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It does not seem to admit of doubt that
the general policy of the law is opposed to
all restraints upon liberty of individual
action which are injurious to the interests
of the State or community. It must not be
forgotten that the community has a material
interest in maintaining the rules of fair
dealing between man and man.

Lord Macknaghtan summed up the position
in these words--

The true view at the present time, I
think, is this: The public have an interest
in every person's carrying on his trade
freely. So has the individual. All inter.
ference with individual liberty of action in
trading, and all restraints of trade of them
selves, if there is nothing more, are eon
trsary to public policy and therefore void.
There is the general rule. But there are
exceptions. Restraints of trade and inter-
ference with individual liberty of action
may be justified by the special circum-
stances of a particular ease. It is a suf-
ficient justifcationt if the restriction is
reasonable . .. that is in reference to the
interests of the parties concerned and
reasonable in reference to the interests of
the public, so framed and so guarded as to
afford adequate protection to the party in
whose favour it is imposed, while at the
same time it is in no way injurious to the
public. That, I think, is the fair result of
all tine authorities.

These outside municipalities such as Clare-
wnont and Cotteslee have the right to come in
and say, "the agreement between the Gov-
ernment and the Premantle Tramway Board
may be good as between those parties, but it
is infringing upon our rights, and therefore
is void as against us."I That is why the re-
port of the select committee is perfectly con-
sistent. The agreement is good as between
the parties, and is void only as regards out-
side bodies.

Question put, and a division taken with
the following result--

Ayes . . .- 11
Noes .. - . 6

Majority for..

AYE
lien. F. A. Englin
Hon, H. Roan
BOO. J. Duffeil
Bon. J. Ewing
Mion. V. Hamersier
Han. E. H. Harris

Noss-
Ran- H. P. C-olebatch H
Hon. R. J. Lynn IH
Mon. LT. M. Macfarlane
Hon. J1. Nicholson I

Question thus passed.
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Hion, A. Lo
HOD. 0. W.
Hon. H. Se
Hon. F~ ,3. 5
HOn. 3. 3.
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House adjourned at 6.20 p.
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER took the Chair
at 2.301 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION--AVONDALE ESTATE.
Bon. I', COLIER asked the Premier: 1,

What 'was the price paid per acre by the
Government for the repurchased Avondale Es-
tate situated at Beverley? 2, How many acres
have beeni sold and what is the selling price
per acre?

.The PREMIER replied: This question can
best be ansivered by a return, which I hope
to lay on the Table at the next sitting.

QUEST ION-STORMI WATER DRAINS,
FREMANTLE.

laol. W. C. ANTGWIN (for Mr. Gibson)
asked the M1inister for Works: 1, What is the
capital cost of each storiwater drain in the
fremontlu Municipality? 2, 'What is the
anmont of revenue received by the Govern-
nment by way of stormwater rate for each of
the above drains? 3, How long does the Gav-
erment intend to place that charge on the
rate payers!

The MINISTER IFOR WORKS replied:
This infornmation should have heen asked for
in the form of a return. It will take some,
time to prepare, but will be got ready as
quickly as possible.

vekin

Miles QUESTION-PUBLIC SERVICE APPEAL
Wilon BOARD.

Holmes M1r. HUGHES asked the Premier: 3, Has
(Teust) he read the report of the Public Service Com-

missioner in which, discussing the Public Ser-
vice Appeal Board, he stated inter alia, on
page 5:-" 1One of the difficulties to be con-

3waft tended with is the irresponsibility of evidence
given by some witnesses called from outside
the ser-ice. Mfy representative may obtain(Teller.) excellent evidence as to salaries paid outside
the service to place before the board, but is
met with a refusal to allow in formation given

In. to him to be used publicly, whereas appellants
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brouqhlt witnesses who had no hesitation-
sometimes with very scanty knowledge of the
officer 'a work-lu expressing the opinion that
the officer appealing was considerably under-
paid; such evidence in some instances being
givent by in who had buisiness, relationships
with the department in which the appellant
was em Ioyed "? 2, Will he make inquiries of
the Prblie Service Commissioner for the pur-
pose of ascertaining whether the Coinmi-sioner cc-s-ders that there has been collusion
between peirsons from outside the service giv-
in~z pviden e and those officers, of the serviceon whose b-half such evidence has been given?

The PREMfIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, The
matter has been referred to the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner for his attention.

QUESTEON-CATTLE IMVPORTATIONS.
Mr. J7. H. SMITH (withiout notice) asked

the Minister for Agriculture: 1, Is it cor-
rect, as I h'tve been informed from different
sources, that cattle from the Eastern States
has been brought here during the last two
ineatl's. and are nlow grating in the Bruns-
wick district?9 2, If this is correct will the
Minister emulain why the regulation restric-
tions have been broken 9 i, Has any dry
stock arrived from the Eastern States at
any time within the last two months?

The 'MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1, No stock has been imported
from the Eastern States for the last 12
months other than for stud purposes. 2 and
3, Answered by No. 1.

SELECT COMMfITTEE-SOLDIER
SETTLEMENT.

Extension o± time.
On motion hy M~r. Wilson the time for

bringing up the report was extended until
the 20th December.

BILL-ESPERANCE NORTHWARDS
RAILWAY EXTENSION.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Council.

BIELL-HOSPITALS.

In Committee.

Resumed from the previous day ; Mr.
Angelo in the Chair; the Colonial Secretary
in charge of the Bill.

Clause 39-Hospital trust fuand:
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I mnove

an amendnent-
That in line 2 the word ''trust" be

struck out and '(Miniiter"l inserted -in
lieu.
Amendment put and passed; the clause,

as amended, agreed to.
Clause 40-Contribuitions to trust:

Hon. P. COLLIER: I hope this clause will
be struck out.

The Premier: WhVat will be the good of
the Bill?

Hon. P. COLLIER: There will still be
left the machinery clauses, This clause
seeks to impose a tax of Id. 'In the it upon
all inicomes, without regard to exemptions
except those for pensioners. It is an
iniquitous form of taxation. The principle
of having taxation for specific purposes is
wrong. If it were sound in this case, it
would be equally sound to tax for the main-
tenance of every departwent of State. It
is a departure from the recognised principle
of raising revenue.

roi,it of Order.
Hon. WV. C. Angwin: I rise to a point of

order. Subelnuse I rends--
E~very person in receipt of income,

salary or wages shall contribute to the
fund an amount calculated at such rates
not exceeding Id. for pound as Parlia-
ment may from time to time declare and
onset in respect of all such income, salary
or wages.

Tf-e Constitution Act as passed lnst session
prov'des-

Bills imposing taxation shall deal only
with the imposition of taxation, and any
provision therein dealiLig with any other
matter shall be of no erfect.
The Chairman: Before giving my decision

I would like to hear the arguments which
the Idbister in charge uf the Bill has to
offer on this point.

The Premier: I understand that the part
of this clause to which the member for
North-East F'remantle objects, is Sub-
clause 1. But when this Bill passes, it will
he necessary to bring down another Bill
imposing the tax. The present Bill does
not impose a tax. It merely says that the
tax, shall not exceed Id. in the pound of
in come.

Hon. T1. Walker: I am sorry I cannot fol-
low the Premier's anrument. This Bill
makes the imposition of the tax positively
imperative. There is no avoidance. No
provision is made for any subsequent cun-
firmnation or ratification. The subelauso
says ''shall contribute.' The tax is im-
posed here; the assessment from time to
time is left to Parliament. The subelause
la clearly mandatory, nd therefore imposes
a tax.

The Premier: But a tax could not be col-
lected under this clause.

Hon. T. Walker: The tax could not be
collected without this clause. All that is
left subsequently to Parliament is to assess
the tax.

The Premier : Parliament may say a
farthing in the pound.

Hon. T. Walker: But the burden, what-
ever it may be, is placed upon the people by
this tsubelause. The Constitution Acts
Amendment Act of last session. refers to
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''Bills imposing taxation." This subclnuse
ipssa tax of some kind. No person in

wItera Australia can escape it. The
thing could not be more emphatic.

The Minister for Mines: On our Bill files
we have measures dealing with taxation,
containing clauses framt, similarly to the
clause now under discussion. Clause 2 of
the Land and Income Tax Assessment
Amendment Bill says-

If tbe income chargeable of any person,
together with income received by him in
respect of the dividends of a company,
subject to duty tnder the Dividend Duties
Act, 1902, amounts during the year next
preceding the year of assessment to such
a sunm as if it were all income chargeable
would be liable to 'income tax at a rate
exceeding Is. 3d. in the pound.

There the amount is fixed, but the tax is not
imposed. A further measure is necessary to
impose the tax. The same thing applies here.
This is an assessment Hill, and without a
second measure the tax could not be collected.

Hon. P. Collier: But the Land and Income
Tax Assessment Amendment Bill, seeing that
it deals with nothing but taxation, would not
be out of order under the point raised by the
member for North-East Fremiantle.

The Minister for Mlines: Last year's mea-
sure amending the Constitution provides that
a Bill to impose a tax and collect it from the
ratepayer shall deal with that subject, and
that subject only.

Honl. \V. C. Aag~in: The Act does not
say "'impose and collect." It says only

impose '
The Minister for Mines: If we did not

pass a subsequent Bill to impose land and
income tax this year, then, notwithstanding
the Land and Income Tax Assessment Amend-
ment Act, we could not collect any revenue.
Exactly the same thing applies here. A Bill
must he introduced to impose the taxation.
The Solicitor-General, in drafting this Bill,
wast fully aware of the point, as is evid-nt
from a minute of his saying that the Bill
might be questioned on that point.

Hon. P. Collier: Whilst we have the great-
est regard for the opinion of the Solicitor-
General, that officer, after all, is not the final
authority upon our Constitution. I believe it
is on record that at least once in his lon g
official career the Solicitor-General has been
mistaken in his interpretation of an Act of
Parliament. T have it in mind that at least
once his views in that connection were not
endorsed by the courts of the land. The Min-
ister for Mines has quoted the Land and In-
come Tax Assessment Act and contends that
because it contains words similar to those in
the subelause under discussion, the Bill can-
not be out of order. That is entirely false
reasoning so far as the point raised is con-
cerned. The member for North-East Fre-
mantle relies on the wording of Subsection 7
of Section 2 of the Constitution Act Amend-
ment Act, 1921, which sets nut that Bills
imposing taxation shall deal only with the im-
picitftn of taxation. The point taken by the
Mlinis-ter regarding the Land and Income Tax

(78]

Assessment Act cannot stand because that
measure deals only with taxation, whereas the
Hospitals Bilk deals with other matters iis
well.

The Minister f or Mines: The Act imposes
taxation; this does not. Does the Bill im-
pose taxation?

Ron. W. C. Angolin: Of course it does.
The Minister for Mines: And the Solicitor-

General says it does not.
Hon. P. (:ollier: it cannot be questioned

that the Dill does tiot deal w~ithu taxation
alone.

The Minister for Mines: But it does not
impose taxation.

Hion. P. Collier: It does, in that it will be
imperative upon the House, should the clause
be agreed to, to impose taxation. The clause
initiates taxation and the tax will have to ho
imtposed. In those circumstances, I contend
that the clause does impose taxation.

The Minister for Mlines: If the Bill were
passed to-day, no tax could be levied until
another Bill had been brought before the
Chamber.

Hon. WV. C. Angwin: My point has been
put clearly by the member for Kanowna and
the Leader of the Orposition. The Bill deals
with matters in addition to taxation. The
clause states that every person in receipt of
an income shall contribute to the fund an
amiount calculated at such a rate not exceed-
ing Id. per pound as Parliament may from
time to time declare and enact.-

The Minister for Mfines: There you are!
Eon. W. C. Angwin: Under that clause,

the Bill does impose taxation.
The Premier: Not at all. You know that

very well.
Honl. W. C. Angwin: The Land and In-

come Tax Assessment Act imposes taxation
only. The Bill says what tax shall be paid.

The Premier: Yes, when Parliament says
so in another Bill.

Eon. W. C. Angwin: The Bill is contrary
to the Constitution Act Amendment Act and
I ask for a ruling.

The Chairman: The hon. member contends
that the Bill is not in order, because of Sub-
section 7 of Section 2 of the Constittution Act
Amendment Act passed last year. That sub-
section reads-

Bills imposing taxation shall deal only
with the imposition of taxation, and any
provision therein dealing with any other
matter shall be of no effect.

In my opinion, no tax can he paid under the
Bill any more than a tax could be paid under
the Land and Income Tax Assessment Act
without another measure being introduced
which we know an the Land and Tncomo Tax
Act. In the Land and Income Tax Assess-
ment Act, 1907, Section 9 reads almos-t simil-
aN tn the clause under dis'ussion. It is as
follows:-

Subjeet to the provisions of this Act
there shall be levied and paid to the Com-
missioner for the use of His Majesty, at
the tires and in the manner hereinafter
directed, a land tax at such Tate as Parlia-
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meat shall from time to time declare and
enact per pound sterling of the assessed
value of all land situate in Western Aus-
tralia.

The Bill provides in the suhelnuse tinder dis-
cussion as follows-

Every person in receipt of income, salary,
or wages shall contribute to the fund an
amount calculated at such rate not exceed-
ing one penny per pound as Parliament
may from timej to time declare and enact in
respect of all suchi income, salary or wages.

Ta my opinion, the clause oniy provides the
scale on which the tax is to he levied. it
specifies the inxiinum tax to be levied and,
therefore, I rule it is not a Bill imposing
taxation but one that provides merely the
scale on which taxation shall be levied. A
subsequenlt Bill wvill have to be introduced to
give effect to that provision so that the tax
can be collected. In the circumstances, T rnle
that the Bill is in order.

Dissent from Chairman's ruling.
Hon. W. C. Aagwin: I move-
That the Chnirmaa's ruling be dissented
f rem.

The grounds on which I move are that the
Hospitals Bill imposes a tax contrary to Sub-
section 7 of Section 2 of the Constitution Act
Amxendment Act, 1921, as the Hospitals Bill
deals with other matters.

[The Deputy Speaker resumed the Chair.)

The Chairman reported the dissent from
his ruiling.

lion. W. C. Angwin: Clause 40 provides
that any person in receipt of income, salary
or waves shall contribute to the fund. The
Coneqtit lion Act as amended last session pro-
vides, in Subsection 7 of Section 2, that
Bills imnosing taxation shall deal only with
the imposition of taxation, and that any pro.
visions t' erein dealing with any other matter
shall be of no effect. It has been said that
the Hlosoitals Bill is similar to the Land and
Income Tax Assessment Act. But that Act
deals exclusively with taxation, and has to he
followed by the Land and 1Icome Tax
Act proridinq what the tax shall be. The
Hospitals "Bill deals with other matters be-
sides ta'ation.

Hon. T. Walker: Indeed, the other matters
are the chief mitters.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I maintain, therefore,
that the Hospitals Bill is contrary to the
Constitution Act Amendment Act of 1921.

The 'Minister for Mines: The whole point
hinres on the question of whether the Hos-
pitals Bill imposes a tax. If, because of the
lang-aqe of Clause 40, it imposes a tax, then
the I and and Income Tax Assessment Act
also imposes a tax. Nobody knows better
than the bon. member that it does nothing of
tho ao-t, that it merely provides the machinery
for ass-essing a tax, The Hospitals Hill is
orly the machinery for imposing a tax. Be-
fore that tax can be levied, it will be neces-

sary to bring down another Bill. The bon.
uteiner knows that if; the positioni.

Hon. W. C. Aagwia: I know that this Bill
imiposes n tax.

The Minister for Mines: Then so also does
the Land and income Tax Assessment Act-
which is nonsense, for it has to be done by
a separate Act. The Hospitals Bill does not
lipose a tax, and so it does not come uinder
the Constitution Act.

lion. T. Walker: The Minister will not
deny that the Land anti rncome TAX Assess-
mecnt Act is a taxation measure. That being
so, it is perfectly right that language of the
kind employed in Clause 40 of the Hospitals
Bill should appear in that Act, because it
is a taxation measure and it deals with no-
thing but taxation. That is the point Thes
language employed in Clause 40 would be in
order in a taxation measure dealing with
nothing but taxation.

Mr. 'Money: But to come under the con-
stitution Art, the Bill must impose a tax.

Hon. T. Walker: The Bill lays down the
extent of the tar.

The Minister for 'Mines: But it does not
impose taxation.

Hon. T. Walker: The Land and Tncorine Tax
Assessment Act deals with nothing bat taxa-
tion.

Mr. M.Noney:- That is not the point. The
point is the imposition of a tax.

Heon. T. Walker: The Hospitals Bill im-
poses a tax, hot before the tax niaterialigs
we shall require another Bill. Still, the Sill
imposes a tax. It is the first stage in the
imposition of taxation.

?%r. Latham: Could the tax be collected
writhout another Bill!

lHon. Tr. Walker: One is the complement
of the other. in many instances several steps
are necessary, one being only the complement
to the other.

Mr. Mfoney: But this is not complete. There
is no imposition.

ionn. T. Walker: True, it is not complete,
but it is a necessary, step.

Mr. Latham: Only the bottom one.
W~on. T. Walker: It is the essential one.
The Colonial Secretary: One step does not

take you very far.
Hron. T. Walker: Never mind how far it

may take youl, it is part and parcel of the
thing.

The Colonial Secretary: It is ineffective by
itself.

Hon. P. Collier: You could not have got en
the second rung of the political ladder had
you not been on the first.

Hlan. T. Walker: It is here declared that
every person in receipt of income, salary or
wages shall contribute to the fund. There is
the foundation. This binds Parliament to
take a further step for the completion of the
imposition of taxation.

The Minis9ter for "Mines: Under your read-
ing of 'the Constitution Act, Clause 40 of the
Bill is9 in order, and the rest of the Bill is
out of order.
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Hon. T. Walker: Clause 40 has no right
to be in a Bill dealing with other matters.

The ' Minister for 'Mines: You are upside
down. You aire declaring the one legitimate
point in the Bill to be the one wrong point.

Hon. T. Walker: The Constitution Act
reads, "Bills imposing taxation shall deal
only with the imposition of taxation, and any
provision therein dealing with any other mat-
ter shall be. of no effect."I

The 'Minister for Mines- There you arel1
On your own showig Clause 40 is the only
legitimate clause in the Bill.

Hon. T. Walker: This is the only clause
on which the point can be raised. If the
Clause he struck out, the rest of the Bill will
be in order; but if the clause remains, the
rest of the Bill will he of no effect.

The Minister for Mines: Therefore this
clause is in order.

Hon. T. Walker: No, this is taking the
first step in the imposition of taxation.

H~on. P. Collier: And a mighty bigr step.Hon. T. Walker: A Bill con taining this
clause niust deal with matters of taxation.-
If there hie any matter affecting taxation in
A Bill, the rest of the Bill not dealing with
taxation is null and void.

The Minister for Mines: Then -you are
raising your point of order on the wrong
cla use,

Hion. T. Walker: It is the only point at
which it can be 'raised. How could we tell
until we camne to the clause whether the Bill
imposed taxation or not? This clause takes
'the first step towards taxation. The clause
appears in a nmensure which is not a taxation
measure like an Income Tax Bill. An In-
come Tax Bill is purely a taxation measure,
and therefore a clause of this kind would be
harmonious in it, but where the rest of the
Bill is extraneous to that clause, it nullifies
the Bill.

The Minister for Mines: It does not im-
pose a tax.

Iron. T. Walker: It is out of order in the
Bill. Thu latter portion of the clause only
renders the first portion more emphatic. It
must deal with taxation only. If it deals
With more, it is not worth a snap of the
fiogers.

The Minister for Mines: It says "ny
Bill to impose a tar."

Ron. T. Walker: And this Bill is a first
step in that direction.

The Minister for Mines interjected.
Hon. W. C. Angwvin: I wish the Minister

would shut up.
Hon. T. Walker: A man vho puts a razor

-to -another man's throat and draws blood
takes the first step towards murder.

The M1inister for Mines: He would net
have committed murder.

Hon. T. Walker: It is part of the pro-
cess. This is part of the process of impos-
ing taxation, a link in the chain, one of the
essentials to the imposition of taxation.

Mr. Hanrison: This is the razor which
has not been applied.

Hfon. T. Walker: It says "every person
shall contribute'' up to Id. in the pound.
That is a very strong application. This ap-
pears in a Bill which does not deal wholly
With taxation, and therefore it is out of
order in a Bill Which is ulterior to taxation
and a portion of which is for other purposes
entirely.

Mr. Money: There is a test which might
be applied by the member for Kanowna,. Let
there be an attempt under Clause 40 to col-
lect what he says is a tax, and what would
be the answer? The answer would be,
''Wait until it is imposed. It is not yet im-
posed.''

