its production. If
we find that it is possible to see even
our own  hack again, or possibly a little less
than our own, by pumping with electric power
instead of steam power, I personally should
feel inclined to instal electricity. So far as
my nature will allow me, I like to look at
these things with a broader view than the
particular enterprisc upom which I am en-
gaged. T regard the goldficlds water scheme
as a member of a big family, of which the
electricity scheme at East Perth is alse a
member. T bear in  mind that if the scheme
can take a large quantity of eleetrie current
from East Perth, the increased output there
would result in that undertaking being able
to aapply the people gemerally Wwith electric
current at a rate considerably Jower than that
now being charged. If investigation should
prove that even some slight logs in this con-
nection te the goldfields water acheme would
he counterbalanced by increased efficiency and
lower working costs of the electricity scheme,
Y should regard it my duty as a Minister to
take up a corresponding attitude,

Mr, MacCallum Smith. Are the agricultural
areas not interested inm connection with the
Goldfields Water Supply Scheme?

Mr, MeCallum: Tt does not look like it,
seeing that there are practically no Country
Party members present.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They should be in-
terested.

The - MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Couatry Party seats being practically empty,
may be due to the fact that the members of
that party have been listening for sevem or
eight houre to arguments on another matter.
I wish hon. members would remember these
points regarding the cleetricity scheme, If
it should be desirable to effect these altera-
tiong, they will bé ecarried out. We have
heard complaints this session regarding the
Government being S0 hard up. A number
of members have advised the Government as
to the necessity for economy being practised,
especially in view of the defieit. It is one
thing for hon. memhers to talk abount eco-
nomy in thig Chamber, but they are prob-
ably aware that if there is one thing that L
have more to do with than another it ia the
water supply for the agrieultural areas and
the goldfields, Members frequently ask for
concessions in the interests of their econ-
stituents. During the last week or two, I
have received a number of applications
backed up by members of Parliament, whose
sincerity and earnestness no one can doubt.
These applications were for concessions in
connection with water sopplied to various
parts. The arpuments advamnced are quite
all right in themselves, but if members will
look at the balance sheets they will see that
the scheme is not a paying concern. In those
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cirenmatances, it should be remembered that
every bit of revenue which is lost thromgh
the granting of these concessions must add
to the deficit. I trust members will not lose
sight of that fact in the future.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: You learnt that
when you were on the Opposition side of the
House.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1T have
learnt many things both on the Opposition
side and on the Government side of the
House. There arg one or two features of the
utilities served by the Goldfields Water Sup-
ply Department in the agrieultural area, to
which I will refer. It has been recognised
by various Governments from the very incep-
tion, that it would be ridiculous to suppose
that the early settlers could supply them-
selves with water straight away. In many
instances, therefore, dams and wells were
put down in advance of settlement. In other
instances, this work was done at the same
time as the settlement took place, while in
other cases it was dome after settlement.
There are about 2,000 dams and wells which
have been provided at a cost, runming into
abont half a million pounds.

Mr. Mungie: During what period?

The MINTSTER FOR WOREKS: During
the last 20 years or so. These dams were
put down when the districts were really in
the pioneering stages, o 28 to enable not
only the secttlers, but those who were drov-
ing and carting to stations, to procure water
supplies. These dams and wells wers main-
tained at the expense of the gemeral revenue.
Some years ago the Governmeni of the day
decided—I think rightly so, too—that they
could not be expected fairly to enntinve the
expenditure involved in the maintenance of
the dams. It was held that those who re-
ceived benefits from the wells and dams could
be expected reasonably to effect the neces-
sary repairs. It was not an unreascnable at-
titude to adopt that, should the dams become
silted up, the settlers in the districts should
give a day per season to remeove the silt and
clean out the drains so that when the rains
came, the water could have free access to
the dams, and so collect all the water pos-
sible. The Government were unable to find
the money for maintenance purposes and,
congequently, the dams and wells were
handed over to the road boarda in the
varioug distriets. I wish it were possible for
me to say that the department is satiefled
with the attention that has been given to the
dams. At the present time, I receive letters
almost daily from various districts pointing
out that there is a stringency regarding
water supply and that the people will be in
trouble because of the condition of the dams
and wells. As Minister of the day, and voie-
ing the views not only of the present Gov-
ernment, but of others with which I have
heen connected, T feel that this point should
be stressed to members of the agricultnral
distriets, so that they can mention it to the
road boards and iheir comstituents,

Mr. Heron: The agrieultural members are
not here to listen to you.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
must come a time when the special experdi-
ture undertaken by the Government must be
transferred to the care of the local authori-
ties, Tt is not teo much to say that that
burden ehould be accepted im the districts
concerned, Some of those authorities have
been accustomed to lock to the Government
for everything that should be done and now,
in a time of financinl stress, they (e not un-
derstand that "‘God helps those who help
themselves, ' *

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That only means
putting the tax on to another party.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Hardly
as much as that. Tt means that these dis-
tricts should certainly look after their own
concerns as much as possible. There has
been trouble from time to time regarding
centralisation. This i3 one direetion in which
I think decentralisation ean be earried out,
supported by common sense.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Decentralisation is
wanted only outside the wmetropolitan area.

The MINTISTER FOR WORKS: We
have other water schemes at Meekatharra,
Cue, Day Dawn, and other places. The re-
port of the Public Works Department shows
that the finaneial condition of these schemies
is net good. It is, of course, the result of
the migration of population owing to the de-
cline of the fields. This agpect has had con-
giderable thought from the departmental
officers and will have to be considered by the
Government. The Narrogin water scheme was
opened a week or s¢ ago, and I helieve it
may be looked upon as a suceessful effort on
the part of those responsible.

Mr. Pickering: What did it cost?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: About
£30.000 odd. The Railway Department con-
tributed towards the cost, and will dAraw its
water from the scheme. The Wicherina
scheme at Geraldton is progressing very well,
and it i hoped that early in the new year
it will be posaible to give Geraldton the new
supply, which will be ample and of good
quality.

The CHAIRMAN: Ts not the Minister get-
ting away from the division? We are on
Goldfields Water Supply.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS:
thia comes under the same department.

The CHATRMAN: Tf the Committee has
no objection, the Minister may proceed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: A ques-
tion acitatine Kalgoorlie members is whether,
ginee the sinking fund payments have been
set aside for the time heing, a rednction in
the price of water will not be possihle. That
qrestion is being carefully eonsidered, but the
inquniries are not yet complete.

Mr. Corboy: How about allowing water for
the moncy prid in meter rentst

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1 will
deal with that presently. The cost of pump-
ing water up to Kalgoorlie is in excess of
what is received.

Hon., W. C. Angwin: Is that allowing for
what the agriculteral areas ought to pay?

But
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
We give the scheme full eredit for that., I
have had prepared n diagram showing the
cost of water at every station. Goldfields
niembers are keen upon the provision of cheap
water for low grade mines. It is contended
that if cheap water could be supplied to those
mines, although it would mean a loss to the
department, yet the benefits resulting to the
State would more than offset that loss. T
have put that contention before my officers,
and T can assure hon. memblers that as soon
as we get into recess the matter will be final-
ised and a recommendation made to Cabinet.

Mr. MUXNSIE (Hannans) [10.45]: T should
hiave heen better pleased if the Minister bad
told us appregimately what the goldfields
scheme is losing, TFrom the figures supplied
here, T take it that if expectations are real-
iscd, a profit will be shown this year. I do
not know whether the Minister ia including
the £179,000 for interest and sinking fuond,
as in previous yveara, T have been turning up
‘‘Hansard *’ with a view to learning from the
report of the Treasurer's Buidget speech what
he was going to save this year in sinking fund
payments.

Hon., P, Collier: He said £58,000.

Mr. MUNSIE: Yet we find in this footnote
that the same amount is provided as was get
down last year. By wiping that out, and tak-
ing the actual expenditure and the estimated
income, we get a profit of £52,000, That
heing so, the Minister onught to endeavour tn
redluce the cost of water to low prade mines.
Only to-day T received from XKalgoorlie a
letter asking me to make suggestions as to
low the mininz industry could get some relief,
(iod onty knows, it wants relief. There is no
other industry in the State which, during the
last six nr seven vears, has been hit as hard
a8 has the mining indwstry. It is up to the
Government to do something to assist that
industry and, since they have been relieved
of the payment of sinking fund, the provi-
sion of cheap water appears to be a practie-
ahle form of assistance. T was disappointed
with the attitude of the Minister in respect
of outlying centres. A little over two years
ago the Covernment decided te pull up the
water main from Boorara to Bulong, evi-
dently with the intention of transferring the
pipes to some other loeality,

The Minister for Worka: To Meekntharra.

Mr. MUNSTIE: T am speaking of the pipe
line from Boorara to Bulong, and not that
fromm Lakeside to Boorara. People in the Bu-
long ilistriet ronning stock have to rely on
enc dam, and if that havnpened to go dry,
their holilines would he useless. It was sug-
pested that it would be wneconomieal to pull
the pives up. T do net know what it cost to
pull them np, but after they were taken out
of the ground, they were carted to Kalgoorlie
where they are gtill stacked. Tt was not
worth going to the expense of pulling them
ont of the ground as they are unfit for further
use. Had they been left in the ground, they
would have eontinned to serve a useful pur-
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prose, There was no great pressure on them,
because the water gravitated right to Bu-
long. The (ioverument have now decided to
pall up the pipes to the Boorara pumping sta-
tion. A reasonably fair find has been made
in the Boorara district quite recently. About
12 men are working these and the water was
leing used alse by two pastoralists.

The Minister for Works: = From
main?

Me. MUNSIE:
cattle in for water.

The Minpister for Works: They might have
done that. I was up therc and was assured
there were no residents within miles.

Mr. MUNSIE: The Minister could not have
gone far,

The Minister for Works:
rumping station,

Mr, MUNSIE: There has been no one in
that leeality, apart from the pumping sta-
tion man, for 12 or 13 years. Had the Min-
ister gone 214 miles south-east to Waterfall,
he would have found rvesidents who relied on
getting their water from the scheme. The
Minister, in reply to a question, 3aid it was
intended to utilise the pipes at Meckatharra.
I de not know whether he has had these
Pipes examined, but I am afraid that if he
pulls them up, he will find them in no better
condition than the other lot. They will not
Le fit to send to Meekatharra.

AMr. Harrison: Did the department use any
of the pipes which were lifted?

My, MUXSIE: Not one length of them;
they were. not fit to vse. In many places the
thumb conld be pressed through them.

The Minister for Works: Were they 3in.
galvanised iron pipesd

Mr. MUNSIE: They were 3in. pipes; 1
io not krow whether they were galvanised.

The Minister for Works: It saved an ex-
penditure of £800 by sending some of the
pipes from there to the sawmilla,

Mr. MUNSIE: T made inquirics three
weeks ago and was informed that all the
pipes pulled np, barring those which were
in too bad a state to be lifted on to the
lorry, were stacked at Kalgoorlie,

The Minister for Works: I shall injuire
into that.

Mr. MUNSTE: I hope the Minister will re-
consgider this matter and leave the pipes in
the Boorara line, They are costing nothing
for maintenance, and a considerable expendi-
ture will be involved if it is decided to pull
them un, When they are pulled up,.they will
probably be ugeless.

The Minister for Works:
to do that,

Mr. MUNSIE: T wish to warn the Min-
igter that that iz what will happen. Tn the
interests of the district the pipes should bs
allowed to remain in the ground. 1t is quite
right ta take pipes from a distriet where
they are not required and use them for a new
and promising centre, but it is a waste of
money to pull up worn-out pipes, which might
still be of service in the old district.

The Minister for Worke: I agree with you.

that

Yes; they brought their

I went to the

We do not want
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Mr. MUNSIE: There is still a possibility
of Waterfall producing a good deal of gold.
The district has not been abandoned by any
means. It is up to the Minister to give a
cheaper water supply to some of the low grade
mines in Kalgoorlie and along the pipe track.
Ever sinee I have been in Parliament, 1
bave advocated echeaper water for such
mines. In somé instances a redurtion has been
secured, but while the Government had to pay
interest and sinking fund on the scheme loan,
it was not a fair proposition to ask that
water be supplied at less than cost price and
the general taxpayer should make up the de-
fictency, Now that the scheme is free trom
the burden of interest and sinking iund, the
Covernment should supply water at a cheaper
rate. I realise some of the difficutties
There may be a well established mine work-
ing on fairly low grade ore and making a
success of it. If the Minister gives cheaper
water to some undeveloped low grade show,
he will be requested by the larger and more
successfnl show te be given water at the
same rate.

The Mipister for Works: That is so.

Mr. MUNSIE: That difficaity, however,
is not insurmountable. I do not know of
one company onrn the Golden Mile that is
squealing about the charge for water supplied
for gencral use. For the pumping cof {tail-
mgs, the Goverament supply water to some
of the big mines at less than it costs to
deliver it to Ealgoorlie.

Mr. Corboy: They are selling it cheaper
at Kalgoorlic than at Southern Cross.

Mr, MUNSIE: I refer particularly to the
Ureat Boulder, the Ivanhoe, and the Horse-
shoe.

Mr. Corboy: Amnd the South EKalgurli.