Ron. T. Walker: That is not a test.
M r. 'Money: Subsection 7 of Section 2 of

the Act of 1921 states that Bills imposing
taxation shall1 deal only with the imposition
of taxation, and any provision therein deal-
ing with any other matter shall be of no
effect. The point would arise when a mnea-
sure imposing taxation was brought down if
that measure included anything else. It is
as yet too early to raise the point, because
this measure does not impose taxation. We
must interpret it reasonably. Any tax lim-
posed is collectable, No tax could be col-
lected under Clause 40, because the provision
would be incomplete. Parliament would first
have to rdecide to impose the tax, and Par-
liament has not yet decided it.

Ron. W. C. Angwin: The clause definitely
states that every person in. receipt of income
shall contribute to the fund an amount not
exceeding Id.

Mr. Money: - Rend the balance of the
clause which stipulates when Parliament so
orders.

lIron. W. C. Aagwin: I am doubtful as to
that. The hion. member would take a case
in the court if I refused to pay my tax. He
would argue pretty forcibly that the measure
laid an obligation on me to contribute to the
fund.

Mr. Money: When Parliament imposes it.
Roan. W. C. Angwin: That is not a point

the lien. member would take in a court. Re
Would argue that the law cleatrly laid downL
that every person shall contribute, and, so
long ns the tax does not exceed 1d. it is eel-
lectable. This clause really imposesi a tax.
Parliament can vary the amount, but that is
the only difference.

The Premier: That is the admission we
Wrant.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: But the tax is im-
posed under this Bill.

The Premier:. It only declares the form
of tax.

Hon.' W. C . Anvwin: 'But it says every
person shall contribute.

Mr. Money: It not only fixes the amount,
but adds "as Parliament may declare and
enact.''

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The clause is con-
trary to the Constitution Act Amendment
Act because it contains other matter. The
hen, member said I was premature in raising
the point. This is the first time a Bill of
this kind has bean introduced since the pass-
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ing of the Constitution Act Amendment of
3921. 1 want to assist the Colonial Secre-
tary in getting the other provisions of the
Bill through.

The Colonial Secretary:- That is the spirit.
Hon. W. C. Angwin: I do not wish to

see the Bill declared of no effect after it has
left us.

The Premier: If there is no montey, there
can be no Bill.

Hon. W. C. Angvin: *Clause 40 imposes
a tax and contains other matters contrary to
the Constitution Act Amendment Act

The Deputy Speaker: The member for
North-East Fremantle, in the course of his
argument, said the Land and Income Tax
Assessment Act provided a tax. I em forti-
fied in the decision I am about to give by
the fact that when the ]Federal ]Income Tax
Assessment Bill was before the Senate in
1915, it was dealt writh as an ordinary Bill
and not as a Bill imposing taxation.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I did not say that.
The Deputy Speaker: 1 understood the

hon. mnember to say that.
lHon, W. C. Angwin: No, I referred to

the question of taxation only.
The Deputy Speaker- A message was re-

turned from the Senate to the House of Rep-
resentatives. requesting concurrence in the
amendments made, bat not requesting them.
The Land and Income Tax Assessment Act
does not impose taxation, but pioivides a
scale of taxation which- is imposed by the
Land Tax and Income Tax Act. In my
judg-ment, therefore, the ruling of the Chair-
man of Committees must be upheld.

Ifon. W. C. Angwin: The decision is quite
opposed to the reasons.

The 'Minister fur Mines. Fruou Our pioint
of view, the reasons are extraneous.

Committee reS0171ed.
Clause 40-Contrihut ions to trust:

Non. P. COLLIER: When the point of
order was raised, I was dealing with the ques-
tion of imposing a tax under this Bill.' This
is an. antiqusted method of raising taxation.
This elnuse appears in the Bill and the Bill
has been introduced because the Government
find themselves in need of additional revenue.
The, revenue for the year is not sufficient to
enable them to carry on the services of gov-
ernment, and they propose to rais-e an ad-
ditional £123,000. The proper and recog-
nised method of raising taxation should have
been adopted by the Government when they
found themselves in need of snore money.
They should have brought down a Bill deal-
ing with taxation generally, amending the ex-
isting -tatutes so that the additional amount
of revenue required might be obtained. The
question. of taxation should be confined to
taxation Bills and not extended to a measure
of this description. For more reasons than
one, the G-overnment refrained from adopting
that course. In the first place, it would have
been well known to the public that the Gov-
ernment were increasing taxation and so, to
avoid any hostility which might hare been

engendered towards the Government, they
decided to adopt this method under the guise
of a Hospitals Bill. There is no reference in
the Title to taxation and taxation is the sole
reason for the Bill. Under the Title of a
Hospitals Bill, the Government seek by a sub-
terfuge to raise ant additional £123,000 a
year by way of taxation. This method is not
justifiable. Why do not the Government
amiend tire Land and Income Tax Assessment
Bill, and by that means providc for raising
additional money!

Thu Premier: I do not know so much about
that. I do miot know that we would get it
through.

Roil. P. COLLIER: If members aire will-
ing to give the Government authority under
this Bill to raise £123,000, whby would they
not give the same authority under another
Bill? Yesterday they declared-although it
involved a loss, according to the Premier, of
£0, 000 a year-that no married person in re-
ceipt of less than £200 a year should be
liable for taxation, and no single person in
receipt of less than £9100 a year. Are they
going to stultify themselves to-day and say
that every person in the State, irrespective ot
iconic, shall he subject to taxation uinder this
Bill; It would be absurd, illogical and un-
reasonable to act in that -wa-y. Even a washer-
woman earning 15s. a week must pay under
this Bill.

The Colonial Secretary: She would be ex-
emipt.

lion. P. COLLIER: No. A girl in re-
ceipt of 2s. ad. a week would pay.

Mr. Money: That would he too small an
amount from whichi to make the deduction.

Hon. P. COLLIER. The cash could be col-
lected monthly or quarterly as the ease may-
be. No doubt the ingennity of some members
would be capable of devising means of ex-
tracting the tax even from an income of 2s.
Odi. a week.

Mfr. Mann: We had this in mind yester-
day.

lion. P. COLLIER: Was the hon. member
prepared to give something away yesterday,
so that he might take it back to-day! v This is
a miserable, contemptible and paltry subter-
fuge unmder the guise of sentiment. It may be
good sentiment, but it is not sound economics.

Mr. Teesdale: Is it the principle to which
you object? It cannot be a financial loss up-
on anyone..

Hon. P. COLLIER: I object to both. Al-
tho ugh yesterday* we declared that a man in
receipt of uinder £E200 a year should pay no
tax, under this wve propose to make him pay
i~s. 8d.

Mfr. Teesdale: Is that not something every-
body would like to do? People do not care
to be dependent upon charity.

Ilon. P. COLLIER: Ninety-five per cent.
of these people would not get any free ser-
vice. They would still be liable to pay for
their treatment in the hospital.

Mr. 'Mann: If they can afford it.
Hon. P. COLLIER: There is no other

form of taxation in this State in which the
man in receipt of a small income pays in the
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sane proportion to the man in receipt of a
large income. A an earning C5,000 a year
will pay only at the equivalent rate of the
man in receipt of 10s. a wveek.

The Premier: At 10s. he would not pay
anything.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, he will.
Mr. Teesdale: This ought to be cleared

up. One member says it will and the other
says it will not do so.

HoU. P. COLLIER: The Bill says that
people shall pay to the nearest pound. This
does Dot affect the principle.

The Premier: It does.
Hon. jP. C1OLIEl: The small wage

earner will actually pay more than the equi-
valent paid by the rich man.

Capt. Carter: He will get something for
that which he pays.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That assumes that
every taxpayer will be a charge upon the
Government for hospital attention.

Capt. Carter: It is possible to get it, but
it is not possible for the mn on the higher
rate to get it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Governmnent hope
to extract another £123,000, from the people
under the guise of sentiment.

Mr. Latham;: It is for a good purpose.
Hon. P. COLLIER: What a ridiculous and

nonsensical interjection. Will the hion. mem-
ber say that the money raised for educatioji,
or for maintaining the Claremont Asylum is
not wsci for a good purpose?

Mr. Latham: A man has to pay for services
if hie eon afford them.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Are we raising money
and spending it in a way that is not for a
good purpose. The purpose for which the
money is to be used does not enter into the
argument. This is a wretched, miserable,
paltry, contemptible form of taxation. The
days of special taxation for specific purposes
have long gone by. The recognised principle
of taxing is to impose taxation by way of
land to;, income tax, dividend tax, and so
forth, thereby raising sufficient funds for the
administration of the country. Did anyone
ever hear of such a retrograde step as making
every employer in the State a tax gatherert
The taxation under this Bill would require
the elaborate machinery of a special depart-
ment in order to ensure that every person
liable to pay the tax paid it, and that every
employer did the things imposed on him by
the Hill.

The Colonial Secretary: The wages sheets
would he open to inspection.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Minister's inter-
jection shows how costly the administration ot
the measure would he. How many inspectors
of wages sheets would be needed?

The Colonial Secretary: There is only one
inspector under the Stamp Act.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is mere grama-
phone information, which I am not going to
accept. The Minister should make himself
reasonably acquainted with the features of
his Bill. To say that one inspector would
suffice to check the wages sheets of all the

employers in the State from Wyndham to
Eucla is positively absurd.

The Colonial Secretary: He could check
them from time to time.

Mr. Mann: Every employer pots in a re-
turn of his employees to the Taxation De-
partment.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am not contending
that a check is impracticable. What I con-
tend is that the cheek will prove most costly.

Mr. Mann: But the inspector would not
need to travel air over the State.

Mr. Money: It would be the same as with
receipt stamps to-day. Receipts are not in-
spected, but the stamps are used by every-
body.

lion. P. COLLIER: The question of re-
ceipt stomps is a different matter altogether.
Even if the taxation under this Bill could be
collected without any additional cost, the
whole principle of it is wrong. The proposed
method of taxing is antiquated and ridiculous.
Meiubers in touch with the wvorking classes
know of thousands of eases of men struggling
on less than £4 a week, and finding themselves
unable to give their children the food they
should have. I know what a struggle thous-
ands of householders in casual employment
have i the metropolitan area, men getting
three dlays' work per week. How are such
men in a position to pay this tax? Even if
the amount is only lIs. Sd. per year, that

a mount would I requently mnean the difference
between a child getting a pair of boots or
going barefooted for another week. The
member for Leederville said some time ago
that a person with a higher income would
not benefit from the public hospitals. But
such a person benefits as well as the humble.
and poor, because hospitals reader a comn-
munity service.

Capt. Carter: Then everybody gets a quid
pro quo. That is your argument.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, in the same way
as in the matter of education. That being
so, let taxpayers pay in accordance with the
recognised method. Th agiding principle
is that a man shall noht he, called upon to
pay taxation unless he is in receipt of an
income which enables him to pay. The money
to be raised unier this Bill is money required
in a general way by the Government to main-
tain the services of the State. That being
so, the ordinarily accepted methods of
raising revenue should he adopted. Let
us follow the usual principle of taxation
and not adopt a miserahle policy of putting
a penny stamp on th6 receipts for wages of
10s. a week, and so on. I hope the clat'se
will be deleted for it should form no part
of a Bill of this description. There cannot
be any objection to the portions of the Bill
dealing with the maintenance and control of
hospitals, hut the taxation clause 9hould find
no place in a Bill described as a Hospitals
Bill.

The PREMIER: The Leader of the Op-
position would have the Committee believe
that he would give the people the control of
hospitals and allow them to draw on the
Treasury for their requirements.
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Hon. P. Collier: The Government would
have control, not the people.

The PREMIER: That is not so.
Ron. P. Collier: The Premier does not

know the Bill.
The PREMIER: Thd 'People will con-

trol the hospitals.
Mr. Marshall: Through their local com-

mittees?
The PREMIER: Yes. They will con-

tinue in control.
Hen. P. Collier: The Bill does not relieve

thenm at all.
The PREMIER: It 'will men that the

money raised will be spent to a large ex-
teat through the local committees. I do not
object to paying this taxation. 1 do not
think they wish to escape taxation. They ex-
pect to pay. We shall have to look after the
ordinary purposes of government, and there
are exemptions provided in connection with
our taxation proposals.

Hon. P. Collier: This is for the usual
purposes of government.

The PREMIER:. It is not.
Hon. P. Collier: Yes it is, just as much

as education and so forth.
The PREMIER: Not at all. It would be

absurd for the Committee to believe that
people object to paying something. Under the
amendment agreed to by the Committee,' in
Connection with the income tax proposals, it
means that the whole burden of taxation will
fail upon 18,000 people.

'Mr. Marshall: It should fall on a fewer
number than that.

The PREMIER: I1 have? no doubt the
hon. member thinks so, but when the whole
of that burden falls on only 18,000 people
we are going too far.

Mr. Hughes: Some of the 18,000 can pass
it on.

Mr. Marshall: Some of those who receive
an income of thousands are not too badly off.

The PREMIER: To say that 18,000
people are to pay the whole of the income
tar imposed in Western Australia is going
altgether too far. r believe in exempting
people in receipt of under £200.

Ron. P. Collier: But you voted against
the proposal last night.

The PREMIER: Yes, because we were re-
lieving people drawiag up to £800.

Hon. P. Collier: You were against giving
Pa conces sion to a man receiving E15~6.

The PREMIIER.. I sin not opposed to that,
but I object to exempting a man getting
£ 800.

Hon. P. Collier:- It is Robson's choice with
You. You have been made to accept it.

31r. Munsie: Of how much will the man
getting £750 a year be relieved.

The PREMIER: The tax paid by these
people on receiving the high anmounts will be
reduced to a considerable extent.

Mr. Ifeealluta: Are you prepared to
exempt people receiving under £C200 from the
payment of the hospital taxi

The PREMIER: No, 1 am not prepared
to exempt anyone. I thitik they should he
willing to pay.

Mr. Marshall: You will find that a lot
of people are not willing to pay.

Mr. Corboy: Will you be logical and
enable the people to get free treatment?

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Hon. members
must cease interjecting; they will have a~n
opp~ortunity to speak.

The PREMIER- With the exemption of
£40 for each child, if hon. members work out
the income tax to be paid by a man receiving
L5300 a year, presuming he has four children,
they will be surprised at the result. The
method proposed of Collecting money for
hospitals is a fair one. It is to be paid
weekly by means of stamzps, and it will be
easy to collect. It is much easier for a man
to pay the tar in email weekly instalments
titan to pay a larger lump sum once a year.
Many men contribute nothing towards the
hospitals nt present, but they will have to
contribute when the Bill becomes law. I
know a great number of people escape the
payment of income tax, hut that cannot he
helped, because we cannot find them. Under
the Bill, all will pay. The Bill was referred
to a select committee representative of all
parties, and they agreed to a tax of this
sort.

Hon. 1. Collier: Not as provided in the
Bin.

Thle PREMIER: Yes.
Ron. P. Collier: They did not! Do not

misrepresent the position.
The PREMIER: I do not intend to do so.

It cannot reasonably be expected that, in
addition to the £123,000 we desire to raise
under the Bill, the Government can spend
another £123,000 from general revenue.
Apart from the fact that that amount would
not be necessary, the State could not afford
to do so. Hospitals are required in different
parts of the country, and the people who want
hospitals are those who will welcome this
Bill in particular. 'It will he much cheaper
for people in the country to pay a smell
contribution, such as that suggested in the
Bill, than to face the expense ofl bringing a
doctor from a distant township, or else con-
veying the patient to a larger Centre. The
measure is a fair one, and the people will
welcome it. A special service is to be rendered
to them, and it is only reasonable that they
should be asked to pay. Ron. members do
not seem to realise that the whole of the tare.
tion raised is not saf1ficient to pay for the
fine services rendered to the people.

Ron. P. Collier: Well, amend your taxa-
tion measure.

The PRIEMTER: We cannot tax the people
beyond their ability to pay.

lfon. P. Collier: JBut that is what you are
doinq. now.

'Mr. Mfarshall: That is thle purpose of the
'Bill.

The PREMTER: Nothing of the sort.
'Mr. "Marshall: You are adontiag a back-

door system of getting taxation.
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The PREMIER: The hon. member has no
right to say that. It is a perfectly fair and
open system.

M.%r, Marshall: There is no precedent in the
Commonwealth for this taretion.

The PREMI-ER:- The Bill is a perfectly
plain one. It has been before bon. members
for a long time and it can easily be under-
stood. I do not wish to impose taxation on
men on the lower rungs of the ladder any
more than any other hon. member, but I want
to provide services for them and it is neces-
ary to have the tax. The Federal and State
income tax is high at present. It is all very
well to say that a man in receipt of £3,000
a year is well able to pay the greater part of
the income tax, but we must realise that that
rnan is empoying others and has to employ
his capital in the enterprises necessary to
support our industries. We must remember
that that man has responsibilities that have
to be met.

Hon. P. Collier.: The man who is trying to
feed his kids has a responsibility, too.

The PREMIER: I quite agree with that.
Ilon. P. Collier: Let some hon. members

try to rear families on £4 a week.
The PREMITER: I know it is difficult, but

I believe that the people who are getting £4
a week will not object to pay this small
amount.

Mr. Hughes: How do you know that?
The PREMI7ER: I know it just as well as

tho bon. member.
Mr. Hugrhes: I have not heard one in

favour of it.
The PREMIER: Irn any case, 1 hope the

Committee will agree to the clause.
Mfr. CH4ESSON: I oppose the clause, It

is proposed to raise £123,000 by way of taxa-
tion under the Bill.'- That will not relieve the
people at all. 'In outback country districts
people are paying 6s. a month towards the up-
keep of their local hospital, and they have
free treatment at the institution. The clause
will merely relieve the Government to the ex-
tent of £123,000. The Bill provides for a eon-
tribntion of £15,000 from the Government.
It means that the people in the outback dis-
tricts will have to continue their contribu-
tion of 6s. a month to maintain their hospi-
tals. The Royal Commission proposed to re-
lieve those people, but there is no provision
here in the Bill. With the earriing of the
clause, and the payment of the hosnital tax,
the people in the outback areas will have to
pay for treatment if they go to the hospitals
where, till now, they have been entitled to free
treatment for the payment of Os. a. month.
This Bill is designed to relieve the Govern-
meat and it will confer no benefit whatever
on the people. It will merely inflict a further
burden on people who are not in a position
to hear it.

H[on. P. COLLI-ER: I move an amend-
snent-

That after "one," in line 3 of Sub-
clause 1, the word "Ihalf' be inserted.

1i there is to be such au iniquitous, petti-
fogging tax as this, I propose to make it as
light as possible. Even if the amount is thus
limited, I shiall not support the principle, but
shall endeavour to defeat the clause offer-
iarde. The Premier said he believes every-
one is willing and anxious to pay. It is
absurd to say that men who cannot feed,
clothe and house their families as they desire
and as they ought to be able to do, should
have to pay taxation for any purpose what-
ever, I only wish that members, who would
so lighthbeartedly decree that thousands of
liouseholders struggling to live and rear famni-
lies should pay taxation, could be compelled
to live for a month or two in some of the
houses, on the diet, and tinder the conditions
common to these people. They would soon
change their ideas.

Mr. -Marshall; They know nothing of the
conditions under which a big section of the
community exist.

Mr. Latham: The member for Murchison is
the only one who does.

Hon. P. COLLIERS: It is easy 10? those, so
circumnstanced that they need not stint them-
stlves, to say that someone else shall pay.
When the Income Tax Assessment Bill was
before us and the clauses affecting the com-
mercial community were under consideration,
members showed considerable keenness and
alertness,

Mr. Pickering: What about yesterday?
Ron. P. COLLIER: I have seen members

armed with typewritten opinions, drafted in
the offices of leading King's Counsel in the
city, as to the effect of certain amendments
when the question involvedl was the paymient
of income tax by the squatter, the pastoralist
or the big business man. Such members have
pot hesitated to move amendments to taxa-
tion Bills in order to relieve wealthy men
from the payment of taxation.

Rr. Durack: MAembers of Parliament re-
lieve themselves very well.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I did not namec the
hon. member. Why should lie squeal? He
is one of the members Who come here with
typewritten amendments from leading solici-
tors in order to relieve hinmself of taxation.
That is the reason why some men try to get
into Parliament. They wish to lighten tho
load of taxation on themselves and on the
section they represent.