Mr. MUNSIE: These mines have had
cheap water for some years. I believe the
concession is at the rate of 1s. 6d. per
thousand. The Government will not permit
the companies to use aalt water. If a mine
has sufficient salt water to enable it to run
a ten-head battery, it cannot use it without
lesing the concession for fresh water. Salt
water, of course, cannot be used for hoiler
purposes. Dhirectly the mine attempts to use
its own salt water, the Government put up
the rates for fresh water about 300 per cent.
For the last two or three years the Miniater
has complained that if he gave any conces-
gion in the price he could not supply the
extra water on account of the pipe line
difficulties. Only two million gallons a day
are being supplied to Kalgoorlie. The rest
of the water is absorbed along the route.
If there was a demand for five million gallens
ver day the Minister could not supply it with
the present pipe line. He dare not put the
necessary pressure on the whole line, If
he cannot supply any extra demand, the
companies shonld he able to make up the
amount required by using their own salt
water withont being penalised.

Mr, Harrison: That was not the policy
of the present Government alone.
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Mr. MUNSIE: It has been the policy of
the Water Supply Department for many
years., The desire ia to make the Goldfields
Water 8cheme a paying propoesition. The
department has held that if a concession was
given in onédirection it would have to be
given in anothen That is a dog-in-the-
manger policy. The pipes are less efficient
than they were, and the longer they remain
in the ground the less efficient will they
become. It is necessary to ease the burden
of water costs upon the companies. There
are not many mines +n Kalgoorlie and
Boulder district which have water of their
own, and T cannot see why the Government
gshould object to their using salt water in
conjunction with fregh,

Mr. Harrison : That policy has fallen
heavily upon Westonia.

Mr. MUNSIE: Bome of the mines have
to waste their water because of the position
I have outlined. The Government have been
repaid for fully 90 per eent. of the meters
they supplied on the goldfields, and have had
ten times their value back.

The Minister for Works:
taken,

Mr. MUNSIE: The Government have
c¢harged 10s. 6d. per annum per meter, and
75 per cent. of the meters on the nelds have
been in exiatence for 15 years.

The Minister for Works: It costs somo-
thing to renair them.

Mr. Corboy: They have been in the ground
€or 15 years without being touched.

Mr. MUNSIE: They have returned
roughly about £8 eaeh, which ia surely in
exeess of their original cost. During the last
two or three years the Government have per-
mitted the householder to cut out his meter
tent by paying an exorbitant price for excess
water. Even in that respect the Government
are not giving the people a fair denl. Tf the
Minister will go into the matter, T am sure
he will devise some means of affording relief
to the goldfields people.

You are mis-

Mr. LUTEY (Brown Hill-Tvanhoe) [11.8]:
Have Ministers come to anv decision as to
supply of water to the goldfield=? What has
been the result of their negotiations with the
mining industry? The irdustrv deserves all
the assistance the Govermment can give it.
There are pensioners and men under the
Mire Warkera’ Relief Fund who are having
a hard strugele to make ends meet, They are
not in a position to pay the water meter
rents. The quantity of water they use is
gmall, and therefore they cet nn benefit from
the concession. Some consider~tion should
be given to these people by tha Minister.

Mr. CORBOY (Yilgarn) [11.107: T desire
to back up the remarks of the member for
Hannars, and to appeal to the Minister
to o personmally inte the matter and see in
what wav he can help. In resard to assist-
anfe to low prade shows T think we can
depend upon the co-operation of the Min-
ister for Mines. Some months ago I had
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occasion to place a case before him, and
ulthough the application was turned down
by the Minister for Water Supply, I still
hope that the announcement to he made by
that Minister in the new year will be one
with which we can aill be safisfied. Regard-
ing meter rents, I have at various times
eollected a little information. I have found
that in a number of cases the meters have
been in the ground for 15 or 16 years,
functioning without repair or remeval. Tho
meter rent has paid the cost of the meters
more than once. Some relief should be
given to goldfields residents in that respect.
In the metropolitan area there was origin-
ally a charge for meter rents, but that
charge was done away with some years ago,
the department recopnising that the meters
form portion of the departmental plant.
The Minister for Works: It was a mistake
that the meter rents were done away with,
Mr. CORBOY: Some people contend that
the Minister has got the money back by
imposing charges for water in other ways.
However, I would not be so unkind as to
make such a suggestion. In view of the
high price of water on the goldfields, and
in viow of the fact that the meters have
been more than paid for by the meter rents,
I think the charge should not be allowed to
remain. At Southern Cross the charge for
water is higher than at Kalgoorlie. Of
course T recogmise that Southern Cross uses
a great deal less water than Kalgoorlie uses,
and therefore it is made difficult for South-
ern Cross to obtain equal ecomsideration.

Mr. HICKMOTT (Pingelly) [11.14]: The
question of water for the agricultural areas
is one of the most sericus problems facing
the Government. There has been talk of
supplying those areas with water from
Mundaring Weir. I was surprised to hear
the Minister say that about half a million
had been spent on water conservation in
the agrieultural areas, My observation tells
me that the matter has only been tinkered
with. In all the Eastern States the Govern-
ments have laid down water supplies in the
agricultural distriets at a eost that in many
cases iz merely trifling as compared with
the cost here. TIn what are called the dry
areas of Victoria there is a splendid supply
of water from the River Murray, and the
water rate is about £7 per annum for 640
acres. 1 admit that there is a special diffi-
culty here, because frequently the ground
is not gond for holding. In other cases, I
am told, the water geis brackish if the dam
is sunk to any considerable depth. Some
of our dams, sunk to a specification furn.
ished bv the Water Sapply Department, will
not hold water for more than six weeks. As
sgon as dry weather sets in, the water
evaporates, As regards wells, let hon, mem-
bhera imagine a man carting water from a
well 100 feet deep and supplied omly with
a windlass, That is the equipment of many
wells in the agriculiural areas. Many of
the wells are 70, 80, 90 and even 100 feet
deep, and the settler has to pull the water
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up with the windlass and 611 his tanks. By
the time he gets home he almost requires
to go back again to the well. In many
seasons when there is sufficient razin to
make the grass and crops grow, there is not
snflicient to allow of water being conserved,
Dams in the agriculiural areas must be of
sufficient capacity to carry the settlers over
two years., Without such dams a permanent
water supply is out of tbe question. The
Government should come to the assistance
of the farmers in that respeet. Some little
time age the Minister said that to supply
water from the scheme would cost £30 for
1,000 acres.

The Minister for Works: In some places,
yes, and even as much ag £60.

Mr. HICKMOTT: From my kunowledge of
farming I say that uo man can pay such a
rate.

The Mirister for Works: The farmers say
they can, .

Mr. HICKMOTT: They may say that, but
it will be found that they cannot keep up
their payments.

The Minister for Worka: That is my
opinion too,
Mr. HICKMOTT : There are other

methods of supplying them with water, and
those methods must he adopted in order to
obtain a permanent supply. The problem
is one which, though difficult, will have to
he faced if we are going to keep our settlers
on the land and get them to produce as the
Government desire, Of course that is not
only the wish of the Government, but also
the wish of the people concerned. They
desire to produce more and more, and the
larger their production the better it will he
for the State, When I firat went into the
dry areas many farmers carted water over
distanees of 15 to 20 miles. In summer that
work occupied them practically the whole
of their time. Reverting to the rate quoted
for scheme water, T say it is impossible for
any farmer to pay £50 or £60 per thousand
acres,

The Minister for Works: Your deputy
leader assured me that the farmers could
pay that.

Mr, HICKMOTT: I would not like to
undertake such a responsibility, even
though it is absolutely necessary to have
water. In the old St. Arnaud shire of
Victoria, a very large shire covering hun-
dreds of square miles, before cheap water
was obtained from the Murray River it was
the practice to sink dams of 6,000 or 7,000
eubic yards in placcas where there was good
eatchment, and thus the farmers were, gen-
erally speaking, within three to five miles
of water. Those dams were one of the best
investments of the kind ever made by any
public body.

The Mirister for Works: Were the dams
lined?

Mr. HICKMOTT: No. They could sink
dams there very much cheaper than haa heen
possible here. I know of one 10,000-yard
dam, 20 feet deep, whieh was put down
for less than 1s. per yard. That dam
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was filled by the water scheme, and not dir-
ectly by rain. I believe the excavation of
tanka here costs from 2s. to 2s. 6d, or per-
haps more, per yard, and that is a very ex-
pensive item.  Many 2,000-yard dams have
been constructed in Vietoria for 64. or 8d.
a yard, The dams have to be decp because
if they are shallow the evaporatien is an im-
portant item. In some cases, the use of ti-
trees, which do not affect the water, has
been resorted to successfully as a covering to
prevent evaporation. The Water Supply De-
partment and the agriculturists should give
consideration to this matter with a view to
arriving at some seheme which will provide
the pcople with a permanent water supply.
The system in use in the mallee country of
Vietoria wounld bardly he applicable here be-
cause the country is more undulating in this
State. In Victoria the water is taken for
miles in open chanpels by gravitation and
the department will fill any sized dam that
is tequired. They specify that the settler
must have a 2,000-yard dam for every 640
acres, but if the farmer puts down a 10,000-
vard dam, the Jepartment will fill it with
water without extra charges being levied.
It wounld not be possible to supply water as
easily in this Stafe as we have not the flat
country that exists in Vietoria. In many
places, however, we have rock eatchment areas
which lend themselves to the construction of
tanks and dams from whiech goed permanent
supplies of water could ke drawn, That ean-
not he done in all eases, but T urge the Gov-
ernment to put forward every endeavour to
solve the problem of giving the people a per-
manent water supply. The Minister referred
to the fact that a number of dams and wells
construeted by the Government had been nep-
levted by the people. The peeple should be
compelled to keep those conveniences in order
once they are constructed by the Government.
In one ease a windmill waa sent to a district
and I do not think it was ever put to use
at all. It was ecrected in a slipshod manner
and was blown to pieces. In most instances,
the people have to draw up the water from
wells by windlasses which is an antiquated
method. I trust the Government will look into
these matters with a view to furnishing ade-
quate water supplies.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Bonlder) [11.25}: I
am _disappointed that the WMinister has not
made a definite statement this evening regard-
ing a reduction in the price of water on the
goldfields. If these Estimates are passed and
the Government are aliowed to go into recess,
nothing whatever will he done until Parlia-
ment meets again.

The Minister for Works: T can assure you
aomething will be done,

Hon, P. COLLTER: T have no doubt the
Minjster will make investigations and eause
inquiries to be set on foot =0 that he can get
reports, and so on, but no substantial reduc~
tion will he granted in the price of water.
The Government bave been aware of the im-
proved position for six menths. They have
known of it ever since the Premier returned
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in May or June. They were aware of the
fact that they were relieved from the neces-
sity of paying interest and sinking fund for
the future and that that represented =some-
thing like £100,000. I do not know how much
more it will be. Surely something can be
done by the Government on behalf of the
consumers on the goldfields. One of the first
things the present Government did on taking
ofiice was to reduce the price of water, drawn
from the scheme, in the agricultural areas,
although I am pretty safe in saying that at
that particular time the department were
showing a loss on iheir operations in the
agricultural areas. Notwithstanding that
faet, the reduction was made for the benefit
of the agriculturists.

Mr. Harrison: No loss was made,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, there was a loss.

The Minister tor Works: We reduced the
charges in some areas from 6s. to 2s., becanse
the adjacent districts were getting it at 2a.

Hon. P. COLLIER: But the fact remaina
that when the reduetion was made in the agri-
cultural areas there was a losa.

The Minister for Works: I cannot say ex-
actly, as I have not the figures with me.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: 1 know that that is
s0. The Minister said he would not make
the concession here and then went out and
did it as soon as Parliament elosed up.

The Minister for Works: 1 did?

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Yes, you did.

Mr. Harrison: And it was a very wise
action to take. It was a master stroke of
brginess, -

Hon. P. COLLIER: If the Government can
make a concession of that kind, it is re-
garded in the agrienltural distriets as a2 mas-
ter stroke of business.

Mr. Harrison: They made a profit by it.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: There is no profit
heing made now,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Will the member for
Avon (Mr. Harrison), or the Minister, say
what the position is now?

Mr. Harrison: Look at the footnote at-
tached to the Estimates. Tt refers to the
revenue expected from the scheme.

Hon, P. COLLIER: That is duve to the fact
that the Government have heen relieved from
the payment of interest and sinking fund
-this year.

Mr. Munsie: In any case the footnote has
no riecht to be there, according to what the
Premier aaid.

Hon, P. COLLIER: The fact is that the
Government made this eoncession in the agri-
cultural areas but they have not taken any
steps in the same direction in conneetion with
the goldfields areas. Tt is not unreasonable
tn ask that the Minigter shonld oive ug seme
definite statement before the Estimates are
passed. There has heen ample time to o
into the matter and come to a decision.
Surely when the Government are relieved of
‘tre resnonsibility of findine £100.000 ar more,
8 rvroportion.of that amount eould be given
by wav of relief t¢ the consumera on the
roldfields. We ean never forget what the
industry has done for the State. Now that
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mining can scarcely be carried on ot a profit,
the Government, relieved of the sinking fund
payments, ought to be able to make some sub-
gtantial concession to the industry. The
charge for remt of water meters ought to
be abolished within the next 24 hours. At one
time rent was charged on the ground that the
gcheme was a losing proposition.