.Ar. Latham: That is not fair.
Ron. P. COLLIER: I have seen evidence

of it. The people and posterity have been
robbed of their rights owing to the amend-
mnents made to the Land Act by men who
were materially interested. The pastoral
areas have been taken away for 30 years by
methods wvhic!h would he a scandal if indulgepd
in in the lowest pot-house. Parliament has
been led to accept anmendments which meant
large sums of money to members of the
Herpe, and to the sections they represent out-
side the House. The keenness with which
taxation Bills are followed when they are
likely to affect the pockets of the wealthy
section of the community is obvious. But
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these samne members display a lackadaisical
indifference when it is a matter of making the
wvage-earner pay. Another 100,000 wage-
earners are to be affected by this taxation,
and the attitude of those members is one of
indifference. It is time the people knew the
motives which actuated some men in their
desire to secure seats in the House and the
reason why some people are prepared to spend
thousands of pounds to win an electio~n. It
is Leause of the power and influence it gives
them in legislation of this kind. They are
able to pay big fees to King's Counsel to
draft amendments for them in order to de-
feat the objects of measures which would
make some of them pay a little more to the
taxation of the country. But when it is a
matter of taking taxation from unfortunate
individuals receiving only £2, £3 or £4 a
week, mn,,nibers sit back unconcerned, appar-
ently prepared to support it. In the North-
West the rich pastoral areas have been
handed over-

Mr. Durack: It is good electioneering
stufIf.

lion. P. COLLTEJR: It is true and the lion.
mnember ic one of those who have benefited by
such legislation. He is one whlo has come
here armed uith amendments prepared by
lawyers in the city, and endeavoured to secure
the insertion of those amendments because
they would benefit his oWn personal interests.
Whether it is good' electioneering stuff (or 'not,
it is true. If the truth is good electioneering
stuff, it will do no harm. I am astonished
that Parliament should adapt a schoolboy's
method of imposing a tax of this kind. How
mrany of the people who will bie called upon
to pay it will have occasion to use a hospital?
If it is sonuzt to make people pay for ser-
vices rendered them, at tax for education
would be justified. A larger percentage of
the people receive the benefits of free educa-
tion than would ever hope to receive any
beuefit from a hospital. What percentage
of the 140,000 people who will have to pay
the tax will receive any benefit? A very
smell percentage.

Mr- Latham: We sincerely hope they will
not need it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Of course. The hon.
member, having had the benefit of 9s. a
buishel for wheat from the taxpayers of the
country, some of which inheat was sold to
the Germans and Japanese for .se. a bushel,
can afford to sit back.

Mr. Latham: I have never sold a bag- of
it. Yoii mean those I represent and not me
personally.

Hon. P. COLLIER: When a man belong-s
to a section of the comimunity Who reeiverl
itch assistance as was demonstrated by the
report of the select committee read y ester-
d-ir', assistance to the extent of six millions
of money-

M.Nr. Latham: And have paid interest on
every penny.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Many of them have
paid nothing. During recent years they hive
been able to muke money because of the

Government assistauce. To-day they are
riding in motor ears, and it is easy for the
hon, member to sit back and say that the
wage-earners shall pay this taxation. The
government of this country in recent years
has been carried on with practically the sole
object of benefiting one section of the comn-
niunity. The functions of Government have
been utilised for the benefit of sections only,
and of no section to a greater extent than
that represented by the bon. member. The
lion, member would rope in 100,000 wage-
earners and make them pay this taxation.
If we want additional revenue, let those in
receipt of the incomes pay it. The men who
have been getting 9s. a bushel for their wheat
could pay.

Mr. Lathamn: They will pay it under this
Bill.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, and at the samec
rate as the unfortunate individual who is
receiving only £2 or £3 a week.

Mr. Latham: Amid will get no benefit froin
it.

lion, P. COLLIER: Ninety-five per cent.
of the wage-earners who pay will receive no
benefit, either. What Warrant is there for
this gratuitous assumption that every wage-
earner Us going to be a pauper nnd to re-
ceive free service from the hospitals? The
hion. member is adopting the attitude of a
philanthropist. The farmuers are prepared to
pay sonic taxation to assist the wage-earners
t-) get free hospital attention!

lon. W. C. Angwin: Twenty-thousandl
wage-earners pay into friendly societies.

lion. P. COLLIER: A big percentage by
paying into lodges, medical funds and benefit
soncieties make provit-ion for dlays of s-ickness.
On top of that those 20,000 members of
friendly societies are to be made to pay this
tax. Only a Government that have run the
State into bankruptcy and are themselves
mentally bankrupt could conceive such aL pro-
pondl as this. Here is the result of six
years of Nationalism.

Mfr. Piesse: Who started it?
Hon. P. COLLIER: It was started mainly

byr the section whom the hon. member in-
terjecting represents. They started it, and
accelerated the speed of the drift. Six
.rears ago the Government went into office
with a pled~ge to the eounirry that the drift
n-old hr stopped and the finances restored
to soundness, and all this without the im-
pnstinn of any additional taxation. The
result is that we have to-day a deficit of,
roughly, six millions sterling. For the
current financial year w~e have accumulated
in five mionths a deficit of £635,000.

Mr. Wilson: Who started it?
Ran. P. COLLIER: Certainly the party

Iolpomite are aever going to stop it. Six
xyears of respectable business government-
rot Blolsbevist, or Beau fort-street, or head-
huinting government-baTe landed us in the
present deplorable financial position. There
have been increases in taxation and in-
creases in the deficits, and the Government
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hare now reached a stage where they
cannot carry on without taxing the
pittances of boys and girls working for
wages ! Our immigration office should be
reinforced by someone from this State who
would tell the English people exactly what
the position is here. Someone should tell
the English people that 'if they land here
and earn even 109. per week they will be
taxed under this measure.

Mr. Pickering: They are taxed through
thle Customs.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes. When thle Pre-
mier Said that only 18,000 persons in this
State paid income tax, hie forgot that the
people pay practically all taxation through
the Customs'. I have always endeavou-rd

to put forward the brightest side as regards
this State, but if thisq kind of legislation
passes I amt going to make it known out-
side Western Australia that the general
conditions of life in this comimunity have
fallen to such a level that the Government
are forced to tux the pennies of the lowest
wrage earners in order to maintain the
hospitals. Any self-respecting Parliament
would be ashamed of such a proposal as
this Bill. The smug-faced round-bellied men
whom Mr. Hughes described can stand lip
and boast of this as the richest State, with
the greatest potentialities, to be found in
the Commonwealth. It may be true that
there is prosperity here, because in almost
every country of the world we witness side
by side extremes of poverty and extremes
of wealth-mansions flanked by over-
crowded hovels.

Mr, Durack: What is the reason of the
over-crowding?

Ron. P. COLLIER: It is caused largely
by the fact that sonic men are privileged
to hold two or three million acres of land.
If the hon. member interjecting stands for
any policy, it is a policy lin opposition to
making the lauds of Western Australia
available to the people in small holdings.

Mr. Durack : There is plenty of land
available.

Ron, P. COLLIER: A member represent-
ing the North-West said here two nights
age that he was greatly disappointed be-
cause the pastoratists of the North, holding
millions of acres, were unwilling to make
even 5 or 10 acres available for cotton
growing. That is the policy responsible for
over-crowded conditions in this State. Itf
the proposal advocated by that representa.
live of the North-West with regard to
cotton growing were adopted, it is possible
that thousands now living tinder conditions
of overrowding-

Mr. Durack : Thpro is plenty of room,
millions of acres.

lion. P. COLLIER: Yes, plenty of room,
but ''keep off the gras' so far as the
squatters' holdings are concerned.

-.%r. Durack: We know it is not being
taken up.

The CHAIRMAN: I must ask the mem-
ber for Ktimberley to keep order.

lion. P. COLLIER: The most infamous
Act ever passed through this House is that
which enables the hon. member and others
to retain possession of their huge holdings
for the next 30 years. The people do not
know the facts thoroughly. If they did,
they might resort to direct action with re-
gard to some members of the Parliament
which was responsible for that Act. I
know why it is that over 50 per cent, of the
people of Victoria are crowded into the
cities.

Mr. Piesse: You tried it on at Eucla.
Ron. P. COLLIER: What did I try on at

Eu cla
Mr. Piesse: You tried the squatting busi-

ness there.
Lion. P. COLLIER: The hon. member in-

terjectiug is one of those gentlemen-
Mr. Piesse: Stick to yourself.
Mr. McCallum: That is a miserable in-

si nuationa.
Hon. P. COLLIER: I will stick to the

lion. member. He is one of those double-
raced gentlemen-

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I cannot allow
that. That is a refleetion.

lion. P. COLLIER: I will say the hon.
member is one of those gentlemen who say
in the corridor, "Yxea, I agree with every
word you say. No other Government of
this State has done so much for the farmers
as your Government did.'" He will say
that to you personally, outside, where it can
have no effect; but he has never been honest
enough or frank enough to say it in the
country or in tile House. Hle is one of the
first to deny in the House what he says
outside to you personally.

Mr. Iriesse: Never! I have never denied
it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I never attempted any
land monopoly at Encla, as the hon. member
suggested.

Mr. Piesse:- I did not say you did; I
merely said you went in for a pickied spot.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The hon. member did
ay it.

M.\r. McCallum: Of course, he did.
Hon. P. C07lLIER: Tn the future, I shall

be glad if the hon. memnber will refrain from
expressing to me outside this Chamber the
views which he is not willing to express in-
side. I do not desire to have his personal
assurances of support givca outside, and this
display of hostility inside. I prefer a man
who is frank, not the man who has one face
for outside and another face for inside this
Chamber.

Mr. Durack interjected.
Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not stand for

what the hon. member stands for. I do not
advocate employment of black and cheap
labour. I am hostile to that kind of policy.
That is a kind of nationalism the hon. member
steiads for, nationalism that will sink thin
State with black labour and that will bring
more wealth to him.
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The CHA IRMAN: Order! I ask the hon.
member to refrain from this kind of argu-
Diaunt.

Hon. 1'. COLLIER: I intend to reply to
tho interjec.tious of the member for Kimber-
Icy. If you wish me to keep order, you will
hare to keep 1dm quiet,

The CHAIRMAN: I ask the member for
Kimberley to refrain from making constant
and unseemly interjections.

lion. P. COLLIER: People who stand for
the Empire should not prate about bringing
in coloured trash to develop our arena. I was
saying that ire have reached a nice pass in
this State, with all its boasated prosperity and
wealth, when we have to come down to the
question of raising £ 120,000 by taxing people
on the bread line and below it. Girls getting
15s. a week have to pay income tax, and they
will also have to pay this tax, Domestic ser-
vants who are taxed already will nder this
proposal also have to pay. And this is after
six years of the beneficent rule of national-
ism! This, too, from men with business in-
stincts! This is indicative of the deplorable
state into which the country has drifted. We
have piled up) direct taxation to the extent
of £600,000 a year; we have piled up a de-
ficit of six millions, and we have a deficit f or
the five months of the current year amounting
to £635,000. Now we are going to launch
upon an orgy of borrowing and spending in
order to bring us around. it is the action
of the prodigal who has disposed of his sub-
stance and who makes a desperate plunge
with the few pounds remaining, in the hope
that something may happen to enable him to
recover. We are about to spend in this almost
financially derelict country four millions; in
other words, we propose to live on that
amount of borrowed money. So long as we
can find people willing to lend us money,
there will be a certain amount of artificial
prosperity and it will remain while the ex-
penditure of that money goes on, and while
we arc pursuing the present policy to help to
improve the wretched position of the finances.
Give more money to this Government to
squtander! Even if the Government could
tle feed this tax, T would not be prepared to
vote for it, because they flare made such
wretched use of that which they have alresay
collected. In the past when Lahour was in
office, whenever a measure of taxation was in-
troducedl, the gentleman who is now leader
of the Government in another place declared
that for his part he would refuse to agree to
give any more money to what he called the
sperndthrift Government to squander. So do
I now refuse to give any more money to the
jin-sent Government, or to subscribe to the
raising of funds for a Government that has
so denlorahly squandered our substance dur-
ing the past sir years. To give them more
money, would only be to encourage them in
their reekles.s gallop to destruction. The
more you give them the more they -will squan-
der, and the Vrester will be the indebtedness
of the country. The prosperity of the coun-
try has. been plac-ed in pawn; we are in pawn

now, to a far greater extent than any State
in the Commonwealth. We have a debt per
head of the population amounting to £137.
This is about 25 per cent. greater than that
of any other State in the Commonwealth.
We are piling it up for our children and our
ehildren's children, who will be weigbted with
interest charges on borrowed money for gen-
erations to come. In addition, we are piling
the taxes on them. If the Government can-
not carry, on with the increased amount of
taxation--over £600,000 annually-let them
do the decent thing and commit political
suicide, and admit that they have failed.
Surely they can get another Goveranent from
the 313 members on their side of the House
who could do better. They certainly cannot
do worse even if the names were put in a hat
and six Ministers, selected in that manner.
I am going to use alt the forms, and will
av-ail myself of all the privileges of the House
to prevent this iniquitous proposition becom-
ing law.

Mr. HUGHES: One would think from the
debate that it is ncessary for the Govern-
ment to raise £123,000 to enable them to earry
on hospital administration. Blut a reference
to the report of the Royal Commission on hos-
pitals states that front Consolidated Revenue
last year, £105,000 was devoted to hospital
andi medical services. Seeing that we already
raised last year £105,000 by ordinary taxa-
tion for those services and that it is pointed
out that with the Id. tax £113,000 will be
raised, this clause in the Comumission 's report
is iuteres-ting. It reads--

The present cost of hospital and medical
se1rvices is £105,392 per annum, and it is
estimatedl that the prbposed tax will pro-
duee £113,418. So that on the face of it,
tine reeonunendation of the Commission will
psroduce a small amount above actual re-
iiuircincnts.
Mfr. Mann: '%on hnve to add to that, the

auiount raised hy subscriptions and stunts for
tile ChIildren 's, Fremantle and other hos-
poital.

'.%r. HUGHECS: Does the hon. member
think that if the Government raises 1123,000
by means of the hospital tax, and withdraws
frani tlie hospitals the amkount already sub-
seribied front revenue, £lI5,000, that that will
do -away- with the necesasity for cadging and
raising mooney by what he is pleased to call
stunts ?

M.%r. Mann: That is the proposal.
Mr-. Ht'CHRlES: The hon. member is too

.-hrewd to be deluded into believing that if
this is carried there will be no need for the
charitable stunts-

Mfr. Latham: It cost £180,000 last year to
run the hospitals.

Mfr. HU9GHES: If it did and the Govern-
mieat propose to raise £122,000, and provide
no muhsidy or revenue, it is quite clear that
the balance umill have to he raised by
charitable stunats referred to b y the member
for Perth.

The Colonial Secretary: There will be more.
money available if this is obtained by tasa-
tion.
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Mr. HUGHES: Where from?
The Colonial Secretary: The Wooroloo

Sanatorium is cut out.
Mr. HUGHES: You will not raise V180,4100.
The Colonial Secretary: The cost of hios-

pitalsi, less Woorolno, last year n-as £86,000.
'Mr, HUGHES: And now you propose to

take from the bottom dog £12-3,000.
Mr. Mlann: It is; a general tax. Every.

body will hare to pay it.
Mr. HUGHE-IS: That is the objectionable

feature of it. There are to be no exemptions,
notwithstanding that the House decided the
other night that in respect of income tax
there should he an exemption of £200 for mnar-
ried ina. The hon. member voted for that,
yet to-day hie is in favour of imposing a tax
on persons earning sgo little as £60 per annumn.
Last year we tookt £105,000 from revenue
for the minfitenance of our hospitals. If we
deduct Woorolao at a cost of £26,000, we still
bare V79,000 to he provided through taxation.

Mr. Lathami: No. Last year £:50,000 came
from contributions.

The Colonial Secretary: The cost of Wooro-
lao was a little under £18,000.

.\r. hTUGHES: Let us Fay that approxi-
muately £80,000 Was taken from revenue for
the maintenance- of hospitals. If the Gov-
erment wish to raise £123,000 in place of
that £80,000, why do they not bring down a
taxation mevasure which Would give them the
additional £43,000? Instead of doing that,
they bring down a measure which will take
from the taxpayers £123,000. Mfean-while the
vote on the Estimates for hospital purposes
has been reduced by £33,000. In other words,
the real object of the Bill is to enable the
Government to reduce their deficit by £33,000.
We are told "It is only a penny in the
pound"; but a penny in the pound on £,200
Will Produce 16iS. Rd. How can a man in
receipt of £200 afford to pay t69. 8d. for
a public service? 'Members are led to believe
that a working -man in hospital will not he
charged fees if he have any difficulty in find-
ing the money. Prom. long experience of GeV-
erment. departments I know that those admin-
istering the Act will leave no stone un-
turned to extract the fees. The Governmeot
hare told us that a penny in. the pound on
Wages, salaries, and incomes will produce
£123,000. Therefore, the amendment will
produce over £60,000 which, pins the con-
tribution already subscribed from revenueI
will amply meet the requircmnts of all
hospitals.

Mrs, Cowan: No.
Mr-. HUTGHES: But it will. Although we

are to raise an additional £123,00 from those
who are unable to bear taxation, we are still
to hare cadging on behalf of the hospitals.

Mr. Richardson: The difficulty about the
amendment is that it sanctions the principle
of taxation.

Rlon. P. Collier: No, I am going to vote
against the whole provision afterwards.

Mr. HUGHES:- If the boa. member wishes
to make it clear that he is not in favour of
taxation, the amendment affords him a safety
valve.

'Mr. Money: Why talk about taxation! The
Bill does not impose it at all.

BEfn- P. Collier: Yes, it does. It fixes the
maximum. What kind of Bunbury law are
you expounding nowi

'Mr, HUGHES: "If the clause does not im-
pose on the working man an obligation to
contribute, to the fund, what does it do*

lion. P. Collier: It fixes the maximum.
Mr. HUGHES.- If this clause is carried

we will not be in at position to bring down
n Assessment Bill providing for 1%d. tax.
The clause provrides that the tax shall be
le~vied aind shall not exceed a certain figure.

'Mr. Mfoney: We could bring one dlown
for 'd.tar.

Mr. IrCHES. If Weo put the brake upon
t1e Government andi provide for V.tax, We
cannot have a Bill for a %4d. ta.It is
better to be sure titan sorry. If the amend-
fluent is carried, members wvho are opposed
to the clause can then rote that out.

Mr. LA.THAMd- There is soume good in
the Pjause hecause of the benefits that hos-
pitals %till derivv front it. It is almost im-
possible to get money from the Govern-
meat for the maintenance of these institu-
tions. Those immediately under the eye of
the Minister will receive the greatest benefit
front that source.

Ron. WV. C. Angwin: Your report does
not show that.

Mr. LATHAMU: It does. The amount of
mo~ney subscribed by the people of Meeka-
tluarra and] Leonora is more int proportion to
that subscribed by the people in the city.
The whole cost of maintaining the hospitals
last year was £180,000. If the fees and dlona-
tions are deducted the amount iq reduced
to £1310,000. If the tax is imposed we shaUl
not then receive contributions from the pub-
lie. A man who earns £ 200 a year will pay
only 16is. Od., whereas the man earning
L35,000 a year will pay £20.

'Mr. Hughes: Will it not fall much harder
upon the £E200 a Year man than upon the
other?

'Mr. LATRAM:. The richer tutn does not
go uear the hospitals.

Mr. 'Marshiall: And perhaps the other does
not.

Mr. LATHAM: Hospitals were estab-
lished to provide for the sick poor.

Mr. Hughes: Why do you not give them
the right to those hospitals-.

'Mr. LATHAM:- There are men, who go
into hospitals, unable to pay the cost of their
maintenance. When they are afte-rwatrds con-
fronted with a bill and cannot par they -feel
theyI are made paupers of. If people were
entitled to free treatment the privilege might
he abused. Local committees will have more
sympathy for the sick poor than would some
public offcial. In the courge of the evideme
taken by the Royal Commission, one witness
at Leonora said-

Contributions to the hospital should be
compulsory on all labour, the onuis being
on the employer to collect it. I would
not have it based on the rateable property
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at all. I would make everybody who is
earning money contribute something.

A Jarrabdale witness said-
I think legislation should be introduced

to make everyone pay towards the upkeep
of hospitals in the State. As regards col-
lection, every employer should deduct the
amount from the wages of the employees.

A Collie -witness said-
The coat of treating indigent patients

shoild be borne by the people as a whole,
and I would not object to taxation for
that purpose being imposed on the people
as a -whole. Such taxation should be on
a graduated scale, and those in the best
position to pay should pay most.

That is done under this Bill.
Hon. P. Collier: It is not. He was re-

ferring to a graduated scale.
Mr. LATHAM: The secretary of the

Meckatharra hospital said-
I would like to see a Dill which would

reach everyone and so raise revenue in this
way. The trouble is that we are taxing
the same people the whole time when funds
are required for hospital purposes.

A Cue witness said-
The taxation as proposed, is unfair to

the ratepayer. I certainly think there is
legislation required to put hospitals gen-
erally on a better footing than they arc
at the present time. I favour committee
control. T would favour a tax on all
-wages, sanie to be earmarked for hospital
purposes, and all employers to be respon-
iflile for the collection of this tax from
their employees.

This evidence is taken from districts where
the real trouble of administration exists, and
where it has been found difficult to raise
money necessary to finance ! he institutions.