The Minister for Works: The meters cost
in repairs quite as much as is paid for them
in rent,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Meters in the metro-
politan area cost the same for repairs, yet no
rental charge is made. Once the defence was
that metropolitan coansumers paid in rates
sufficient to cover the cost of the service ren-
dered including the cost of meter repairs—a
perfectly sound argument. But we have mow
reached a similar stage on the goldfields.
Here we have a department showing a profit
of £52,000 for this year. 'There can be no
loncer the slightest justification for charging
meter rent. [ hope the Minister will remove
that impost at once. But that slight econ-
cession will not be regarded as sufficient re-
lief to the mining industry. With the depart-
ment showing a prefit of £52,000, which is
most unusual

Ay, Teesdale: Ilighly irregnlar!

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, it is. We are nut
claiming the whole of that; we will be sat}s-
fied with a fair percentage of it. T am dis-
uprnointed that the Minister should not pe
able te give us something definite abhout this.
The question has been Taised for month§ past,
and requests have been made to the Minister
to go inte the matter and see what conld be
done. Something in the way of finality cught
to have been rearhed ere this, yet the Minis-
ter has nothing to say about a redvetion in
the charges made for water, I want from the
Minister an assurance that substantial relief
will he affarded. At Yeast half the £52.000
ought to go to the consumers. That wonld
be only 25 ner cent. of the total payments of
interest and sinking fund of which the Gor-
ernment have heen relieved, for the Premier
said it represcnted approximately £100,000.

AMr, HARRTRON (Aven) [11.371: A little
while ago at Bruce Rock a deputatinn waited
on the Premier in respeet of water snpoly,
Water for agriculture is of the utmost im-
portance. We need assistance to ennserve the
water supply. We have no rivers. no reser-
voirs of any moment; we have only the rain-
fall. and that requires to be conserved. From
that portion of my electorate around Wes-
tonin, enst of ihe rabbit-proof fence, have
come requests for an extension of the water
snpply. Also on the north side of the rail-
way, some distance out from Merredin, the
peonle want further assistance m that re-
apect, T thought the Minister would have
heard something from the Premier regnrding
these deputations and would have made a
statement to the Committee.

The Minister for Warks: What chanee has
a Minister to attend his office when we are
sitting here day and night?
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Hon. W. C. Angwin: I suggest that pro-
gress be reported now,

Mr., HARRISON: Where rock out-crops
oceur on the rises anid the catchment is suffi-
cient, investigation would be warranted to
aseertain the capital expenditure necessary to
reticulate an area of the surrounding distriet
frem such a rveservoir. The outlay on work
such as this would prebably be recouped in
a very short space of time, We require capi-
tal outlay for water supplies. There are
areas in which people are unable to earry
stock on account of the lack of water sup-
plies, and the fact of their being dependent
solely on wheat is not good from the point
of view of the State. The departmental
officials should be instrueted to investigate
the capital cost of such works, and ascertain
whether the enterprise would warrant the
ontlay. This matter has been bronght under
my noticc by one of the officers connected
with the Agricultural Bank and the Indus-
tries Assistance Board. A gentleman in the
Toodyay electorate saw me on two occasions
and T spoke to the Premier ahout it. This
matter should be followed up. I am with the
goldfield members in their desire to secure
water at a cheaper rate for the treating of
sands and slimes. T was surprised at the
Leader of the Opposition speaking ag he did
regarding a reduction of the rate, because it
would be the means of bringing further rev-
enue to the department and to utilities sueh
as the railways consequent on the inereased
number of stock which could be carried.

Hon. W. U, Angwin: The more the rail-
ways carry, the more they lose, aceording to
Yyour statement,

Mr. HARRTSON: I said nothing of the
kind. Xf in the oeccupied arcas water sup-
plies eonld be provided, it would be wise to
find the money for them. Some of the mines
were getting water for 1s. 6d. a thousand
gallons years before we in the agricultural
areas reeeived any reduction. I am convinced
that the heavier the consumption of water
conscquent on supplying it at a reduced rate,
the heavier will be the returns of revenue
acerning from increased production, If the
benefit ia not reaped by the Water Supply
Department it will certainly be rcaped hy
other utilities.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [11.44]: T have heen trying to look
up the figures in the reports and have been
unable to find any expenditure for the agri-
cultural areas, with the exception of the
copital cost. There are no figures showing
the quantity of water aupplied.

The Minister for Works: VYou mean from
the Goldfields water scheme?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Yes.

The Minister for Works: You would not
find those figures.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: The Avon district
is supplied from the water scheme, but the
quantities of water supplied are not shown.
The revenue last ycar was £13 443 and the
cost of. putting the water pipes in was £128,-
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335. Seven per cent. on that sum represcuts
£8,982, and after paying iunterest there
would mnot be much left to meet the
cost of pumping, the cost of the main
and the head works. The accounts shonld
show how these supplies pay. Tt is gen-
erally believed that the goldfields are get-
ting all the benefit from the water scheme.
For vears we have heard it said, *‘ Look what
we gre paying on the Goldficlds water scheme.
‘We are paying about £80,000 a year to sup-
ply water to the goldfields,’’ As a matter of
fact that water is distributed through agri-
c¢ultural towns and distriets right aloog the
railway line, and much of the loss is due to
the supplies between Mundaring and the gold-
fields and not to the goldfields at oll. It is
only right that a statement should be pre-
gented to Parliament in the form it used to
take. In the first year the Minister for
Works was here, we could consult the figures
and deeide whether it was a fair proposition.
T got into hot water for supporting the Min-
irter. I was accused of being antaponistic to
the agieunltural areas, because I exprossed the
balief that the Minister was justified in mak-
ing charges approzimate the cost of the ser-
vice. There was no allowance for head worka
or pumping. All that was charged was in-
tercst, sinking fund and a little for the water
distributed. Then ns soon as Iarliament
closed down the Minister reduced the rate
and, for the amount previously paid, sup-
plicd double the quantity of water. These
Estimates should have shown the exact po-
sition in the agricultural distriets. Last ses-
sion I asked for a rcturn, and though it was
not compiled to the date of presentation, it
contained sufficient information to show we
were losing £8,000 or £9,000 a year. Tt would
be well for members to realisc that there
are ather placea berides the metronolitan area
which are a drag on the revenue of this State.
Some members in the present Parliament—1
have not knewn of it in any other Parlia-
ment—seem to think that every penny of the
deficit represents expenditure in the metro-
politan area, and that none of the money has
been spent in the country. The last return 1
gaw showed a loss of about £3,000 a vear. At
the cheap rate of snpply from the goldfields
main, the engineer said the price charged
would not pay for delivery at the point of
digtribution, T hope the Minister will give
us the figures. The great demand that is
made upon him hy some sections of the com-
munity is snch that he may want some as-
sistance from us.

The MINISTER FOR WORES (Hon W.
T.  George—Murray-Wellington—in  reply)
[11.52]: Goldfields members have made a
legitimate inquiry as to whether or not the
transactions concerning the sinking fund
made by the Premier in London will or will
not bring about a reduction in the price of
water on the goldfields, T shonld be sorry
if T thought they had the idea that the Gov-
ernment were trying to lay aside thia ques-
tion. The Minister for Mines and I have not
had nn opportunity to go into it. While Par-
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Jiament is sitting Ministers have every mnerve
strained to carry on ¢urrent matters,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: [ have no sympathy
with the Premijer because he keeps us here.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: When we
get into recess the matter will have my seri-
oug attention and that of the Minister for
Mines. When we have investigated it we
shall have to see what view the Treasurer
takes of it. The report of the Public Works
Department shows a defieit for last year to
the 30th June of £116,000, which included
£97,000 for sinking fund. These figures must
cause the Minister in charge to be careful.
It is anticipated that the revenue this year
will be £185,000 and the eost of operations
£132,000. From these ficures the Leader of
the Opposition infers that the apparent profit
sbould be utilised to assist mine owmers to
find a more profitable outturn from their
mines. This point will he gone into. The
member for Brown Hill-Tvanhoe referred to
the pipes of the Golden Ridge water
acheme. If the pipes are not being used
and their quality is good enough to warrant
ns in moving them, they will certainly
be made use of instead of a demand being
made upon the Treasury for cash to buy
other pipes. T am not aware that the pipes
taken from Bulong are in the condition
stated. With regard to the pipe line to
Golden Ridge, I went over the ground with
Mr. O’Brien, and with Mr. McQueen, the
engineer at Kalgoorlie. T was assured they
had made tests and that the pipes were fit to
be transferred to Meekatharra, The reason
w"y they were not transferred there, where
they are needed, is that funds were not avail-
able for the corrying owt of the work. 1If
there is gold in the district and a reasonable
hone of development occurring there, well and
good. We would not be justified in moving
the pipes unless apd until we are satisfied
that the reported gold finds are of no
value, I am not anxious to pull up
pipes merely for the sake of doing so, nor
am I snxiors to make a call upon the Treas-
urer if other means ean be found for utilis-
ing material that exists in different parta of
the State. 1 will make inquiries into this
matter.

Mr, Mungie: What is the size of the pipes
between Lakeside and Boorara?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I halieve
they are 3in. pipes. I have noted what has
been paid about cheaper water, and inquiries
will be made into the question. If the de-
mand for water from the Mundaring weir en
ronte to Kalgoorlie is auech as to allow a cer-
tain quantity only to be delivered at Kal-
gnorlie, and the demand at Kalpoorlie is
preater than the supply, it is reasonable that
the question of allowing a proportion of salt
water to be used should be considered. If
we ecannot deliver the goods, we camnnot stifle
on industry by a dog-in-the-manger policy.
The Gorernment would not be likely to adopt
auch a policy. Meter rents have been referred
to. From my experience of the metropolitan
arep. water supply during the last two or
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three years, it seems to ‘me just that a charge
should be made for meters.

Hon. W. . Angwin: You do not pay for
# groeer's scales when he weighta out 1 lb.
of angar.

The MIX1ISTER FOR WORKS: No. The
cost of repajring and replacing meters is a
very heavy charge upon the department in
the metropolitan area and in Kalgoorlie.

Mr, Muonsie: They often get correded here.

The MINISTER FOR WORES: I have
discussed with the engineer in charge whether
it would not be better to take away all meters
in eertain parts rather than incur the oxpense
necessary upon repairs. 'We have a staff of
10 or 12 at Lottus-street, who devote most of
their time to looking after the 20,000 meters
in the metropolitan area. Tha time is fast
coming when the question of the price of
water in the metropolitan area will have to
be considered by Parliament, with a view to
making ends meet. A goldfields member
pleaded the ease of men out of work, or only
partially employed. The hon. member urged
thnt in such cases payment of meter rents
should not be insisted upon, If there are any
genuine cases of the kind, in connection with
cither meter rents or water rates, there is no
desive in the department to behave harshly.
The State has a right to be paid for services
rendered, but the State eannot be a hard and
fast machine, without consideration for people
who have been overtaken by misfortune. If
sueh cases are brought before the Minister
for Water Supply, he will attend to them.
The memhker for Pingelly gave us a most
interesting address on water supply in Vie-
toria. I only wish we had here the favour-
able conditions obtaining there, But we have
not. We cannot sink dama se cheaply here
as they ean in Vietoria, or as they could a
few years ago. When [ stated that nearly
half a million pounds had been spent upon the
sinking of wells and dams in the agricul-
tural areas, I waa well within the mark. The
department have had quite a number of re-
quests for dams, either directly, or through
the Premier or vigiting Ministers. Tt has
been quite impossible to accede to those re-
quests. A 3,000-yard dam put down by the
engineers wounld cost £2,000 or more, and that
fact makes the matter a aerious ome for the
Treasurer. To put a hole into the ground is
one thing. bt in many cases lining and fene-
ing would be required, and these things in-
volve much more expense. The member for
Pinoelly remarked that farmers had been
quoted £50 or £A0 per thousand acres for
water from the goldfields scheme. T interjected
that the farmers had expressed their willing-
ness and ability to pay that amount, and that
the Deputy Leader of the Country Party—
whose electorate includes Totadgin—had as-
sured me—I presume he has assured the Pre-
mier also-—that the farmers can pay that
charge and will pay it. I feel, like the mem-
her for Pingelly, that when once the Gov-
ernment vt the water into those districts at
a cost of £100,000 or £120,000, they might re-
eeive payment of the rates so long as things
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went all right, bt that if a lean period eame
to the farmers the Government might have fo
whistle for their money. However, the re-
quest will be fully considered. Undoubtedly
the water question must be faced by the Gov-
ernment with a determination to beat it:
otherwise the farmer cannot and will not
stay. That is a consideration which must
weigh with those who take the responsibility
ot what shall be done. I am glad the mem-
ber for Pingelly agrced with the Government
that where dams and wells are put down,
those who bencfit by them should care for
the maintenance. That is the only fair and
honest way of dealing with the matter. The
Leader of the Opposition expressed himself
ag ineredulous regarding any substantial re-
duction being made in the price of water
once these Estimates are passed. While T canrot
give the hon, gentleman any assurance in the
matter, I repeat that the MMinister for Mines
and the Minister for Water Supply will go
geripusly into the whole question so soan as
they have a chance, in recess, of tackling
their work, The Leader of the Oppogsition
suggested that the £52,000 shown as pros-
peetive profit of the department should he
shared by the consumers. I have taken a
note of the sugpgestion, and in the represen-
tations which T shall shortly he making for
tha Treasurer’s consideration that point will
not be overlooked. The Westonia water sup-
ply T will have inquired into, and will advise
the hon. member concerned as promptly as
possible. I think there is something in his
idea that, provided the momey can be found,
we should utilise such rocky catchments as
exist to conserve water. I will see that that
matter receives consideration. The member
for North-East Fremantla referred to an omis-
sion in the financial statement of the depart-
ment.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It was the same last
year.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T assure
the hon, member that that has not been done
with any idea of misleading the Committee.
The revenue accounts of each department will
be feund on pages 6 and 7 of the Estimates.