Mr. Marshall: They finance themselves.
Mr. LATUTAM: The Royal Commission

thotiahit they would relieve the financial
troubles of these country hospitals and carry
out the wishes of those whose evidence I
hni e just read. The wishes of the people
arc being carried out in this Bill.

MSr. Hughes: The tax is not in accord-
ance with the desires of the working man.

.%fr Tcesdale: And these are all Labour
seats.

'Mr. LATHAMI: Yes. One of the witnesses
whose evidence I have read is Mr. J,. S.
Jackson, president of the Collie 'Miners'
Vnion. it is to assist men like him that the
Royal Commission has reported in this way.
I do not mind paying a tax if it is equally
distributed. At present some people are giv-
ing all the time, and others are giving
nothingl. If money is collected in a lump
sami it may mean a hardship upon some peo-
ple, hut not if it is collected weekly or fort-
nighitly. The Bill will be the means of re-
daring contributions that are at present
made to the hospital sick funds, and Will also
do away with the pernicious system of street
cadging.

Mr. Marshall: ]But there is a clause pro-
riding for that.

11r. LATHAM: That is not to say it will
be done.I

Eon. T. Walker: They will still carry on.
Mr. LATHAM: That may be so. There

are some people who are collecting maniacs,
and they cannot atop it. If they are not
collecting money, they are collecting pieces
of china, or stamps, or something of the sort.
I sug ,est that the collectiona of the tax could
be made more simple if the wages sheets
were taken and employers could send theta
in with their income tax returns. The do-
partnient would thea see if the necessary
amnount bard been deducted, and the requisite
value in stamps placed on the wages sheets.

.%r. Hughes: Who will check the sheets
to determine whether they are righti

Mfr. LATTHAM: They can be checked ink
the Taxation Department in the ordinary
way.

'Mr. Hughes: That would mean additional
staff.

Mr. LA TRAM:- I do not think so. In
any case, the check would not be difficuilt.

Mr. Chesson: A lot of mna get under £200.

Mr. LATHAM: I do not believe it is
possible to have an Act of Parliament that
will reach everyone, but we should reach
those that we can. References have been
made to the .A.P. farmers. These people
have been generous in their contributions,
and they have been building up their own
hospitals, with a little help from the Govern-
muent, and they have been maintaining tncuS
as we)'. The Lender' Of the ipp]osMon
should extend rhc benefits he desires for the
small wage earner to these people on the
land for I doubt if many of them, after
meeting the incidental expenses in connection
with their farms, get £52 a year for them-
selves.

Mr. McCallum: It could be applied to
them.

'Mr. LATHAM: I doubt it- These men
are in .a worse position than the poorest paid
man in the city.

Opposition Members: Nonsense!
Mr. LATHA.M: That is a fact. I defy

members of the Opposition to disprove the
statement.

Mr. Hughes: Why, there is an average
income of £539.

Mr. LATHAM: I am not talking about
averages; I am talking about those men
who are in the unfortunate position of not
being able to meet their liabilities to the
Government owing to their holdings com-
prising a poor class of land. There are 300
of those men who are unable to meet their
liabilities to the State.

Mr. Corboy: And you will not support us
in exempting them!

Mr. LATrRAMV: I sury tlhat those who can
pay should be only too willing to pay their
share, so that others may receive the
benefit. If I went into a hospital I would
have to pay for the services rendered to me,
but I would not mind that so long as some-
one else was getting somie benefit. We
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,should put the hospitals 'In a better financial.
position.

Hon, P. Collier: We do not object to
that, but we say it should be done by means
of a taxation measure.

Mr. LATHAM: The people are contribut-
ing to the upkeep of these institutions, and
they should not be treated as paupers.

Mr. Corboy. As the educational services
are rendered free to the people, so it should
be with health;

Mr. LATHAM : Thea we should have
extra taxation imposed, so that everyone
could receive free treatment in the hos-
pitals.

Mr. Corboy: That is what we want.
Mr. LATHAM: But the hon. member does

not want it to apply to the 30,000 people
who pay income tax. We should not ask the
men on the higher salaries to pay every-
thing. The people should get some benefit
from the services. We should have this tax
so that it will help those who have been
strugeling along to conduct a hospital, and
relieve the position somewhat. We should be
fair in the matter.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN:. The member for
York does not understand the attitude of
the Opposition. We realise that the hos-
pitals need more funds. We object to the
system proposed. We agree that more money
should be raised, but it should be under a
proper system of taxation. He is in error
when lie suggests that we desire only the
18,000 taxpayers to contribute the money.
Very few of those who pay income tax eon-
tribute any-thing. A man, who is well known
to ill of us, protested to his landlord, in
connection with what he regarded as an ex-
tortionate increase in his rent. When he
asked that man if he did not wish to pay his
share of tarition for the protection of his
property, the landlord replied that he did not,
and that when the Commonwealth taxation
was inerrrsed, he would put it on to the rent.
T will not repeat the langunee that the gentle-
man used in reply, beyond saving that he
intimated that such scoundrels as that land-
bird should not be allowed to live in the State.
This type of person not only passes on the
tax, but Puts on a percentarve for profit as
well. Most people who pay are made the
medium for collection. That does not apply
to everyone. T would like to see some means
devi~zcd to prevent people passing on tax-
ation.

The 'Premier: I would like to know how
it can be done.

Ron. W. (. ANQWIN - Some scheme
mighit 1be devised.

The Premier: You had five years in office
and could not find the way.

Kon. W. C. ANOWIN: we did not want
to tax; we e-xerei-jed economy and care.

The Premier: We pay decent wages.
Hon. W. C. ANOVIN:- The member for

York said that the money mostly went in
the metropolitan area.

The Premier: A large proportion of it
does.

The Minister for Agriculture: A number
of country people come to Perth for treat-
ineat.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The figures furn-
ished by the Commission in their report
show that in the Perth and Fre mantle dis-
tricts £33,530 were expended by the Gov-
ernment in 1921-22 as against L51,726 in
the districts, which were outside the metro-
politan area.

Mr. La~thani: Included in that is £10,000
for buildings.

I-Ion. WV. C. ANGWIN: Most of that was
expended in the country districts, There
are thousands of people who make provision
for medical attention for themselves and
their families.

Mr. Davies: And they are mostly people
on the basic wage.

Hon. P. Collier: It costs them £4 aL year
for lodge and medical services.

Hon. W. C. ANOWEN: The member for
York said that a person would be able to go
into a hospital without being made a
pauper. That is not so.

Mr. Latham: He would be paying the
tax.

Ron. V. C. ANGWIN : Before anyone
could get treatment, the same inquiries
would be made as are necessary to-day.

Mr. Latham: You would not have it
otherwise.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: The same charges
would be levied. If a person can pay he is
made to pay.

Mrs. Cowan! If you can prove it.
Hon. W. C. ANGWLN: The Bill makes

provision to prosecute.
Mr. Heron: it could not be done in a

committee hospital.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: That is so. We

are willing to bell) the Premier to get the
necessary mtoney under general taxation.

The Premier: Fronm someone else.
Tion. W. C. ANGWI'N: No.
The Premier: Thent front whom?
Hon. P. Collier: The people who pay for

everything else.
The Premier: Front a few.
Hon. P. Collier: No.
]Hon. '%V, C. ANGWIN: Most taxation is

passed on. There are 21,000 people in the
State who have made provision for medical
treatment, and, in addition, many of themn
contribute to a hospital fund.

Rion. P. Collier- The tramway men in
P erthb pay £E5 a year and they will have to
pay under this measure also.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: The 18,000 people
in receipt of large incomnes would not be
the only ones who would have to pay with-
out receiving any benefit from the hospital.
The chairman of the Cue hospital corn-
mtittee, Mir. 'Mathers, in the course of evi-
dence said-

I am in favour of our present schemo
being continued if it were possible in
cases of an epidemic occurring in a dis-
trict to approach the Government and
obtain a speeial rant to tide over tem-
poirary difficulties. It has been the ex-
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perience of this hospital to meet with
such misfortune and it has been very
difficult to obtain any help from the Gav-
ernment.

That hospital might be considerably affected
unless the Minister provided for a special
medical fund. He could do that for a coun-
try hospital, but not for a hospital in the
metropolitan area or in any district where
there were more than two doctors. The
British Medical Association would not per-
mit him to do so.

Tile Premier: Do you want to throw the
hospitals on the people?~

Hon. W. C2. ANGWVIN: It is the duty of
the Glovernment to look after the sick.

The Premier: Not the sick iiho can pay.
Mr. Latham: You are denying the Pre-

titier the necessary taxation.
flon. W. C. A-NWIN:. Yo; I object to

the mnethod of imposing the taLx. Ulnder
this method of collecting taxation1 there is
a possibility of increasing the cost of has
vital upkeep. We we-re told that there had
bieen no complaint. Did the, Colonial Secre-
tary ever receive a request from friendly
sociei for a special exemption?

Tile Colonial Secretary: They pointed out
that the Bill did not offer them any con-
sideration, but thle hospitals do not provide
for them.

Mr. Heron: In sonic cases they do.
The C olonial Secretary: They will receive

consideration in such cases.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN : There has beer,

ohject'ion to the Bill, because these people
provide for their own medical attention.

The Colonial Secretary: But they do not
provide for hospital attention.

Ron. W. C. ANOWIN: At least eight of
10 members of friendly societies who go
into hospital pay the fees.

The Colonial Secretary: 'Memnbership of a
friendly society does not include hospital
attention.

Ron. V. 0, ANGWIN: Clause 36 provides
that a hospital board may manage a medi-
cal fund to secure for its subscribers mnedi-
cal attendance, hospital treatment or other
similar bene-fits.

The Premier: Whom do you want to pay
the tax?

lon. W. C. ANGWIN: Those who are
paying it now should continue to pay it.
In any case, it will be passed an,

The Premier: No, it will not.
lHon. NV. C. A'NGWIN: Let us have the

whole of the taxation placed under one
system and, if it is necessary to increase
the income tax by Id. or 2d., 'it can he done
under the proper measure,

Sitting suspended from 6.1.5 to 7.50 p.mn.

Ron. W. C. ANOWIN: I draw attention
to Appendix YE of the report of the Royal
Commission. This shows the amount sub-
scribed per annum. Ia. the case of Laventon
for instance the rate of subscription per an-
num is £4 9s. There is nothing In the Bill

tom show what is to take the place of that.
It would be necessary for people to go on
c-ontributing the same amount as they are
giving to-day. 'Members. should cease saying
that the metropolitan area gets everything.

Thle Premier: It gets a great deal.
H1on. W. C. ANEXW IN: I doubt that. It

gets nothing for which it does not pay. Far
iunstance, the metropolitan area pays for its
tinways, and for its water supply. Every-
thing thie peopile there get they expect to pay
for. The report of the Royal Commission
shows that for the year 1921-22 the cost to
the Government for hospitals in the Perth
and Frem antle district was £03,530, whilst
for outside districts it was £31,726. It is,
therefore, wrong to say that the mietro-
Ilolitian area is, getting most of the Govern-
meat money provided for hospitals.

Mr. ('lRBOY: I support the amendment.
We hav e been. informned that the Treasurer
intends to collect a tax of approximately
L123 ,000. For the pups of ascertaining
the anuntt that will be obtained from all
sources, I have used the figures supplied by
tli ,4 tate Commissioner of Taxation in his
14th annual report for 1920-21. fin that year
dile taxable income totalled £12,327,730. The
inroieML derived by 1people who actually re-
ceivedl more than the minimum fixed in the
Taxation Act, but by reason of the allowances
for childrea and other deductions were not
liable to taxation, totaIlled £,3,205,469. All
other people earning income in thle State
would lie those who received less than the
ininimia provided at the tine undecr the In-
c-ome Tax Act. By using this as a basis
we findu that the £E12.,000, proposed to be
raiscel under the Bill, wiill be paid in the fol-
lowin~g proportions: Those who are at present
or have been during the last two years pay-
ing income tax will contribute approximately
£51,357, oir a perceentage total of the whole
ineoone to be received of 41.5. The report
of thle Commission states that the amount
provided] for hospital purposes fromi the Con-
solidated Revenue was £105,392. These tax-
payers previously provided E105,392, an n-
iler the propiosal submitted in the Bill will pay
V517,357. Those who receive incomes in excess
of the minimia provided in the Act, but who
are not liable to taxation, -will contribute
£13,356, or a percentage total of the whole
laconic to he received of 10.1. This leaves a
balance to be provided by those who are not
liable for income tax of 158,287, or 47.9 per
cent of the total income to be derived under
the Bill. The idea ac-tuating the Ministry in
their dtafting of Bills is to place as great a
burdevn as possible on these on the lowest
rung ot the ladder. Of the cost of maintain-
ing hospitals 47.D per cent, is to be derived
from married people who are receiving less
than £156 per annum and single per-
sons rec-eiviag less than £100. Those who
receive an income which is liable to taxa-
tion under the old Act will contribute only
41.5 per cent. More than 6 per cent. less of
the income wvill be contributed by those who
are receiving taxable incomes than will he
contributed by those receiving incomes which
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are less thian thle mininia fixed uinder the old
Act.

The Premier- No.
Mr. CORBOY: The Premier en"l work it

out himself. On a tax of Id. it the lpound,
based on the figures for 1920-21 it is easy to
work out what those who pay taxes, and thea"
who reveive incomes in excess of the minima
providled in the Act who do not pay taxes,
will contribute towards the- fund. It 'leaves a
balance to be paid by those whose incomes are
below £156 and £100 respectively of £68,287,
or E7,000 more than will be contributed by
those who are liable to taxation. The whole
method of raising the money necessary for
the maintenance of our hospitals, is wrong.
A more equitable method would be to in-
crease thle income tax, and earmark the in.
crease for maintenance of hospitals. I1 de-
sire the deletion of the clause altogether, or,
failing that, a reduction of the rate to one-
balfpenny in the pound.

The PREMIER: A reduction to one-half-
penny in thle pound would make the collec-
tion tinder thle Bill altogether too small. This
33i11. and the present clause, hare been framed
on the ret-oainendatioas of a Royal Gomnis-

Sincmrising members of all parties in this
Chamb1er. If we are to raise the money by in-
creasing the income tax, lot hon. members tell
me how that is to be done, especially in view
of the exemptions granted by the Ciommittee
last night? Of all people tax.ed on income in
the previous Year, only a very few earned above
£S0O--approximatelv 3,000 pesos Is the
increase in income' tax to apply to all the
people, or only to those few writh incomes
above £800? We have now a graduated scale
of income tax, and the .OO6d.. though it looks
innocent, increases very rapidly the amount of
tar payable. We must bear in mind that
there is not only State income tax, bat alsgo
Federal income tax. Taking those two in-
come taxes, and adding to them all the other
taxes that are levied, one sees that a good
deal of the sovereign is taxed away. Thent
there is local government taxation.*

Hon. W. C. Aagwin: All those taxes obtain
all over the world. Rates here are lower than
anywhere else in thle world.

The PREMIER: I do not think so. Rates
in Perth are fairly high. It must not be for-
gotten that people with large incomes pay
very considerable amounts in rates. I am not
so foolish as to contend that people who can
pass on taxation do not pass it on. But there
are a great many people who cannot pass any-
thing on. I refer to the primary producers,
whether aminers or agriculturists-

Mr. NfeCallum: The wage earner cannot
pass taxation on.

'The PREMIER: If the primary producer
is heavily taxed, the, cost of living must be
high. Every tax put on increases the cost of
living. Industry now baa to bear heavier
charges than ever it bore before.

Mr. McCallum: The wage earner cannot
Pass any tax on; it is passed on to him.

The PREMIER: But the hon. member
knows full well that the cost of living forms

the basis on which wages are fixed by the
Arbitration Court.

Mr. McCallum: And that is wrong.
The PEMNIER: I know it is wrong, but

ii must be done.
Mr. 'MeCallui: It ought not to be done.
The P115341[ER: It is done under the sys-

teili. T did niit originate that system.
Mlr. -Marshall: The cost of living at present

has very little effect on the president of the
Arbitration Court, who gives just what he
chooses.

The PREMIEPR: The cost of living is used
as -in argument. The Government are exer-
cising all the economy they possibly can. So
far as expenditure can be controlled, it is
being controlled most carefully. Rstlweay
freights have been iucrffksed, but wages and
coal and other conmmoditics have risen tre-
mendously in pric.

Mr. Heron: The Government lost a greet
deal of revenue by increasing the rates.

The PREMIER: Whatever the increases
may be, they are not enough to compensate
for the increased cost of running the rail-
Ways. We cannot have the same rates of
fre ight tn-day -s obtained under the wages
and costs ruling even four years ago. if
every possible economy is being exerciseid, and
the Governiment have to give the free services
which this Chamber demands, what is to be
dlone? Education is free from the primary
school right through to thle University. In
a country like this, the cost of education
naturally increases. Our educational system
is very much better than it was years ego, but
it nmust be paid for. Again, expendaiture on
charities must int-rense as time goes on- We
have had to increase the grants to foster
mothers froni 7a. to Os. per week. That repre-
sents a considerable stuni. The increase could
iiot be avoided, in viewv of the cost of living.
ThenL the Medlical flepartinent; year by year
requires- additional hospitals, and farther sub-
sidies to doctors in country districts. If the
mining revival, which I believe will come,
does eventuate, there will be still further
increases. in the cost of administration.

'Mr. 'Marshall): And also inecee of rev-
enue.

Thle PREMIER: Canl it be contended that
the expenditure tinder the heads I have men-
tioned admits of reduction? There is hardly
:member of this Chaimber but has been to

see mep daring the past three years with a
view to increased expenditure under these

hieadq. If it is said that there are too many
nien in the Public Service, I reply that there
nmost have been far too many some years ago,
because there is- more work being done now
than ever there was before. Thea there is
the cost of land settlemient, agricultural and
pastoral development which is proceeding.
Hlow is that to be met? So far as the Glov-
ernment are ahle to practice economy, they
are doing it. There was never at tighter hold
kiept on the purse strings than now. The
Treasury controls the expenditure of Govern-
meat d epartments to an extent that was
never dreamt of before. It had to he so,
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because charges had increased so much and
the revenue had fallen.

Mr. McCallum: Then the sooner you let
go your grip, the better it will be, if we have
regard to the results at the end of edieb
month.

The PREMKIER: floes the member for
South Fremantle recognise that we are
debited each month with portion of the in-
terest bill and that we lend an enormous
amount of money to the Agricultural Bank, to
the Workers' Hfomnes Board, and to local
authorities, on which we only collect interest
periodically? Does be recognise that with
the huge railway expenditure that we have,
with three pays amounting to £60,000 in a,
month, we are bound to be a bit outtiIf
the hon. member would like to look into the
situation, I will let him have all the figures.

'Mr. 'MeCallum: That is your job.
The PREMIER: It is my job to inform

the hon. member.
"Mr. Mc~allum: ft is your job to look after

the finances.
The PREMIER: And I am looking after

them, far too much for the liking of the hon.
member when he comes to me for money to
stop sand drifts or something else. There was
never greater control over the finances than
now.

Mr. Marshall: And the deficit never
mounted more rapidly.

The PREMIER: That is all the hon. mem-
ber can say, because he will not understand.

Mr. Mfarsball: It is impossible to under-
stand the position, with the juggling of
figures that goes on.

The PREMIER: Inexperience leads the
hon. member to mnake accusations of that dq-
serirtion. There is no juggling with the fig-
tires. The civil servants who make up the
figures are perfectly resnectable and honest
men. It is eqay for members to say that if
we economised, wve could save the amount
involved in the tax. It cannot be dune ex-
cept by cutting out services that are rendered
now. 'When discussing the 'Mines Estimates,
mnembers were complimentary in their re-
marks and regarded the expenditure on pros-
pecting, State batteries and so forth as legiti-
mate.

Mr. Mfarsh-ill: Of course, it is. We do
not object to that.

The PREMIER:. The hon. member prob-
ably knows that we are about £12,000 behind
in connection with State batteries for the
first -five nmontbs. The experience of the de-
partmental officers, however, makes them cer-
tain that we will recover that position during
the next seven months. As a matter of tact,
if these services are not rendered the country
cannot get out of its difficulties. We cannot
engage in big developmental work and ex-
pect to get a return straight away. Works
of some magnitude arc proceeding on the
Peel estate, for instance, but the member for
South Fremantle knows that it Will be a few
years before we canl get a return. It is not
reasonable to say that we should be able to
save enough to cover the £1J23,000 which is

to be raised under the Bill. I am always
loath to tax ite individual in receipt ot a
small income, but I feel that in this case it
is a special impost for the whole of the
people. Industries, such as mining and tim-
ber, cannot be carried on without hospital
accommodation and thus we all benefit by
the establishment of those institutions. I
hope the Committee will realise that there ise
a limit to taxation.

Mr. McCallum: 'We are trying to get you
to realise that.

Mfr. Marshall: You are taxing the news-
boys in the streets.

The PRiEMIER± One bears little com-
plaint from the man who is getting £4 or £5
a week.

Mr. 'McCallum: You do not hear their com-
plaints; we do.

The PREMIER: All taxation is unpopular,
but it is not the man who gets £E5 a week
who makes the most fuss. The tax recoin-
mended by the Commission of 3d. in the
pound should be adopted.

'Mr. Murshall: 'With a reservation.
The PREMIIER: Surely we do not a ppoint

comnissions to make inquiries without Having
regard to their recommendations.

Mr. Johnston: What about Mr. Stead's
report on the railways 9

Hon. P. Collier: That cost a few thousand
pounds, and it has had no influience. There
has been wonderful silence abolit that

The PREMIER: It has had considerable
influence.

Mr. Pickering: But it has had a lot of
consideration.

Hon. P. Collier: Thnt silence cannot be
maintained much longer.

The PREMIIER: Quite a lot has been done
in connection with that report, and it has re-
ceived much consideration. Then there is the
Forestry Commission's report. Is that to
have no influence?

Mr. Pic-kering: I hope not, but it is not
printed yet.

The PREMIER: It will be, and we shall
then see. At any rate, I hope the Committtee
will reject thle amendment.

Mr. M.%eCALLUM: The Premier entirely
misunderstands the view point of the Op-
position.

Hon. P. Collier: Not accidentally, though.
Mr. -MeCALLUM: He does uot face the

position as it is presented by the Opposi-
tion.

Hon. P. Collier: He does not wish to un-
derstand it.

Mr. MNeCALLUM:- The suggestion that this
money could be made up if economies were
effected, was not made by any member sitting
on this side of the House. All we emphasise
is that the money necessary for the upkeep
of hospitals shall be raised by way of taxa-
tion in the ordina4 way. I doubt if in the
history of the responsible Government of any
conntry in the world, it was ever suggested
before that juveniles shiouldl be compelled by
Parliament to pay a tax. I do not think any
other country has stooped to the level of say-
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ig that a boy or a girl Wvho has just left
school and is earning 10s. a week shall pay
a tax.

Hon. P. Collier: Fancy making a child of
14 years of age pay taxation!I What a mag-
nificent conception I What a statesman-like
proposal!

Mr. MeCALLUM: No other country would
stoop to such a level. In that respect we are
breaking new ground. The whole of the tax
will be paid by the wage-earners, who will
have to accept the burden passed on by the
merchants and manufacturers.

Mfr. Marshall: The stiekfast fleas.
Mr. MeCALLUM: There is no suggestion

of relief for that large section of the comn-
nmunity who pay into lodges and friendly
societies for medical attention. When they
have to pay the hospital tax they wvill not be
able to continue to pay into their lodges, not
withstanding which they are not to get free
hospital treatment. I have been paying into
a lodge since leaving school, and now I "Nill
bare to pay this tax in addition. The Mini-
later, in reply to a deputation, declared that
no relief could be given to those who, because
of having to pay the tax will not be able to
continue to pay into lodges. Yet these men
are Just as much primary producers as are
the men on the land. They have to pay both
income tax and land tax, whereas the man on
the land is exempt from one or the other. Ad-
mittedly the man on the land does not pay
as much in taxation as does the man in the
city.

The Colonial Secretary: He does not get
the same services.

Mr. McCALIXM: He gets 9s. a bushel
for his wheat, which the city man has to pay,
and he gets from the Agricultural Bank
money vith which to build his house and
finance his form, money which the city man
frugally deposited in the Savings Bank. It
is the wealthy employers who create the neces-
sity for hospitals. Yet every time die workers
ask for healthful improvements in factory or
mine, the employers strenuously fight them to
the last ditch. Having created the need for
hospitals, the wealthy employers ought to be
called upon to maintain them.

The Colonial Secretary: Who was it said
that men with big incomes did not use the
hospitals and so ought not to be called upon
to maintain them?

Mr. MeCALLU-1: The Premier, among
others.

The Premier: :%a. What I said was that
the enterprise which set up a timber mill
or a mine created the need for hospitals.

Mr. MeCALLUM:; The Premier's chief
argument has been that those who use the
hospitals ought to pay for them. A man
working on a State steamer wvas knocked
down the hold and crippled for life. He de-
manded compensation, but the ease was taken
right through to the Full Court before he
could succeed. Of course, the action was not
fought by the Government, but it was fought
by the insurance companies with which the
Government deal. Nor is this sort of thing

confined to steamers. The mining companies
arc the worst of all offenders. Take also the
number of accidents that occur in the timber
mills. Yet the mill owners, drawing teas of
thousands per annum in income, are to pay
only the same as the wage-earners. Moreover,
suhelause 2 allows a deduction of expenses in-
cur-red in the production of income. No such
deduction can be made by the wage earners.
This is a most iniquitous form of taxation.
I appeal to the Premier on the score of all
those boys and girls who have just left school.
In no other country would they be called upon
to pay taxation. So long as a boy or a girl
gets over 10s. a week, he or she will be taxed.

humt a nice experience for a boy just leaving
school to have the tax gatherer w aiting for
him every pay dlay.

Mr. Mann: Does the apprentice pay into
his Union immediattely7

Air. McCALLI: He is generally admit-
ted to the union during the last year of his
9pprenticeship, andl pays nothing until he
biecomes a journeyman.

The Colonial Secretary: The Bill does not
mention any age.

Mr. McCALLUI': The Bill mentions the
amount. Would the Colonial Secretary ex-
pect a man of 21 to be receiving l09, a week?
Is it intended that any little concession or
privilege is to be calculated as an addition
to wages. Will it he hold that domestic scr-
vents must add to their wages the value of
board and lodging?

The Colonial Secretary: It does not say
so-'

Mr. McCALLU-M: It is not stated in the
Income Tax Act, but the Commissioner in-
sists on calculating 25s. as the value of board
.and lodging. WVhat guarantee can the Min-
ister give us? Although the Arbitration
Court lays down an allowance of 18s. for
hocard andl lodging, the Taxation Comnmis-
sioner nmakes it 25s.

The Premier: No, he does not.
Mr. McCALLIJM: He does; it is printed

on the form.
The Premier: You mean for waitresses in

hotels?
Mr. McCALLIJM: For waitresses in hotels,

coffee palaces, and restaurants.
The Colonial Secretary: I give you a de-

finite assurance that board and lodging will
not be taxed under this Bill.

Mr. 'MeCALLUM1: What authority has the
Minister to say that," The Taxation Commis-
sioner might say otherwise.

The Colonial Secretary: This is to be col-
lec-ted on wages and salaries at the source.

Mr. MeCALaLUM%: Who is going to col-
lect it? Who will have charge of the stamps?

The Colonial Secretary: An inspector could
view the wages sheets.

Mr. MeCALLIIM: The 'Minister said the
Commissioner would have access to the wages
sheets.

The Colonial Secretary: I did not say so,
but possibly he would.

Mr. McCALLUM: The Minister's assur-
once had better be embodied in the Bill. I
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disagree with the method of taxation Iparti-
enlarly as it affects boys and girls.

The Premier: I wish you had been on the
Commission.

Mr. MeCALLUM: My %ignnture would
never have been attached to the report.

The Colonial Secretary: The ('oiimitpsioni
were unanimous on this.

Mr, MeCALIM: Perbaps those members
would have changed their views if they had
heard arguments otn the tther side. Has it
come to this, that the State must dive right
through the long list of those in receipt ot
big incomes to tax the boy or girl earning
l~s. 6d. a week?

The Premtier: I thought you believed in
taxing everyone.

Mr. MeCALLUM: I believe in taxing
those who can afford to lay. The Premier
has expressed the opinion that there Ahoul
be a bread and butter exemption.

The Premier: I Still think so.
Mr. iMcCALLUM :Then the Premier

should stand n1, to that an5 not he influenedt
by the bad comniy into which hie has drifted.
The responsibility of financing the State
should rest upon these above the bread line.

The Premier: Why did not you help me to
p)ut the tax OIL to wine, beer and spirits?

Mr. MeCALLUM: When the Premier oc-
cupied a seat on this side of the House he
was always giving the Labour Government ad-
vice as to how they could raise revenue and
balance the ledger. In every speech he of-
fered suggestions for righiting the finances
lT e gave most wonderful assistance.

The Premier: Wih- dlid not you support
my liquor tax?

Mr. MeCALLUM1: We have probably beent
influenced by the atmosphevre which pervaded
this sile of the House when the Premier oc-
coapied a seat over here.

The Premier: I wish T could exercise A
greater influence over you.

Hon. P. Collier: Enormous volumes of
"H'ansard" have been built up by his corn-
plaints against us.

'.%r. 'MeCALLIT M:. We have told the Pre-
mier how hie nmav raise the necessary revenue.
Why does not he follow the advice? If
peole~ have incomes below the bread line it
is a eryiir shamne that they should pay a tax.Mr. Mann: Don't you think people will
he proud to contribute so much to the hog-
pituls??

Mr. MeCALLIUM: Tf it was a question
of pride over their contributions, the workers
of the State would not find the country wide
enough in which to expand their chests. The
other section of the community has done the
charging and not the paying.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: As a re-
sult of evidence taken by both sides, the
Royal Commission recomimended that a hos-
pital charge of a uniform rate of Id. in the
pound, calculated to the nearest penny, be
made on all salaries, wages and other in.-
ronieq. The reeonimendations of the Corn-
missioii were embodied in the Bill except as
to the number of persons who were to con-
stitute the trust, it has been said that the

funds for lhospitails should be obtained fronm
the Consolidated 'Revenue. This tax will aot
go into revenue, bitt will be used entirely f or
hospital services. The Sing Edward Mater-
nity Hospital and the WVooroloo Sanatorium
will be excluded fromt tis.

R1on. W. C. Angwin: What difference
does that makeI

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: There
will be more money left for hospital needs.
It would be a very Rood thing if nil hospitals
could be thoroughly well equipped, but that
is not possible at present. To the £C123,000,
which would he raised byv the Bill, there
would have to be added £1,5,0010 from Con-
solidated Revenue, nicking a lotal of
£138,000. Last year £106,000 was used for
hospital services. if we exempt the two in-
stitutions I have mentioned, the balance left
for hospitals will amount to £86,14, which
leaves an advantage of £51,000. It may be
said that this Bill will reduce the amount
received by tray of donations. Even so the
hnspitals will benefit to the extent of 936,549.
Twenty per cent. of the fees charged by the
Perth Hospital were collected. The dona-
tions to that institutioii amounted to
£94.9, of which £530 was donated by the
W.A.T.C., the Trotting Association, and the
commttercial travellers. The futll amount re-
ceived from other sources was a little over
£400. There will be no need for those pay-
ing the tax to go near the Comtmissioner of
Taxation.

11o1. W. C2. Aftgwin: What commission
are you going to put on the stamps?

The COLONIAL SECRETA&RY: None,
bitt the matter miay have to be considered.
The stamps will be printed by the depart-
atent. There is one inspector administering
the Stamp Act. He could also take on this
other job, although it may be necessary to
appoint an assistant. It is intended, where
possible, to retain the present hospital co0m-
umi ttees, where they are doing good work.

Mr. Littey: You still want a smoke screen
to cover up the tax.

The COLONITAL SECRETARY: All
those who pay this hospital tax will enjoy
the satisfaction of knotwing that they will
have done something towards improving the
condition of the sick poor.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Colonial Secretary
and other members have not been quite can-
did when stressing the point of the Royal
Commission 's recommendation. The MI1inister
knows it has been declared most specifically
by the chairman and by every other member
of the Commission that the intention of that
body was that the money raised by this tax
should he in supplement of, and not in sub-
stitution for, the Government vote. The Gov-
ernment now propose to benefit the general
revenue by Some £70,000 or £80,000 arising
out of this taxation. It is safe to say that
had the members of the Commission known
of the Government's intention in that respect,
no tax would have been recommended by
them. The tax represents a turning of the
Commission's recommendation to an improper
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utie. The result of the Hospitals Royal Com-
mission will be a lesson to Opposition mem-
hers. On wore than one occasion the Oov-
erment bare requisitioned the services df
usemberu of the House on select committees
and Royal Commissions to draft their legis-
lation for them. So far as I am concerned,
no member of the Opposition will in future
undertake such a responsibility for the Gov-
ernment.

The Premier: The House appointed the
select committee.

lion. P. COLLIER: Yes, under a specious
appea by the Government, "We bave not
time to deal with this legislation in the House,
so Jet us refer it to a selcrt committee."'
Work properly belonging to the Government
has latterly heen referred to select committees
and Royal Commissions to a degree never pre-
viously known.

The Premnier: I agree with that.
Hion. P. C'OLLlER: It has been done at

tho request of tbe Government in most eases.
The Premier: No.
lion. P. COLLIER: Let us economise by

cUttiwxy out some of these peregrinating Royal
Commissions. The point raised by the Pre-
mnier is entirely beside the question. He asked
whether we desired that the assistance and
services granted to-day by the State should
ho curtailed.

The Premnier: Of course you do not.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Of course we do not.

The Premier argued that the fact of no mem-
ber liaving asked for any reduction of ex-
penditure in those directions constitutes justi-
fication for the imposition of this tax. It
does nothing of the sort. If the increased
burden upon the State to find funds for these
and other purposes justified the Government
in seeking additional revenue, the House
would he prepared to give it to them. But
the point at issue here is the method em-
ployed in order to ra -ise revenue. Sentimental
appeals have been made, but in regard to
taxation it matters not at all to the person
paying the tax what is the purpose for which
it has been imposed. A tax is a tax, no mat-
ter n-hether the proceeds are to be devoted
to time maintenance of a hospital or to be
spent in joy-riding. In either case it is
equally difficult for a person with a small in-
come to find the money. The Premier says
that the agriculturists and other producers
are Unable to pass on taxation. That is quite
true, and it is the very basis of the objection
to this tax. The Premier knows that of the
100,000 additional taxpayers who will come
within the purv-iew of the Bill-the wage-
earners-not -a single one can pass on the
tax. The 'Premier said we bad only 38,000
taxpayers, and be asked whether we could
impose additional taxation on them.

The Premier: A good ninny were cit out
yesterday.

Hion. P. COLLIER: That fact is in itself
an una-nswerable argument against this clause.
Why is the number of taxpayers so small?
Recause inm the judgment of Parliament it
it not justifiable to bring in any more. Is it

logical, then, to bring ia as taxpayers under
the Bill 100,000 persons who to tar have been
exempt Onl the ground that they caninot pay
taxation 'If we are justified in taring them
for hospital purposes, we are equally justi-
fied in taxing them for educational purposes
and all the other services of Govenment. In
fact, the argumient in favour of taxing for
education is much sitronger than the argument
in favopur of taxing for hospital purposes,
bec-ause only a small number of those paying
the hospital tax would get any direct bene-
fit, while fromi the expenditure on education
poractically everyone benefits. The suggestion
that the wealthy people receiv-e no ben~efit
from hospitals will rnot bear analysis, because
it is largely onl acclount of the creation of the
ealarics of the wgealthy people that hospitals
have to lie maint~ined to patch up the wrecks
of our industrial life. TI 1920 there were 21
persons killed in the mines of Western Auis-
tralia andi 5318 were injured, while last year
18 men 'were killed and 344 were injured. In
whose interests bad those men to suffer?

Mr. Mel allum: And that does not refer to
the mn whoi suffered fromi miner's disease.

Hon, P. COLLIER: That shows that the
hospitals exist in the interests of the mine
ownters. While it is urged that the liquor
traffic should shoulder thle expenditure caused
by thle trade in connection with OUr gaol;j
1syluUm-;, and( So on,2 thle sameC argument is
itnt app~lied to other industries.

Mfrs. Cowan: The liquor trade has not been
nmade to pay that burden.

lion. P. CC)LITER: No. So far as the
goldflAls are concerned, for every person
who died or had to enter un institution on
accounit of the liquor traffic, a hundred had
to, suiffer beause of their occupation. We
are asked to impose this additional harden on
thle people. This means that the tramway
employee nhli hs to pay £4 12s. -a year for
lodge dunes, medical fund, andl provision for
sickness, and the worker in the outback gold-
fields districts, such as Leoneora, where his
dues and so on amount to £6 9s. 4d., will each
have to pay ain addlitional 25is. or 30s. a year
and are not gua-ranteed hospital accommoda-
tion. The Bill iN the worst possible adver-
tisement Mestv-n Australia could ever re-
eive. It mleainq that the newsboyvs who are

specially licensed so that they ran help main-
taut their families, will have to sell a few
extra copies of the papers in Order to pay
this tax. What a lekislative aebievement fo;r
Pairliamient to he prmoud of. It is the sum
total of the legislative genius of the Gov-
ierinent! Wnslhtrwomen, office cleaners,
little boys and girls and casual w-orkers,
struggl ine from day' to day, will have to
contribute their quota of taxation, in order,
we are told, that they mnay have the satis-
faction of saying that they are contributing
to the upkeep of our hospitals. The Proe-
amier referred to the economies that were
being practised~ and the tight hold the
Treasury was maintaining over expenditure.
In a few minutes, I could point out where

2101



[ASSEMBLY.]

there has been not economy, but scanldalous
extravagance,

Mr. Teesdale: We will excuse you.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Was it economy that

saddled this unfortunate State with the
expenditure of £76,000, an which interest
at b'ix per cent. will have to be paid, with-
out the sanction of Parliament, on the rail-
way from Waroona. to Lake Clifton? The
returns from that railway at the outset
represented l8s. 7%d. per day, while the
interest bill on the capital expenditure was
£9 per day. That is the kind of economy
that necessitates legislation of this kind.
That line was constructed in defiance of the
Commissioner of Railways of the day, in
order to satisfy the whim and idiosyocracies
of a piarticular Minister.

The Premier: I had nothing to do with1
that.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I know that, but the
same Mtinisters who exercise a strong influ-
ence in Cabinet to-day and who were
capable of making such an atrocious
blunder, are capable of doing so again. So
long as these conditions obtain, so long will
the drift continue. There are other eases
of similar "economies."

Mr. Teesdale - Your few minutes have
elapsed.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Was it economy as
pointed out in the "West Australian"y re-
tenth' to spend thousands of pounds in
clearing the route of a proposed railway,
and then to leave it alone until the cleared
stretch had been overgrown again? So
long as there is a complacent majority on
the Government side of the House, this
drift will continue. What has happened to
the men who saddled the State with the
Lake Clifton line? Were they penalised
and turned out of office?' On the contrary
they contined to enjoy the emoluments Of
office, as if they had never been guilty of
an administrative mistake in their life. We
find the salaries of senior officers increased
by £100 or £200 a year and two highly paid
men doing the work formerly carried out
by one officer. So long as the money is
voted by Parliament, so long will it be
spent in this way. When it comes to find-
ing large sums of money for favoured sec-
tions of the community, certainly it shall
be done I Tax the street waif earning a
miserable living by selling newspapers, or
the poor beggar who cannot find food and
clothes for his children. 'Who, before this,
ever beard of a fiat rate of taxation? And
if it be good enough here, why not apply it
to income taxation? After its action last
night in providing exemption fromn income
taxation, it would be absurd for the House
to endorse a tax like this. I regard the
halfpenny of thme amendment as the lesser
of two evils, but the whole principle is
wrong2, and I will vote against it after the
amendment has been disposed of.

Mr. PICKERING: In the criticism of the
proposed taxation the two points made are,
first that the tax is exceptional in form

and, secondly, that it is unjust in incidence.
But we are not singular in considering a
tax for a specific purpose. Most of the
local authorities levy taxation of that
nature. As to whether the proposed tax is
unjust in its incidence, the question is de-
batable. Reference to the first recommenda-
tion of the Royal Commission will show
that there was unanimity of opinion in
respect of the imposition of this tax. After
all, the tax is subject to certain exemptions.

Mr. Munsie: Amongst the workers none
but pensioners can hope to Ret exemption.

Mr. PICKERING: The Bill has been ruled
to be guiltless of the imposition of taxa-
tion, and so it will he necessary to bring
down another measure before the tax can
be imposed. It may be that the Govern-
went will provide certain exemptions in
the second Bill.

Hn. P. Collier: Any exemptions must he
provided in thk, Bill, nut in. the taxing Bill.

Mr. PICKERING: The Premier said lie
bud no desire to tax anybody in receipt of
less thana £200, and so it is to be assumed
that he will introduce exemptions. Provi-
sion is made for the deduction of expenses
incurred in earning income. Is it not
possible to construe a contribution of funds
to a hospital as coming under that provi-
sion?

Hon. P. Collier: No, certainly not.
IMr. PICKERING: The proposed taxation

will constitute a minor burden as compared
with the burden of the Customs tariff,
against which -we hear little or no com-
plaint.