Hon. W, C, Angwin: The revenus is there,
but the expenditure is not.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That point
also I note. If the hon. member will move
for a return, I will have the information got
out and placed at his service. Any further
information the Committee may desire I
shall be glad to furnish.

Hon, P. Colliet: The information as to rev-
enune is of very little value without the ecor-
responding information as to expenditure.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Government Refrigerating Works,
£5.604—agreed to.

Vote—Kalgoorlie Abattoirs, £3,619:

Mr. LUTEY: The revenue from the Kal-
gorlie abattoirs in 1921-22 was £4,633, and
the expenditure £3,157, leaving a profit of
£1,476. Notwithstanding that profit, it is
proposed to inerease the charge for bullocks
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by 6d. and the charge for sheep by 1d. per
head. At Midland Junetion the charges are
3s. 6d. and 6d. per head, respectively, these
charges including fees for water, etre,,
At Kalgoorlie the present charges levied are
4s. 6d. per head for bullocks and 1s. 14. for
sheep, In addition there has to be paid 1d.
per day vwater fees for cattle and 15d. per
day for sheep. On top of that, although
there is already paid so much more than is
charged at the Midland Junction abattoirs,
it is proposed to levy an extra fee of 6d. per
head for bullocks and 1d. per head for sheep.
This is most unjust. I do not see why the
goldfields people should he taxed so much
more heavily than those waing the Midland
Junetion works. T hope the Minister will
look into the question and see if he canmnot
make a reduction, rather than an inerease in
the charges, sccing that a profit has heen
derived fromm the Kalgoorie abattoirs, There
are one or twe other matters which should be
remedied. For instance, the pens for sheep
are not covered. I{on. members can under-
stand what it means to pen up sheep in hot
weather, withont any cover. On days when
the temperature is 110 degrees in the shade,
the water that the sheep have to drink be-
comes quite hot. It is cruelty to amimals to
permit this to continue, Only half of the
hullock pens are covered, and in the drying
yards the ekins andl hkides have to lie ex-
posed to the rain in winter and the hot sun
in surmmer. This must mean a loss of hun-
dreds of pounds to the goldfields people.
These matters should be remedied as soan a8
possible, The value of the skins and hides
deteriorates considerably both in summer
and winter owing to the eondition of the
yards, There ia another matter affecting
the abattoirs which conld easily be rectifled.
Therc is hot and cold water available, but
there is no room where the men ean change,
They have to sit around in various places to
eat their crib and when they want to change
after work, some do 80 in .the sheep pens,
while others have to go to other parts of the
abattoirs. A emall expenditure only would
be required to remedy this position. 1
brought up this matter before and I under-
stood that the Minister was favourable to
making the negessary improvements so as to
provide the men with 2 room in which to
change. I truet these matters will receive
consideration,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The financial position regarding the Kalgoor-
lie abattoirs at the moment is not such as
the member for Brownhill-Ivanhoe suggested.
Naturally having regard to the financial
position, the comsumers always have to pay
and we have had to increase the charges to
make ends meet, if possible. Immediately
I found it was necessary to increase the
charges, I wrote to the members for the dis-
tricts affected, namely, Kalgoorlie and Boul-
der,

Mr, Mansie: The abattoirs happened to
be in my electorate. You did not notify me.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The comparison between the Midland June-
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tion and Kalgoorlie abattoirs is hardly a fair
one, because we put through at Midland
Junction as muech stock in one day as is put
through at Kalgoorlie in a week, Tf more
stock were put through on the fields, we
would be able to reduce the prices. At Kal.
goorlie in 1914 the Lkill totalled 70,741,
whereas Inst year it totalled 56,274. How-
ever, T will look into these matters, intlud-
ing the question of the accommodation for the

men.
Mr. MUNSIE: T am pleased that the
memher for Browahill-Tvanhoe raised the

question of the increased prices levied upon
the goldfields people. How ecan any private
member nnderatand anything about the fin-
ances when the Estimates are prepared in
their present form? I do not doubt the
Minister’s word but the Estimates are is-
sued practically as a balance sheet, If the
Bgures diselosed do not show the actual posti-
tion at Kaleoorlie abattoirs, how can we
be rxne-ted to understand what it really is?

The Minister for Agrieulture: I spoke of
the rosition as it is at the present moment,
The Estimates disclose the position at the
end of the finaneizl year.

Mr. MUNSIE: The Estimates show that
vou received £4,633 in revenue.

The Premier: Interest had to go on to
that.

Mr. MUNSTE: Why is not the interest
wehnded in the itemst

The Premier: It never is included in the
Estimates,

Mr. MUNSIE: Taking the figures as they
appear in t"e Ectimates, they show that there
was an a tnal profit of £1,476. 1f the revenue
gave that inerease over the actual expendi-
ture, it 1= not right to put up the charges at
the abattoirs. The Kalgoorlie people have
been willing pavers all through, and the mis-
take we have made is that we have not car-
ried onr rrotests further. Why does the Min-
ister want to inerense the cost this year?

The Minister for Apgriculture: I told you
they were showing a loss.

Mr. MUNSIE: Then why i3 it not shown
here? What is the use of Estimates such
as these?

Hon. P. COLLIER: When the Minister
save they show a loss I take it he means
including interest, What the capital ex-
penditure has been we do not know. I
should lke to know whether, when any
works in other parts of the State begin to
show a loss, the charpes are inereased in
ordsr tn cover it.

The Premier: Of course they are.

Hon. P. COLLIER: T do not think so. In
agriculinral areas losses are made in many
Governmcnt undertakings notwithstanding
whirh the charges are not increased.

The Premier: 8o, too, on the goldfields, in
works such as water supplies.

Hon. P, COLLIER: But water supplies
onteide the scheme are free. In agricul-
tural =reas. on water supnlies apart from the
scheme, there has been much greater
capital expenditure than on similar sup-
plies on the goldfields. Yet immediately
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there is a losa on the goldfields, up go the
charges. Secarcely ever are charges in the
agricultural areas increased. Indeed they
are decreased, even in respeet of concerns
showing a loss, as in the instance of the
scheme water.