The CHAIRMAN: The hion. member is
not iu order in discussing the tariff.

Mr. PICKERING: This proposed taxation
might well he accepted if some of the de-
sired exemptions were provided. I have
followed with interest the debate, and I
have read with interest comments in the
local newspapers; yet I have failed to
observe that outside the House there hs
heen any great outcry against the imposi-
tion of the proposed tax. No evidence was
given to the Rtoyal Commission against the
tax.

Hion. P. Collier: Yes there was.
1%fr. Cliep.son: The lion. member has not

rend the evidence.
Mr, PICKERING: At nil events, there

h1Ps been hut very little outcry against the
tax. Amongst members of the Opposition
it is popular to condemn all forms of taxa.
ti on.

lion.' P. Collier: Any -form of taxation?
Mr. PICKERING: bp hion. member advo-

cates only one form of taxation and that is
on thos- in receipt of more than the living
wage. I am prepared to support reasonable
taxation.

lion. P. Collier: What is reasonable taxa-
tion?

Mr. -PICKERING: The amount stated in
thle Bill. Thle tax is f or a very laudable par-

Mr. 'Munsie: It w-ill not put the hospitals
on a better footing.
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Mr. PICKERING: I believe it will. The
Premier gave a definite assurance that the
additional funds needed would be found.

lion. P. Collier: You were not too ready
to accept his assurances on the Closer Settle-
ment Bill.

Mr. PICKERING: Perhaps so. We should
be in a position to pay the nurses a higher
rate.

Hon. P. Collier: And take a penny train
the children.

Mr. PICKE RING: I regret that the Bill
will still permit soliciting tar funds far hos-
jitah'. If the Government obtain the money
they anticipate, they should supply sufficient
fraon Consolidated Revenue to make street col-
lections unnecessary. Provided the hospitals
are put on a sound footing, no one will object
to the proposed tax. One would imagine
that the amount of the tax was stupendous.

Mr. Munsie: It will relieve the Government
to the extent of £100,000.

Hon. P. Collier: Could you live on £4 a
week and rear a family?

Mr. PICKERING: I do not think so--
Ho,,. P. Collier: Then why ask another man

to do sot
MrI. PICKERING: Nat with the demands

made on a mnenmber of Parliament.
Hon. P. Collier: But without those de-

mands?
Mr. PICKERING: As a farmer, I think I

could.
Mr. McCallum: Only because you could

gro w most of your requiremrrnts, but if you
had to buy them all, you could not.

Mr. PICKERING: [ have not tried to live
on £4 a week.

Mr. Corhoy: Then why assume that a 'nan
onf: 4 a week can pay the taxt

Mr. PICKERING: Ten or 20 years ago
one dlid not get all the things one needs to.
day.

Han. P. Collier: You have fallen on more
prosperous days.

Mr. P[CKERING: The Commission did
their work well. They were representative of
both sides of the House and the Government,
in adopting their recommendations, are carry-
ing out time desires of every section repre-
sented in the House.

H.-n. P. Collier: Will you accept the reconm-
mendations of the select committee on the
[.A.B.?

Mr. PICKERING: If the recommendations
of the .A.B, are unanimous-

'Mr. Corboy: You do not claim that the
recomimendations of the Hospitals Commis-
sion are aanimous?

MrT. PICKERING: There is nothing to in-
dliente the contrary.

MrI. Munsie: Have the Government corm-
[lied with the request to make up the balance
required out of Consolidated Revenue?

Hon. P. Collier: Only to the extent of
£:15,000.

Mr. PICKERING: The only people who
will derive benefit from the hospitals will be
the indigent.

Mr. McCallum; The employer, the big man,
will get most benefit.

Mr. PICKERING: Hospitals are estab-
lished for the sick and indigent.

I-on. P. Collier: If the Government did not
provide hospitals, the onus would be on the
employers and the industry to provide them,
and the employers get the advantage that
way.

Mr. PICKERING: The bulk of the people
will not regret having been afforded an op-
portunity to contribute to the hospitals.
These institutions are in dire straits. The
Kellerberria hospital is the only one I have
heard mentioned as being affluent.

flon. W. C. Angwin: That is a new hos-
pital.

'Mr. PICKERING: All the others are in
urgent need of funds. They require linen;
they are mortgaged up to the eyes for store;,
and some are unable to pay for telephones.
When means are devised to relieve hospitals
of the great anxiety arising from insuffic-
ient funds, surely they are deserving of sup-
port. It is only fair that every one should
ecaitrihute within his means towards building
up our hospital system on sound lines.

lHon. T. WALKER: If the public have not
raised any great objection to the Bill, the
reason is that they do not know what is being
dlone. There is more apposition to this meas-
ure than has reached the ears of members of
Parliament. This is a species of irrespon-
sible imposition of taxation. My chief ob-
j e ton is that it is legislation by a board or
select committee. It is not tl,' legislation at
responsible 'Ministers of the Crown.

The CHAIRMAN: There is too much con-
versation in the Chamber and it is not fair
to the hon. member who is speaking.

Hon. T. WALKER: Ministers have not
accei.ted the responsibility of their own work.
TIhey have delegated to the committee the
work of legislation. The functions of a sel-
ect committee should be informative only;
they should not go to the extent of drafting
a Bill. I haves repeatedly directed attention
to the danger of taking from Ministers their
responsibilties-

H~on. P. Collier: Of Ministers shirking
their responsibilites.

Hon. T. WALKER: Of Ministers getting
rid of the clear duty of comstructing legis-
lation, and subnmitting it to Parliament in
the spirit that they stand or fall by it. There
is an absence of that spirit nowadays. Min-
isters say, ''It is not our Bill; it is
the select committee's Bill.'' We can-
not sheet home any wvrong to Ministers.
Mr. William Watson, a member of the Fre-
mantle Hospital Board, gave the following
evidence before the Commission:-

I can see no fairer way of raising money
than by means of a graduated super tax
on income. Surely it is not intended to
take from a man who is earning less than
£3 a week even a snuak amount for hos-
pital maintenance. The graduated super
tax would be a simple method, and the
amount would increase as the income be-
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came larger. The cost of the upkeep of
our hospitals should be bone for the most
part by the wealthy and not by the poor.

[Mr. Stubbs took the Chair.]

.Mr. Mann: The Commission were evidently
guided by, the weight of evidence.

Hou. T. WALKER: Not by the weight
of commn~ sense. There has been a delega-
tion of Ministerial responsibility to this Coin-
mission. A new principle has been intro-
dIucedl, and a new departure made from the
general methods of taxation. This is a
method which England has avoided for cen-
turies. Memabers of the Commission were
inexperienced in the principles of taxation,
and complacently the new and inexperienced
Minister has followed their example. The
Leader of the Opposition has so powerfully
and unanswerably dealt with the incidence
of taxation that I scruple to follow the same
track lest I weaken the-strength of his logic.
'We have lost all sense of consistency if, after
saying last night it was wrong to impose a
legitimate and tested form of taxation upon
the poor, wre now come down to the lower
depths of poverty, and insist upon imposing a
tax. The argument of that beautiful ex-
ample of innocent Toryism that represents
Busselton, is that those who use the hospitals
should pay for them, but it is the indigent
who use them and it is the indigent
who, according to the hon. member, should
pay. How broad, magnanimous, and noble
is that argumentl What is the nobility of
mankind but to better the conditions of the
poor, and what is the purpose of a civilised
Government but to protect them? To the
Government taxgatherers is it now intended
to add countless others in the font, :of
employers? The Government have not the
courage to maintain their hospitals by legiti-
mate taxation, hut propose to do it by a
side wind. I wish to express my' anxiety' to
uphold the traditions of our- legislature,
to preserve it from boyish methods of
legislation, to see it maintain the dignity
of those who look upon the poor and
unfortunate in our midst q the care
and the charge of the rich and fortunate.
Tf wealth cannot take pity upon the poor
when they are sick, upon the maimed and the
wretched, civilisation is a fraud, a sham and
a hypocrisy. I trust that the principle
affirmned last night will not be departed from
to-night, and that this tax, proposed by an
irresponsible body and accepted by a young,
untrained, untried Minister, will he rejected.

Progress reported.

ASSENT TO BILLS.
Message from the Governor received and

read notifying assent to the follouing
Bills:-

1, Administration Act Amendment.
2, Married Women's Protection.
3, Public Education Acts Amndmment.

BILL-LAND ACT AMENDMENT.
Returned from the Council without aied-

ment

ANNU[AL ESTIMATES, 1922-23.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 5th December; 'Mr.
Angelo in the Chair.

Department of the Minister for Water
Supply, Sewerage and Drainage (Hlon. W. J.
George, Minister).

Vote-Goldfields Water Supply Under-
taking, £132,499:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Eon.
WV. J. Oeorge-Murray-Wellington) (10.25]:
In view of the number of years during which
the Gloldfields Water Scheme has been in
operation, it is hardly necessary for me to
say much to members on the subject. I have
much pleasure in stating that there is an in-
ceeaing demand from the farmning areas for
supplies of water from the scheme. This
pleasure of mline will be readily understood
by hon. menmbers when I inform them that
unfortunately owing to the present condition
of the mining industry on the Golden Mile
there is not so much demand for water on
the Eastern Goldfields as there was some
years a go. Hon. members will be aware
that the scheme was initiated with the idea
of supplying about five million gallons per
day to (ioolgardie and Kaigoorlie. That
ideal, to which the engineers were working,
has not been reached; but the scheme is now
delivering as much water as the pipes can
carry. Between the reservoir and the No. I
pumping station, on to No. 4 station, we are
pumping something over five million gallons
per day; but of that five million gallons the
great bulk is absorbed by the farming areas
which tap the main on its way to Kalgoorlie.
The goldfields are now taking about two
million gallons daily. There has been a
natural anxiety as to the stability of the
pipes. At the start the life of the pipes -as
laid dovn as being about 25 years, and, with
good luck, rather more. During the years
which have passed, there have been various
occasions on which the engineers have had to

carry much anxiety, by rearon of the action of
electrolysis o the pipes. flowever, the skill
of the engineers in charge of the work-
I may refer particularly to Mr. O'Brien-
enabled them to devise means by which the
life of the pipes has been considerably pro-
longed. Although there is, and must be, a
certain degree of nervousness about the mat-
ter, still I am assured we need not fear but
that the scheme will be able to carry out the
objects for whit-h it wvas constructed. A ques-
tion which has been, and is still being, carefully
gone into, with a view to reducing the cost
of pumping, is the idea of replacing at the
No. 1 and No. 2 stations the steam-propelled
piumps with pumps to be driven by electricity.
At the moment I cannot say whethier the sub-
stitution would prove fully economical. How-
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ever, we are very desirous of installing elec-
tric poweCr, not only because we are anxious
to produce, if possible, a further economy in
the working, but also in order that We may
assist the big electricity scheme operating at
Fast Perth by enabling it to have a bigger
call than at present on its production. If
we find that it is possible to see even
our own back again, or possibly a little less
than our own, by pumping with electric power
instead of steam power, I personally should
feel inclined to istal electricity. So far as
my nature will allow me, I like to look at
these things with a broader view than the
particular enterprise upon which I an, en-
gaged. I regard the goldfields water scheme
as a member of a big family, of which the
electricity scheme at Eat Perth is also a
member. I bear in mind that if the scheme
can take a large quantity of electric current
from East Pertlh, the increased output there
would result in that undertaking being able
to supply the people generally With electric
current at a rate considerably lower than that
now being charged. If investigation should
prove that even some slight loss in this con-
nection to the goldfields water scheme would
be counterbalanced by increased efficiency and
lower working costs of the electricity scheme,
Y should regard it my duty as a Minister to
take up a corresponding attitude.

Mr. Macallure Smith. Are the agricultural
areas not interested in connection with the
Gioldfields Water Supply Scheme?

Mr. McCallum: It does not look like it,
seeing that there are practically no Country
Party members present.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They should be in-
terested.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Country Party seats being practically empty,
may be due to the fact that the members of
that party have been listening f or seven or
eight hours to arguments on another matter.
I wish hon. nmenmbers would remember these
points regarding the electricity scheme. If
it should be desirable to effect these altera-
tions, they wrill be carried out. We have
heard complaints this session regarding the
Government being so hard up. A number
of members have advised the Government as
to the necessity for economy being practised,
especially in view of the deficit. It is one
thing for hon. members to talk about seo-
nomy in this Chamber, but they are prob.
ably aware that if there is one thing that J.
have more to do with than another it is the
water supply for the agricultural area and
the goldfields. Members frequently ask for
concessions in the interests of their eon-
stitnenta. During the last week or two, I
have received a number of applications
backed up by members of Parliament, whose
sincerity and earnestness no one can doubt.
These applications were for concessions in
connection with water supplied to various
parts. The arguments advanced are quite
all right in themselves, but if members will
look at the balance sheets they will see that
the scheme is not a paying concern. In those

eirenstnnces, it should be remembered that
every bit of revenue which is lost through
the granting of these concession must add
to the deficit. I trust members will not lose
sight of that fact in the future.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You learnit that
when you were on the Opposition side of the
House.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I have
leanat many things both on the Opposition
side and on the Governmne.nt aide of the
House. There are one or two features of the
utilities served by the Goldfields Water Sup-
ply Department in the agrieultural area, to
which I will refer. It has been recognised
by various Governments from the very incep-
tion, that it would be ridiculous to suppose
that the early settlers could supply them-
selves with water straight away. In many
instances, therefore, dams and wells were
put down in advance of settlement. In other
istanices, this wrork was done at the same

tim~e as the settlement took place, while in
other cases it was done after settlement.
There arc about 2,000 dams and wells which
have been provided at a cost, running into
about half a million pounds.

Mr. Murnie: During what pcriod9
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: During

the last 20 years or so. These dams were
put down when the districts were really in
the pioneering stages, so as to enable not
only the settlers, but those who were drov-
ing and carting to stations, to procure water
supplies. These dams and wells were main-
tained at the expense of the general revenue.
Some years ago the Government of the day
decided-I think rightly so, too-that they
could not be expected fairly to continue the
expenditure involved in the maintenance of
the dams. It was held that those who re-
ceived benefits from the wells and dams could
be expected reasonably to effect the neces-
sary repairs. It was not ani unreasonable at-
titude to adopt that, should the dams become
silted up, the settlers in the districts should
give a day per season to remove the silt and
clean out the drains so that when the rains
came, the water could have free access to
the damns, and so collect all the water pos-
sible. The Government were unable to find
the money for maintenance purposes and,
consequently, the dams and wells were
handed over to the road boards in the
various districts. I wish it were possible for
me to say that the department is satisfied
with the attention that has been given to the
dams. At the present time, I receive letters
almost daily from various districts pointing
out that there is a stringency regarding
water supply and that the people will be in
trouble because of the condition of the dams
and wells. As Minister of the day, and voic.
ing the views not only of the present Gov-
ernmrent, but of others with which I have
been connected, r feel that thin point should
be stressed to members of the agricultural
districts, so that they can mention it to the
road boards and their constituents.

IMr. Heron: The agricultural members are
not here to listen to you.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
must come a time when the special expendi-
ture undertaken by the Government must be
transferred to the care of the local authori-
ties. It is not too much to say that that
burden should be accepted in the districts
concerned. Some of those authorities have
been accustomed to look to the Government
for everything that should be done and now,
in a time of financial stre,-s, they do not un-
derstand that ''God helps those who help
themselves "

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That only means
putting the tax on to another party.

The mixiSTER FOR WORKS: Hardly
as much as that. It means that these dis-
tricts should certainly look after their own
concerns as muclh as possible. There has
been trouble front time to time regarding
centralisation. This is one direction in which
T think dccentralisation can be carried out,
supported by conmnon sense.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Decentralisation is
wanted only outside the metropolitan area.

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
have other water schemes at Mfeekatharra,
Cue, Day Dawnm, and other places. The re-
port of the Public Works Department shows
that the financial condition of these schemes
is not good. It is, of course, the result of
the migration of population owing to the de-
clime of the fields. This aspect has had con-
siderable thought from the departmental
officers and will have to be considered by the
Government. The Narrogin water scheme was
opened a week or so ago, and I believe it
may be looked upon as a successful effort on
the part of those responsible.

Mr. Pickering: What did it cost?
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Akbout

£89,000 odd. The Railway Department con-
tributed towards the cost, and will draw its
water from the scheme. The Wieherina
scheme at Geraldton is progressing very well,
and it is hoped that early in the new year
it will be possible to give Geraldton the new
supply, which will be ample and of good
quality.

The CHAIRMAN: Is not the MAinister get-
ting away from the division? We are on
Goldfields Water Supply.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: But
this comes under the same department.

The CHAIRMAN : If the Committee has
no objection, the Minister mar proceed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: A ques-
tion a-itating 'Kalgoorlie members is whether,
since the sinking fund payments have been
set aside for the time being, a reduction in
the price of water will not be Possible. That
qm'estion is being carefully considered, but the
inquiries are not yet complete.

Mr. Corboy: I-ow about allowing water for
the money pild in meter rents?

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: I will
deal with that presently. The cost of pump-
ing water up to Kalgoorlie is in excess of
what is received.

Hon. W. C. Aug-win: Is that allowing for
what the agricultural areas ought to pay?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
We give the scheme full credit for that. I
have had prepared a diagram showing the
cost of water at every station. Goldfields
members are keen upon the provision of cheap
water for loar grade mines. It is contended
that if cheap water could be supplied to those
mines, although it would mean a loss to the
department, yet the benefits resulting to the
State would more than offset that loss. I
have pit that contention before my officers,
.and I can asure lion, members that as soon
as we get into recess the matter will be final-
ised and a recommendation made to Cabinet.

Mr. MITNSI E (Hannans) [ 10.45]: I should
have been, better pleased if the MIinister bad]
told us approximately what the goldfields
schemne is losing. From the figures supplied
here, T take it that if expectations are real-
ised, a profit will be shown this year. I do
tnot know wlietlwer the Minister is including
the £179,000 for interest and sinking fund,
.q% fi previous years. I have been turning up
"'Hansard'' with a view to learning from the
report (if the Treasurer's Budget speech what
he was going to save this year in sinking fund
paymecnts.

lion. P. Collier: He said £08,000.
Mr. 'MTNSIE: Yet we find in this footnote

that the same amount is provided as was set
down last year. By wiping that out, and tak-
ing the actual expenditure and the estimated
iineomie, we get at profit of £52,000. That
being an, the Minister ought to endeavour to
'educe the cost of water to low grade mines.
Only to-day I received from Kalgoorlie a
letter askin~g me to maike suggestions as to
I-ow the miningZ industry could get some relief.
Cod only knows, it wants relief. There is no
other industry in the State which, during the
last six or se~ven years, has been hit as bard
ais has the minin' industry. It is up to the
rovernment to do something to assist that
industry and, since they' have been relieved
of the payment of sinking fund, the provi-
sion of cheap water appears to be a pratic-
able form of assistance. I was disappointed
with the attitude of the Minister in respect
of outlying centres. A little over two years
ago the Glovernment decided to Pull up the
wrater main from floorara to Bulong, evi-
dently with the intention of transferring the
pipes to sonmc other locality,

The Mittister for Works: To Mieekatharra.
Mr. Mt'-NSIE: I am speaking of the pipe

line from Boorarnt to Buloing, and not that
from Lakeside to floorara. People in the Ru-
long ili,triet running stock hare to rely on
one dan, and if that happened to go dry,
their bollinn would he useless. It was sug-
p'e4ted that it would bp uneeonmical to pull
the pipes up. I do not know what it cost to
pull thenm up, hut after they were taken out
of the round, they were carted to Kalgoorlie
where they are still stacked. It was not
worth going to the expense of pulling them
out of the round as they are unfit for further
use. Had they been left in the ground, they
would have continued to serve a useful pur-
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pose. There was no great pressure on them,
because the wvater gravitated right to Bu-
long. The Government have now decided to
pull up the pipes to the Boearars pumping sta-
tion. A reasonably fair find has been made
in the Soorara district quite recently. About
12 men are working these and the water was
being used also by two pastoralists.

The Minister for Works: Prom that
train?

.1fr. MIJNSIE: Yes; they brought their
cattle in for water.

The Minister for Works: They might have
,lonie that. I was up there and was assured
there were no residents within miles.

Mr. M1JNSIE: The 'Minister could not have
gone far.

The Minister for Works: I went to the
lumping station.

Mr. MIJNSIE: There bas been no one in
that locality, apart from the pumping sta-
tion man, for 12 or 13 years. Had the M~in-
ister gone 21/a miles south-east to Waterfall,
lit, would have found residents who relied on
getting their water from the scheme. The
M1inister, in reply to a question, said it was
intended to utilise the pipes at Meekatharra.
I dto not know whether he has bad those
pipes examined, but I am afraid that if he
pmulls them uip, he wvill find thema i no better
condition tihan the other lot. They will not
be fit to send to 'Mekatharra.

Mr. Harrison: Did the department use any
of the pipes which were lifted?

'Mr. 'MUNSIE: Not one length of them;,
they wvere, not fit to use. In many places the
thumb tould be pressed through them.

The Minister for Works: Were they Sin.
galvanised iron, pipesI

M\r. MIPNSEE: They were Sin, pipes; I
ilo not know whether they were galvanised.

The M3inister for Works: It saved an ex-
penditure of £800 by sending some of the
pipes from there to the sawmills.

Mr. MUNSTE: T made inquiries three
weeks ago and was informed that all the
pipes pulled] up, barring those which wvere
in too bad a state to be lifted on to the
lorry, were stacked at -Kalgoorlie.

The Minister for 'Works: I bhall injuire
into that.

M.%r. MtJNSTE: I hope the Minister will re-
consider this matter and leave the pipes in
the Boorara line. They are costing nothing
for maintenance, and a considerable expendi-
tire will be involved if it is decided to pullI
them on. When they are pulled up, they wil
probably be useless.

The Minister for Works: We do not want
to do that.

Mr. 'MINSIE: I wish to warn the Min-
ister that that is what will happen. In, the
interests of the district the pipes should be
allowed to remain in the ground. It is quite
right to take pipes fron, a district where
they are not required and use them for a new
and promising centre, but it is a waste of
money to pull up worn-out pipes, which might
still be of service in the old district.

The Minister for Works: I agree with you.

Mr. MUNSIE: There is still a possibility
of Waterfall p~roducing a good deal of gold.
The district has not been abandoned by any
means. It is up to the Minister to give at
cheaper water supply to some of the low grade
mines in Kalgoorlie and along the pipe track.
Ever since I have been in Parliament, I
have advocated cheaper water for such
mines. In sonu6 instances a reduction has been
secured, but while the Government had to pay
interest and sinking fund on the scheme loan,
it was not a fair proposition to ask that
water be supplied at less than cost price and
the general taxpayer should make up the de-
ficiency. Now that the scheme is free trom
the butrden of interest and vinking load, the
Governinent should supply wvater at a cheaper
rate. I realise some of the 'lifficulties
There may be a well established mine work-
ing on fairly low grade ore and making a
success of it. If the Minister given cheaper
water to some undeveloped low grade show,
he will be requested by the larger and more
successful show to be given water at the
same rate.

The Minister for Works: That is so.
Mr. MUNSIE: That difficulty, however,

is not insurmountable. I do not know of
one company on the Oolden Mile that is
squealing about the charge for water supplied
for general use. For the pumping of tail-
ings, the Government supply water to some
of the big mines at less than it costs to
deliver it to Kalgoorlie.

Mr. Corboy: They are selling it cheaper
at Kalgoorlie than it Southern Cross.

Mr. MIINSJE: I refer particularly to the
Great Bloulder, the Ivanhoe, and the Horse-
shoe.

Mr. Corboy: And the South Kalgurli.
Mr. MUNSIE: These mines have had

cheap water for some years. I believe the
concession is at the rate of is. 6(1. per
thousand. The Government will not permit
the companies to use salt water. If a mine
has sufficient salt water to enable it to run
a ten-head battery, it cannot use it without
losing the concession for fresh water. Salt
rater, of course, cannot be used for boiler
purposes. Directly the iiian attempts to use
its own salt water, the Government put up
the rates for fresh water about 300 per cent.
For the lnst two or three years the M~inister
has complained that if he gave any conces-
sion in the price he could not supply the
extra water on account of the pipe line
difficulties. Only two million gallons a dlay
are being supplied to Kalgoorlie. The rest
of the water is absorbed along the route.
If there was a demand for five million gallons
per day the Minister could not supply it with
the present pipe line. He dare not put the
necessary pressure on the whole line. If
he cannot supply any extra demand, the
companies should be aible to make up the
amount required by using their own salt
water without being penalised.

Mr. Harrison: That was not tbe policy
of the present Government alone.
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Mr. MIJXSIE: It has been the policy of
the Water Supply Departnment for many
years. The desire is to make the Goldfields
Water Scheme a paying proposition. The
department has held that if a concession was
given in one-flir~etion it would have to be
given in anotherm flat is a dog-in-the-
manger policy. The pipes are less efficient
than they were, and the longer they remain
in the ground the less efficient will they
become. It is necessary to ease the burden
of water costs upon the companies. There
are not many mines An Kalgoorlie and
Boulder district which have water of their
own, and r cannot see why the Government
should object to their using selt water in
conjunction with fresh.

Mr. Harrison :That policy has fallen
heavily upon Westonia.

Mr. MUNSIE Borne of the mines have
to waste their water because of the position
I have outlined. The Government have been
repaid for fully 90 per cent, of the meters
they supplied on the goldields, and have had
ten times their value back.

The Mfinister for Works: Ton are mis-
taken.

Mr. MJNSTE ± The Government have
charged l09. 6d. per annumn per meter, and
75 per cent, of the meters on the nelds have
been in existence for 15 years.

The Minister for Works: It costs some-
thing to repair them.

Mr. Corboy: They have been in the ground
for 15 years without being touched.

Mr. MITNSTE: They have returned
roughly about £8 each, which is surely in
excess of their original cost. During the last
two or three years the Government have per-
mitted the householder to cut out his meter
rent by paying an exorbitant price for excess
water. Even in that respect the Government
arc not giving the people a fair deil. If the
Minister will go into the matter, I amn sure
lie will devise some means of affording relief
to the goldfields people.

Mr. LITTEY (Brown Hill-Ivanhoe) [11.81:
Have Ministers come to any decision as to
supply of water to the goldfields? What has
been the result of their negotiations with the
mining industry? The irdustry deserves all
the assistance the Government can give it.
There are pensioners and men under the
M1ire Workers' Relief Fund who are having
a bard atrugale to make ends meet. They are
not in a position to pay the water meter
rents. The quantity of water they use is
small, and therefore they Pct no benefit from
the concession. Some eonsider'ti should
be given to these people by the Minister.

Mr. CORWBOY (Vilgarn) [11.101: T desire
to back up the remark, of the member for
flannars. and to appeal to the M.inister
to go personailly into the matter and see in
what war he can help. In regrardl to assist-
anee to low grrade shows I think we can
depend upon the co-operation of the Min-
ister for Mines. Some months ago I bad

oeeasion to place a case before him, and
although the application was turned down
by the Minister for Water Supply, I still
hope that the announcement to be made by
that 'Minister in the new year will be one
with which we can all be satisfied. Regard-
ing meter rents, I have at various times
collected a little information. I have found
that in a number of cases the meters bave
been in the ground for 15 or 16 years,
functioning without repair or removal. The
meter rent has paid the cost of the meters
more than once. Sonic relief should be
g'iven to goldfields residents in that respect.
Ini thme metropolitan area there was origin-
ally a charge for meter rents, but that
charge was done away with some years ago,
the department recognising that the meters
form portion of the departmental plant.

The Minister for Works: It was a mistake
tha.t the meter rents were done away with.

Mr. CORBOY: Some people contend that
the Minister has got the money back by
imposing charges for water in other ways.
However, I would not be so unkind as to
make Ruch a suggestion. In view of the
high price of water on the goldfields, and
in view of the fact that the meters have
been more than paid for by the meter rents,
I think the charge should not he allowed to
remain. At Southern Cross the charge for
water is higher than at Kalgoorlie. Of
course I recognise that Southern Cross uses
a great deal less water than Kalgoorlie uses,
and therefore. it is madle difficult for South-
ern Cross to obtain equal consideration.

Mr. ICKMOTT (Pingelly) [11.141: The
question of water for the agricultural areas
is one of the most serious problems facing
the Government. There has been talk of
supplyng those areas with water from
Mrundaring Weir. I was surprised to hear
the Minister say that about half a million
had been spent on water conservation in
the agricultural areas. My observation tells
me that the matter has only been tinkered
with. In all the Eastern States the Govern-
ments have laid down water supplies in the
agricultural districts at a cost that in many
cases is merely trifling as compared with
the cost here. Tn what are called the dry
areas of Victoria there is a splendid supply
of water from the River Murray, and the
water rate is about £7 per annum for 640
acres. I admit that there is a special diffi-
culty here, because frequently the ground
is not good for holding. Ta other cases, I
sin told, the water gets brackish if the dam
is sunk to any considerable depth. Some
of our dams, sunk to a specification furn-
ished by the Water Supply Department, will
not hold water for more than six weeks. As
soon as dry weather sets in, the water
evaporates. As regards wells, let bon. mem-
hers imagine a man carting water from a
well 100 feet deep and supplied only with
a windlass. That is the equipment of many
wells in the agricultural areas. Many of
the wells are 70, 80, 90 and even 100 feet
deep, and the settler has to pull the water
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up with the windlass and fill his tanks. By
thle time he gets home he almost requires
to go back again to tbe well. In many
seasons when there is sufficient rain to
make the grass and crops growv, there is not
sufficient to allow of water being conserved.
Daom in the agricultural areas must be of
sufficient capacity to carry the settlers over
two years. Without such dams a permanent
water supply is out of the question. The
Government should conme to the assistance
of the farmers in that respect. Some little
time ag the Minister said that to supply
water from the scheme would cost £50 for
1,000 acres.

The Minister for Works: In some places,
yes, and even as much as £60.

Mr. mICXMoTT: From my knowledge of
farming I say that no man can pay such a
rate.

The Minister for Works: The farmers say
they can.-

M r. HTICKMOTT: They may ay that, but
it will be found that they cannot keep up
their payments.

The Minister for Works : That is my
opinion too.

Mr. HITCRMOTT : There are other
methods of supplying them with water, and
those methods must be adopted in order to
obtain a permanent supply. The problem
is one which, though difficult, will have to
be faced if we are going to keep our settlers
on the land and get them to produce as the
Government desire. Of course that is not
only the wish of the Government, but also
the wish of the people concerned. They
desire to produce more and more, and the
large r their production the better it will be
for the State. When I first went into the
dry areas many farmers carted water over
distances of 15 to 20 miles. In summer that
work occupied them practically the whole
of their time. Reverting to the rate quoted
for scheme water, I say it is impossible for
any farmer to pay £50 or £60 per thousand
acres.

The Minister for Works: Your deputy
leader assured me that the farmers could
pay that.

Mr. HICKMOTT: I would not like to
undertake such a responsibility, even
though it is absolutely necessary to have
water. In the old St. Arnaud shire of
'Victoria, a very large shire covering hun-
dreds of square miles, before cheap water
was obtained from the Murray Ri-~er it was
the practice to sink dams of 6,000 or 7,000
cubic yards in places where there was good
catchment, and thus the farmers were, gen-
erally speaking, Within three to five miles
of water. Those dams were one of the best
investments of the kind ever made by any
public body.

The Minister for Works: Were the dams
linedl

Mr. flICKMOTT: No. They could sink
dams there very much cheaper than has been
possible here. I know of one 10,000-yard
dam, 20 feet deep, which was put down
for less than Is. per yard. That dam

was filled by tike water scheme, and not dir-
ectly by rain. I believe the excavation of
tanks here coats from 2s. to 2s. 6d., or per-
haps more, per yard, and that is a very ex-
pensive item. Many 2,000-yard dams have
been constructed in Victoria for 6d. or 8d.
a yard. The dams have to be deep because
if they are shallow the evaporation is an im-
portant item. In some cases, the use of ti-
trees, wvhieh do not affect the water, has
been resorted to successfully as a covering to
prevent evaporation. The Water Supply De-
partuient and the agriculturists should give
consideration to this matter with a view to
arriving at somne scheme which will provide
the people with a permanent water supply.
The system in use in the mallce country of
Victoria would hardly be applicable hero be-
cause the country is more undulating in this
State. TIs Victoria the water is taken for
miles in open channels by gravitation and
the department will fill any sized dam that
is required. They specify that the settler
must have a 2,000-yard dam for every 640
avres, but if the farmer pats down a 10,000-
yard dam, the department will fill it with
water without extra charges being levied.
It would not be possible to supply water as
easily in this State as we have not the flat
country that exists in Victoria. In many
places, however, we have rock eatchinent areas
which lend themselves to the construction of
tanks and dams from which good permanent
supplies of water could be drawn. That can-
not be done in all eases, but I urge the Goy-
erment to put forward every endeavour to
solve the problem of giving the people a per-
nment water supply. The Minister referred
to the fact that a number of danms and wells
constructed by the Government had been neg-
lected by the people. The people should be
compelled to keep those conveniences in order
once they are constructed by the Government.
In one ease a windmill was sent to a district
ad I do not think it was ever put to use
at all. It was erected in a slipshod manner
and was blown to pieces. In most instances,
the people have to draw up the water from
wells by windlasses which is an antiquated
method. I trust the Government will look into
these matters with a view to furnishing ade-
quate water supplies.

lion. F. COLLIER (Bloulder) [11.251: 1
am disappointed that the Minister has not
made a definite statement thin evening regard-
ing a reduction in the price of water on the
goldfieldg. If these Estimates are passed and
the Government are allowed to go into recess,
nothing whatever will be (lone until Parlia-
ment meets again.

The Minister for Works: I can assure you
something will be done.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I have no doubt the
Minister will make investigations and cause
inquiries to be set on foot so that he can get
rports, ad so on, but no substantial reduc-
tion will he granted in the price of water.
The Government have been aware of the im-
proved position for six months. They have
known of it ever since the Premier returned
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in May or June. They were aware of the
fact that they were relieved from the neces-
sity of paying interest and sinking fund for
the future and that that represented some-
thing like £100,000. 1 do not know how much
more it will be. Surely something can be
done by the Government on behalf of the
consumers on the goldields. One of the first
things the present Government did on taking
offite was to reduce the price of water, drawn
from thle scheme, in the agricultural areas,
although I san pretty safe in saying that at
that particular ltle the department were
showing a loss4 on their operations in the
agricultural areas, Notwithistanding that
fact, the reduction was made for the benefit
of the agriculturists,

Mr. Harrison: No loss was made.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, there was a loss.
The Minister for Works: We reduced the

charges in some areas from as. to 2s., because
the adjacent districts were getting it at 28.

lion. P. COLLIER: But the fact remains
that when the reduction was made inl the agri-
cultural areas there was a loss.

The Minister for Works: I cannot say ex-
actly, as I have not the figures with me.

Hon. W. C. Angivin: I know that that is
so. The Minister said be would not make
the concession here and then went out and
did it as soon as Parliament closed up.

The Mlinister for Works: T did?
Hon. W. C. Angwiu: Yes, you did.
MrI. Harrison: And it was a very wise

action to take. It was a master stroke of
hi'sinesq.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If the Government can
make a concession of that kind, it is re-
garded in the agricultural districts as a Mas-
ter stroke of business.

Mr. Harrison: They made a profit by it.
Hon. W. C. Angwici: There is no profit

being made flow.
Hion. P. COLLIER: 'Will the nmember for

Avon (.Mr. Harrison), or the Minister, say
what the position is now?

Mfr. Harrison: took at the footnote at-
tached to the Estimates. It refers to the
rev-enue expected from the scheme.

lion. P. COLLIER: That is due to the fact
that the Government have been relieved from
the payment of interest and sinking fund
-this year.

'Mr. Mansic: In any case the footnote hag
no rioht to be there, according to what the
Premier said.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The fact is that the
Government made this concession in th'e agri-
cultural areas but they have not taken ay
stepas in the same directiolL in connection with
the goldfields areas. It is not unreasonable
to askc that the Minister should aive us some
definite statement before the Estimates are
passed. There has been ample time to go
into the matter and come to a decision.
Surely when the Government are relieved of
'tte responsibility of findirr £100.000 or more,
a Prorportion'of that amount could be given
by wa-v of relief to the consuimers on the
aoldflelds. We can never forget what the
industry has done for the State, Now that

mining can scarcely be carried on at a profit,
the Government, relieved of the sinking fund
payments, ought to be able to make some sub-
stantial concession to the industry. The
charge for rent of water meters ought to
be abolished within the next 24 hours. At one
time rent was charged on the ground that the
scheme "'as a losing proposition.

The Minister for Works: The meters cost
in repairs quite as much as is paid for them
in rent.

Ron. P. COLLIER: Meters in the metro-
politan area cost the same for repairs, yet no
rental charge is made. Once the defence was
that metropolitan consumers paid in rates
sufficient to cover the cost of the service ren-
dered including the cost of meter repairs-at
perfectly sound argument. But we have now
reached a similar stage on the goldfields.
Here we have a department showing a profit
of £52,000 for this year. There can be no
lonwzer the slightest justification for charging
meter rent. I hope the Minister will remove
that impost at once. But that slight con-
cession will not he regarded as sufficient re-
lief to the mining industry. With the depart-
ment showing a profit of 052,000, which is
most unusual-

M*r. Teesdale: Highly irregalar!

cHaon. P. COLLIER: Yes, it is. We are not
ciming the whole of that; we will be satis-

fied with a fair percentage of it. T am dis-
appointed that the Minister should not ber
able to giie 'is something definite about this.
The question has been raised for mouths past,
,and requests have been made to the Minister
to go into the matter and see what could be
done. Something in the way of finality ought
to bare been reached ere this, yet the Mfinis-
ter has nothing to say about a reduction in
the charges made for water. I want from the
Mhinister an naslrance that substantial relief
wvill lbe afforded. At least half the £52.000
ought to go to the consumers. That would
ix only 25 per cent, of the total p~ayments of
interest mlid sinking fund of which the Gov-
eminment have been relieved, for the Premier
said it represented approximately £100,000.

Mr. IHARRTRON (Avon) (1la7l: A little
while ago at Bruce Rock a deputntinn waited
on the Premier in respect of water su1plY.
Water for agriculture is of the utmost in-
portanee. We need assistance to conserve the
water supply. We have no rivers. no reser-
voira; of any moment; we have only the rain-
fall. and that requires to be conserved. From
that portion of my electorate around Wes-
tonin, east of the rabbit-proof fence, have
come requests for an extension of the water
suipply. Also on the north side of the rail-
way, some distance out from Mferredin, the
people want further assistance in that Te-
speet. I thought the M.Ninister would have
beard something from the Premier regarding
these depputations and would bare made a
statement to the Committee.

The 'Minister for Works: What chance has
a 'Minister to attend his office When we ore
sitting here day and night?
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Hon. W. C. Angwin: I suggest that pro-
gress be reported now.

Mr. HARRISON: Where rock out-crops
occur on the rises and the catehment is suffi-
cient, investigation would be warranted to
ascertain the capital expenditure necessary to
reticulate an area of the surrounding district
from sm6 a reservoir. The outlay on work
such as this would probably be recouped in
a very short apace of time. We require capi-
tal outlay for water supplies. There are
areas in which people are unable to carry
stock on account of the lack of water sup-
plies, andI the fact of their being depcndent
solely on wheat is not good from the point
of view of the State. The departmental
officials should be instructed to investigate
the capital cost of such works, and ascertain
wlhethecr the enterprise would warrant the
outlay. This matter has been brought under
my notice by one of the officers connected
with the Agricultural Rank and the Indus-
tries Assistance Board. A gentleman in the
Toodyay electorate sawv me on two occasions
and I spoke to the Premicr about it. This
matter should be followed up. I am with the
goldfield members in their desire to secure
water at a cheaper rate for the treating of
sands and slimes. I was surprised at the
Leader of the Opposition speaking as be did
regarding a reduction of the rate, because it
would he the means of bringing further rev-
enue to the department and to utilities such
as the railways consequent on the increased
number of stock which could be carried.

lHon. W. C. Ang-win: The more the rail-
ways carry, the more they lose, according to
your statement.

Mr. HARRISON: I said nothing of the
kind. If in the occupied areas water sup-
plies could be provided, it would be wvise to
find the money for them. Seone of the mines
were getting water for Is. 6d. a thousand
gallons years before we in the agricultural
areas received any reduction. I am convinced
that the heavier the cohaumption of water
consequent on supplying it at a reduced rate,
the heavier ill be the returns of revenue
.accruing from increased production. If the
benefit is not reaped by the Water Supply
Department it will certainly be reaped by
other utilities.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [11.441: I have been trying to look
up the figures in the reports and have been
unable to find any expenditure for the agri-
cultural areas, with the exception of the
capital co~'t. There are no figures showing
the quantity of water supplied.

The Minter for Works: You mean from
the Goldfields water scheme?