Mr. Harrison: We pay 2s. 6d. per thou-
sand gallona for water,

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not know how
long metropolitan members will continue to
submit to nearly the whole of the expendi-
ture of the State going to one part of the
State where great losses are incurred, while
people in the metropolitan arca are called
upon to pay every time. The very tram
fareg are ‘increased in order to cover losses
in the agricultural areas,

Mr. Harrison: The railway fares also have
been increased.

Hon. P. COLLIER:
scrvice shows a profit, without any in-
creased charges. It is time the people in
the agricultural areaa had their charges in-
erenced, if charges are to be inereased in
respect of cther sections of the community.
Immediately there is a proposal to spend
money on the provision of necessary faecili-
ties in the metropolitan area, members on
the eross beneches explode and threaten the
very existence of the Government. There
must he no expenditure in the city. All
the money is wanted for the agriculteral
areas, and if the Government dare to spend
any more money on tramway extensions,
out they go. That is the threat held over
the Premier.

The Premicr: Oh no.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If 1 represented a
city electorate I would not so tamely sit
down and be content with the wretched
water service, and have increased tram
fares heaped on me and my constituents. I
never knew so gilent a gang of members as
those representing metropolitan electorates.

Mr. Piesse: That is a gag.

Hon, P. COLLIER: It is not a gag. It is
a faet. Ts it not a fact that the profit
made on the tramways is paid into revenue?

Mr. Piesse: Ig it not a faet that Goomal-
ling pays Bs. per thousand gallons for its
water?

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not know.

Mr. Munsie: No consumer on the ficlds
gets a gallon at less than Gs. 6d. per
thousand gallens.

Hon. P, COLLIER: s it logieal that be-
cause Goomalling pays 8s. per thounsand
gallons therefore everything I am saying is
merely a gag? The hon. member declared
my remark to be a gag, and in proof of
that he says Goomalling pays 8s, per thou-
sand gallons for water.

The CHATRMAXN: I think we are ‘wander-
ing from the division.

Hon. P. COLLIER: We are dealing with
increased charges on the goldfields.

Hon. W. C, Angwin: At Goomalling they
do not use much water at 8s. per thousand,
for they paid only £640 last year.

Hon, P, COLLIER: If metropolitar mem-
bers had any regard for the inferests of

But the tramway
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their constituents they would not tamely
git down and submit to this sort of thing.

The Premier: The abattoirs ought to pay.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Yes, so long as equal
treatment is meted out everywhere. If
concerns in other parts of the State had to
pay higher charges, I should not c¢omplain
of the abattoirs being made to pay. I
object to a goldfields concern being singled
out as one which muat be made to pay when
many other services rendered by the Gov-
ernment are not required to pay.

The Premier: Yes, they are.

Hon. P. COLLIER: They are not; I could
name no end of them,

Hon. W, ¢. Angwin: I suggesi that the
Government get £30,000 from the Gascoyne
Vermin Board.

The CHAIRMAN: There is no mention
of the Gascoyne Vermin Board in these
Estimates.

Hon, P, COLLIER: You, Mr. Chairman,
know the posilion in the Gascoyne district
where the people repudiated their contract
and refused to pay. Are they paying any-
thing now? I suppose the amount is carried
over as a liability.

The CHATRMAN: The district of Gas-
coyne iz not under discussion at present,

Hon. P. COLLIER: I admit 4t is a big
step from the Kalgoorlie abattoirs to Gas-
coyne. I do not hlame the Government for
making charges to cover the cost of services
rendered, but this principle should be
applied all round. Talk about spoils to the
vietors !

The Minister for Agrienlture: The killing
is decreasing and I do mnot think the
butchers have put np their prices.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Of eourse nome of
these people put up their charges.

The Minister for Agriculture: It will not
result in any alteration in the price of meat
at Kalgoorlie.

Hon. P, COLLIER: If the extra charges
levied work out at a farthing, the differeneg
is overcome by adding 3d. to the retail
price.

The Minister for Agriculture: *If we
charge an extra 1s, per bullock, it would be
infinitesimal in the retail price.

Hon. P. COLLTER: I remember a wages
board decision in Vietoria which gave milk
carters an increase in wages. The increase
involved one dairyman in an extra outlay of
£3 per week, but he increased the price of
milk to bring in £30 a week, so that as a
result of that decision he gained £27 a week,

Mr. Pickering: He showed business
acumen

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is the principle
usually’ adopted. While the Labour Gov-
ernment were in office railway rates were
inereased slightly, and the business people
of Kalgoorlie and Boulder immediately in-
creased the price of their commodities. The
price of sugar was inereased by 1d. per b,
and the people were told it waas due to the
inereased railway rate. Yet the increase in
the railway rate per 1lb. of sugar was an
almost infinitesimal fraction of a penny. X
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do not know whether the butchers will make
this an excuse for increasing the price of
meat, but I hope the charges on the fields
will not be increased more than is necessary.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Metropolitan Area Abattoirs and
Sale Yards, £15,580:

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: 1s there any
intention of elosing down the Government
abattoirs at Fremantle?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
None whatever. We have leased the Union
and Anchorage abattoirs, and we cannot see
that there will be any necessity to close them
down until we review the whole abattoire
poliey.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The butchers of
Fremantle think they will have to go to the
freezing works.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
If the freezing works are good enough to
slaughter stock for export, I see no reason
why these works, when completed, should net
be proclaimed as abattoirs. When the Ab-
battoirs Act came into foree in 1909, every
slaughter yard in the metropolitan area was
automatically closed. Since that time any-
one who has built works has known he took
the risk of their not heing proclaimed as Gov-
ernment abattoirs. If it should happen that
the new works arc proclaimed as abattoirs

. for loeal killing, T think we shall have to

bring 6ur own abattoirs at Midland June-
tion on to more modern Jines, and provide
them with better equipment. We shall have
to continue the present abattoir system for

. some time.

Hon, W. . ANGWIN: Immediately the
Goverament close their old abattoirs there
will be nothing left for the butchers of the
Fremantle district but a private monopoly.
They object to that. They prefer to carry
on the present system, and to do their own
killing, rather than be compelled to ecome
under the eontrul of a company. Why should
the Government drive these people into the
hands of a private company?

The Minister for Agriculture: We are not
driving them.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN:
that this is their intention.

The Minister for Agricnlture:
no foundation for it.

Honx. W, C. ANGWIN: The quantity
of beef that is available will be insufficient
for export.

The Minister for Agriculture:
be proclaimed abattoirs.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: They are pro-
elaimed. I do not say that the works are
not suitable as abattoirs, but T want to pre-
vent the Government from closing them down
and driving the butchers into the hands of
a monopoly.

The Minister for Agriculture: I will give
you my word on that seore.

Vote put and passed

Progress reported.

Houge adjourned at 12.45 a.m. (Friday.)

It is rumoured

There ia

They must