Hon. W. C. ANGWflN: Yes.
The .Minihter for Works; You would not

find those figures.
Hon. W. V. ANOWIN: The Avon district

is supplied from the water scheme, but the
quantities of water supplied are not shown.
The revenue last year was £13,443 and the
cost of- putting the water pipes in was £128,

335. Seve per cent, on that sum represents
£8,982, and after paying interest there
would not be much left to meet the
cost of pumping, the cost of the main
and the head works. The accounts should
show bow these supplies pay. It is gen-
erally believed that the goldfields are get-
ting all the benefit from the water scheme.
For years we have heard it said, ''Look what
we are paying on the Goldfields water scheme.
We are paying about £80,000 a year to sup-
Ply water to the goldfields.' As a matter of
fact that water is distributed through agri-
cultural towns and distrietp right along the
railway line, and much of the loss is due to
the supplies between Mfuadaring and the gold-
fields and not to the goldfields at all. It is
only right that a statement should be pre-
sented to Parliament in the form it used to
take. In the first year the Minister for
Works was here, we could consult the figures
and decide whether it was a fair proposition.
I got into hot water for supporting the Min-
is-ter. I was accused of being antagonistic to
the agicultural areas, because I expressed the
bplief that the Minister was justified in mak-
ing charges approximate the cost of the ser-
vice. There was, no allowance for head works
or pumping. All that was charged was in-
terest, sinking fund and a little for the water
distributed. Then is soon as Parliament
closed down the Minister reduced the rate
and, for the amount previously paid, sup-
plied double the quantity of water. These
Estimates should have ahowa the exact po-
sition in the agricultural districts. Last ses-
sion I asked for a return, and though it was
not compiled to the (late of presentation, it
contained sufficient information to show we
were losing £8,000 or £9,000 a year. It would
be i-ell for members to realise that there
are other places besides the metronolitian area
which are a drag on the revenue of this State.
Some members in the present Parlianxtnt-1
have not known of it in any other Parli-
ment-seen, to think that every penny of the
deficit represents expenditure in the metro-
prolitan area, and that none of the money has
been spent in the country. The lnst return 1
saw showed a loss of about £0,000 a Year. At
the cheap rate of supply from the goldfiellds
main, the engineer said the price charged
would not pay for delivery at the point of
distribution. I l,ope the 2.finirter will give
us the figures. The great demand that is
made upon him by some sections of the com-.
munity is such that he may Avant some as-
sistance from us.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W.
.T. Oeorg e-Murray-Wellington-in reply)
Fil.-521: Goldfields members have made a
legitimate inquiry as to whether or not the
transactions concerning the sinking fund
made by the Premier in London will or will
not bring about a reduction in the price of
water on the goldfields. T should he sorry
if I thought they had the idea that the Gov-
ernment were trying to lay aside this ques-
tion. The Mfinister for Mines and I have not
had an opportunity to go into it. While Par-
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liament is sitting Ministers have every nerve
strained to cary on current inatters.

Hon. W. C. Angwia: I have no sympathy
with the Premier because he keeps us here.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: flea we
get into recess the matter will have my seri-
ous attention and that of the 'Minister for
Mines. When we have investigated it we
shall have to see what view the Treasurer
takes of it. The report of the Public Works
Department shows a deficit for last year to
the 30th June of £ 116,000, which included
£07,000 for sinking fund. These figures must
cause the Minister in charge to be careful.
It is anticipated that the revenue this year
will be £185,000 and the cost of operations
£132,000. From these figures the Leader of
the Opposition infers that the apparent profit
should be utilised to assist mine owners to
find a more profitable outturn from their
mines. This point will he gone into. The
member for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe referred to
the pipes of the Golden Ridge water
scheme. If the pipes are not being used
and their quality is good enough to 'warrant
ns in moving them, they will certainly
be made use of instead of a demand being
made upon the Treasury for cash to bay
other pipes. T san not aware that the pipes
taken fron BulonZ are in the condition
stated. With regard to the pipe line to
Golden Ridge, I went over the giound with
Mr. O'Brien, and with Mr. McQueen, the
engineer at Kalgoorlie. I was assured they
had made tests and that the pipes were fit to
be transferred to MVeekathanra. The reason
wly they were not transferred there, where
tb-y are needed, is that funds were not avail-
able for the toryins out of the work. If
there is gold in the district and a reasonable
hone of development occurring there, well and
good. 'We would not be justified in moving
the pipes unless and until we are satisfied
that the reported gold finds are of no
value. I am not anxious to pull up
pipes merely for the sake of doing so, nor
am I anxious to make a cell upon the Treas-
urer if other means can be found for utilis-
ine material that exists in different parts of
t~e State. I will make inquiries into this
matter.

Mr. Minsie: What is the size of the pipes
between lakeside and Boorara?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I believe
they are Sin. pipes. I have noted what has
been said about cheaper water, and inquiries
will be made into the question. If the de-
mand for water from the Mundaring weir en
route to Kalgoorlie is such as to allow a cer-
tain quantity only to be delivered at Kal-
goorlie, and the demand at Kalgoorlie is
greater than the supply, it is reasonable that
the question of allo*ingy a proportion of salt
water to be used should be considered. If
we cannot deliver the goods, 'we cannot stifle
on industry by a dog-in-the-manger policy.
The Government would not be likely to adopt
such a policy. 'Meter rents have been referred
to. From my experience of the metropolitan
Area water supply during the last two or

three years, it seems to me just that a charge
should he made for meters.

flon. W. 0. Angwia: You do not pay for
a grocer 's scales when lie weights out 1 lb.
of sngar.

The MIEiSTER FOR WORKS: No. The
cost of repairing and replacing meters is a
very heavy charge upon the department in
the metropolitan area and in Kalgoorlie.

Mr. 1mnsie: They often get corroded here.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS-, I hav~e

discussed with the engineer in charge whether
it would not be better to take away all mneters
in certain parts rather than incur the eee
ncessary upon repairs. We have a staff of
10 or 12 at Lottus-street, who devote most of
their time to looking after the 20,000 meter.
in the metropolitan area. The time is fast
coming when the question of the price of
water in the metropolitan area will have to
be considered by Parliament, with a view to
manking ends meet. A goldfields member
pleaded the ease of men out of work, or only
partially employed. The bon. member urged
that in such cases payment of meter rents
should not be insisted upon. If there are any
genuine cases of the kind, in connection with
either meter rents or water rates, there is no
desire in the department to behave harshly.
The State has a right to be paid for services
rendered, hut the State cannot be a hard and
fast machine, without considerstion for people
mho have been overtaken by misfortune. If
such eases are brought before the Minister
for Water Supply, he will attend to them.
The member for Pin gelly gave us a most
interesting address on water supply in Vic-
toria. I only wish we had here the favour-
able conditions obtaining there. But we have
not. 'We cannot sink dams so cheaply here
as they can in Victoria, or as they could a
few years ago. When r stated that nearly
half 9 million pounds had been spent upon the
sinking of wells and dams in the agricul-
tural areas, T was well within the mark. The
department have had quite a number of re-
quests for dams, either directly, or through
the Premier or visiting lifnisters. It has
been quite impossible to accede to those re-
quests. A 3,000-yard dam put down by the
eno'ineers would cost £20f0 or more, and that
feet makes the matter a serious one for the
Treasurer. To put a hole into the ground is
one thina. bit in many cases lining and fenc-
ing would be required, and these things in-
valve much more expense. The member for
Pin-rily remarked that farmers had been
quoted £50 or Efl per thousand acres for
water from the goldfields scheme. I interjected
that the farmers had expressed their wiling-
ness and ability to pay that amount, and that
the Deputy Leader of the Country Party-
irhosi' electorate includes Totadfrin-had as-
su red me-IT presume he has assured the Pre-
mie~r also-that the farmers can pay that
charge mid 'will pay it. I feel, like the mem-
her for Pingelly, that when once the Gov-
ernnment rilt the water into those districts at
a cost of £100,000 or £120,000. they might re-
ceive payment of the rates so long as things
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went all right, bunt that if a lean period eame
to the farmers the G'overnment might have fo
whistle for their money. However, the re-
quest will be fully considered. Undoubtedly
die water question must be faced by the Gov-
erment with a determination to beat it:
otherwise the farmer cannot and wvill not
stay. That is a consideration which must
weigh with those who take the responsibility
of what shall be done. I am glad the miem-
her for Pingelly agreed with the Government
that where danms and wells are put down,
those who benefit by them should care for
the maintenance. That is the only fair and
honest wvay of dealing with the matter. The
Leader of the Opposition expressed himself
as incredulous regarding any substantial re-
duction being made in the price of water
once these Estimates arc passed. While I carrot
give the hon. gentleman any assurance in the
matter, I repeat that the Minister for MIines
and the Minister for Water Supply will go
seriously into the whole question so soon as
they havo a chance, in recess, of tackling
their work. The Leader of the Opposition
suggested that the £52,000 shown as pros-
pective profit of the department should be
shared by the consumers. I have taken a
note of the suggestion, and in the represen-
tations which I shall shortly he making for
the Treasurer's consideration that point will
not be overlooked. The Westonia water sup-
ply I will have inquired into, and will advise
the hon. member concerned as p~romptly as
possible. I think there is something in his
idea that, provided the money can he found,
we should utilise such rocky catchments as
exist to conserve water. I will see that that
matter receives consideration. The member
for North-East Fremantle referred to an omis-sion in the financial statement of the depairt.
ment.

Hon. W. 0. Angwin: It was the same last
year.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I assure
the bon. member that that has not been done
with any idea of misleading the Committee.
The revenue accounts of each department will
he found on pages 6 and 7 of the Estimates.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The revenue is there,
but the expenditure is not.

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: That point
also I note. If the bon. member will move
for a return, I will have the information got
out and placed at his service. Any further
information the Committee may desire I
shall be glad to furnish.

Hon. P. Collier: The information as to rev-
enue is of very little value without the cor-
responding information as to expenditure.

Vote put and passed.

Vote-Government Refrigerating Works,
£5,604-agreed to.

Vote-Kalgoorlie Abattoirs, £3,619:
Mr. LUTEY: The revenue from the Kal-

gorlie abattoirs in 1921-22 was £;4,633, and
the expenditure £8,157, leaving a profit of
£1,476. Notwithstanding that protit, it is
proposed to increase the charge for bullocks

by 6d. and the charge for sheep by id. per
hied. At Midland -function the charges are
3s. 6d. and 6d. per head, respectively, these
charges including fees for water, etc.,
At Kalgoorlie the present charges levied are
4s. 66. p or head for ballocks and Is. 1d. for
sheep. In addition there has to be paid 1d.
per day water fees for cattle and id. per
dlay for sheep. On top of that, although
there is already paid so much more than is
charged at the Midland Junction ahattoirs,
it is proposed to levy an extra fee of 6d. per
head for bullocks and Id. per head for sheep.
This is most unjust. I do not see why the
goldfields people should be taxed so much
more heavily than those using the Midland
Junction works. I hope the Minister will
look into the question wnd see if he cannot
moike a reduction, rather than an increase in
the charges, seeing that a profit has been
derived from the Kalgoorie abattoirs. There
are one or two other matters which should he
remedied. For instance, the pens for sheep
are not covered. Hlon. members can under-
stand what it means to pen up sheep in hot
weather, without any cover. On days when
the temperature is 110 degrees in the shade,
the water that the sheep have to drink be-
comes quite hot. It is cruelty to animals to
permit this to continue. Only half of the
bullock pens are covered, and in the drying
yards the skins and bides hare to lie ex-
posed to the rain in winter and the hot sun
in sumumer. This must mean a loss of hun-
dreds of pounds to the goldfields people.
These matters should be remedied asi soon as
possible. The value of the skins and hides
deteriorates considerably both in summer
and winter owing to the condition of the
yards. There is another matter affecting
the abattoirs which could easily be rectified.
There is hot and cold water available, but
there is no room where the men can change.
They have to sit around in various places to
eat their crib and when they want to change
after work, some do so in the sheep pens,
while others have to go to other parts of the
abattoirs. A small expenditure only would
he required to remedy this position. I
biought up this matter before and I under-
stood that the Minister was favourable to
making the necessary improvements so as to
provide the men with a room in which to
change. I trust these matters will receive
consideration.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The financial position regarding the Kalgoor-
lie ahattoirs at the moment is not such ca
the member for Erownbill-Ivanhoe suggested.
Naturally havinq regard to the financial
position, the consumers always have to pay
and we have had to increase the charges to
make ends meet, if possible. Immnediately
T found it was necessary to increase the
charges, I wrote to the members for the dis-
tricts affected, namely, Kalgoorlie and Bouli.
der.

.Mr. Monsie: The abattoirs happened to
be in my electorate. You did not notify me.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The comparison between the Midland June-
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lion and Kalgoorlie ahattoirs is hardly a fair
one, because we put through at Midland
Junction as much stock in one day as is put
through at ]Knlgoorlie in a week. If more
stock were put through on the fields, we
would be able to reduce the prices. At Kal-
goorlie ia 1914 the kill totalled 70,741,
whereas last year it totalled 56,274. How-
ever, I will look into these matters, includ-
ing the question of the accommnodation for the
men.

Mr. MUTNSIE: I em pleased that the
member for Browahill-Tranhee raised thne
question of the increased prices levied upon
the goldfields people. nlow can any private
member uinderstand anything about the fin-
ances when the Estimates are prepared in
their pre-ent form? I do not doubt the
Minister's word but the Estimates are is-
Rued practically as a balance sheet, If the
figures discloqed do not show the actual posi-
tion at Kaliroorlie abattoirs, how can we
be nxne-ted to understand what it really is?

The Minister for Agriculture- I spoke of
the rosition as it is at the present moment.
The Estimates disclose the position at the
endl of the financiai year.

Mr. MTJNSIE: The Estimates show that
you received £4,633 in revenue.

The Premier: Interest had to go on to
that.

Mr. WfUNSIE: Why is not the interest
tneh'ded in the items?

The Premier: It never is included in the
Estimates.

Mr. 'MUNSIE: Taking the figures as they
appear in t e Esztimates, they show that there
was an a tuial profit of £C1,476. If the revenue
gave that increase over the actual expendi-
bure, it jcl not right to put up the charges at
the sbattoirs. The Kalgoorlie people have
been willing payers all through, and the mis-
take we have made is that we have not car-
ried onr r-rotcsts further. Why does the Min-
ister want to increase the cast this year?

The 'Minister for Agriculture: I told you
they were showing a loss.

'Mr. MlUNSIE: Thea why is it not shown
here? What is the use of Estimates such
as these?

Hon. P. COLLIER: When the Minister
says they show a loss I take it he means
including interest. What the capital ex-
penditure has been we do not know. I
should Fke to know whether, when any
works in other parts of the State begin to
show a loss, the charges are increased in
order to cover it.

The Premnier: Of course they are-
Hlon. P. COLLIER: I do not think so. In

agricultuiral areas losses are made in many
Government undertakings notwi t hstanding
which the charges are not increased.

The Premier: So, too, on the goldields, in
works such' as water supplies.

Hon. P. COLLIER: But water supplies
outside the scheme are free. In agricul-
tural nras. on water supolies apart from the
scheme, there has been much greater
capital expenditure than on similar sup-
plies on the golddields. Yet immediately

there is a loss on the goldields, up go the
charges. Scarcely ever are charges in the
agricultural areas increased. Indeed they
are decreased, even in respect of concerns
showing a loss, as in the instance of the
scheme wrater.

Mr. Harrison: Wt pay 2s. 6d. per thou-
sand gallons for water.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not know how
long metropolitan members will continue to
submit to nearly the whole of the expendi-
ture of the State going to one part of the
State where great losses are incurred, while
people in the metropolitan area are called
upon to pay every time. The very tram
fares are increased in order to cover losses
in the agricultural areas,

Mr. Harrison: The railway fares also have
been increased.

Hon. P. COLLIER: But the tramway
service shows a profit, without any in-
creased charges. It is time the people in
the agricultural areas had their charges in-
vrea'edl, if charges are to he increased in
respect of other sections of the community.
Immediately there is a proposal to spend
money on the provision of necessary facili-
ties in the metropolitan area, members on
the cross benches explode and threaten the
very existence of the Governument, There
must be no expenditure in the eity. All
the money is wanted for the agricultural
area;, and if the Government dare to spend
any more money on tramway extensions,
out they go. That is the threat held over
the Premier.

The Premier: Oh no,
Hion. P. COLLIER: If I represented a

city electorate I would not so tamely sit
down and be content with the wretched
water service, and have increased tram
fares heaped on me and my constituents. I
never knew so silent a gang of members es
those representing metropolitan electorates.

Mr. Jiesse: That is a gag.
Hon. P. COLLIER: It is not a gag. It is

a fact. Is it not a fact that the profit
made on the tramways is paid into revenue?

Myt. Piesse: Is it not a fact that C-oomnl-
ling pays Os. per thousand gallons for its
water?

Hron. P. COLLIER: I do not know.
Mr, Munsie: No consumer on the fields

gets a gallon at less than Gs. Od. per
thousand gallons.

Hon. P. COLLIERt: Is 'it logical that be-
cause Goomalling pays 8s. per thousand
gallons therefore everything I am saying is
merely a gag? The hon. member declared
my remark to be a gag, and in proof of
that he says Goomalling pays 8s. per thou-
sand gallons for water.

The CHAIRMAN: I think we are wander-
ing from the division.

.Hon. P. COLLIER:- We are dealing with
increased charges on the goldfields.

Hlon. W. C. Angwin: At Goomalling they
d~o not use much water at 8s. per thousand,
for thuy j aid only £640 last year.

Hon, P. COLLIER:- If metropolitan mem-
bers had any regard for the interests of
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their constituents they would not tamely
sit down and submit to this sort of thing.

The Premier: The abattoirs ought to pay.
Honl, P. COLLIER: Yes, so long as equal

treatment is meted out everywhere. If
concerns in other parts of the State had to
pay higher charges, I should net complain
of the abattoirs being made to pay. I
object to a goldfields concern being Singled
out as one which must be made to pay when
nmnny other services rendered by the Gov-
ernment are not required to pay.

The Premier: Yes, they arc.
Hon. P. COLLIER: They are not; I could

name no end of them.
Hon. W,. C. Aagwini: I suggest that the

Government get £30,000 from the Gascoyas
Vermin Board.

The CHAIRMAN: There is no mention
of the Gascoyne Vernmin Board in these
Estimates.

Hon. P. COLLIER: You, Mr. Chairman,
know the position in the Gascoyne district
where the people repudiated their contract
and refused to pay. Are they paying any-
thing now? I suppose the amount is carried
over as a liability.

The CHAIRMAN: The district of Gas-
coyne is not under discussion at present.

Hon. P, COLLIER:. I admit it is a big
step from the Kalgoorlie abattoirs to Gas-
coyne. I do not blame the Government for
making charges to cover the cost of services
rendered, but this princip~le should be
applied all round. Talk about spoils to the
victors!

The Minister for Agriculture:- The killing
is decreasing and I do not think the
butchers have put tip their prices.

Hion. P. COLLIER: Of course none of
these people put tip their charges.

The Minister for Agriculture: It will not
result in any alteration in the price of moat
at Kalgoorlie.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If the extra charges
levied work out at a farthing, the difference3
is overcome by adding 3/2d. to time retail
price.

The Minister for Agriculture : -I we
charge an extra Is. per bullock, it would be
infinitesimal in the, retail price.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I remember a wages
board decision in 'Victoria which gave milk
carters an increase in wages. The increase
involved one dairyman in an extra otutlay of
13 per week, but he increased the price of
milk to bring in £30 a week, so that as a
result of that decisionl he gained £27 a week.

Mr. Pickering: Ho showed business
acumen.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is the principle
usuallf adopted. While the Labour Gov-
ernment were in office railway rates were
increased slightly, and the business people
onf Kalgoorlie and Boulder immediately in-
creased the price of their commodities. The

pric of sugar was increased by Id. per lb.,
wid the people were told it was due to the
increased railway rate. Yet the increase in
the railway rate per lb. of sugar was an
almost infinitesimal fraction of a penny. 2
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do not know whether the butchers will make
this an excuse for increasing the price of
ineat, but I hope the charges on the fields
will not be increased more than is necessary.

Vote put and passed.
Vote-Metropolitan Area Abattoirs and

Sale Yards, £15,590:
Ron. IV. C. AINOWIN: Is there any

intention Uf closing down the Government
abattoirs at Fremantle?

'Tho MINISTER FRo AGRICULTURE:
None whatever. We have leased the Union
and Anchorage abattoirs, and we cannot see
that there will be any necessity to close them
down until we review the whole abattoirs
policy.

Hion. W. C. Angwin: The butchers of
Frenmantle think they will have to go to the
freezing works.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
If the freezing works are good enough to
slaughter stock for export, I see no reason
why these works, when completed, should not
be proclaimed as ahattoirs. When the Ab-
battoirs Act came into force in 1909, every
slaughter yard in the metropolitan area was
automatically closed. Since that time any-
one who has built works has known be took
[he risk of their not being proclaimed as Gov-
ernment abattoirs. If it should happen that
the new works are proclaimed as abattoirs
for local killing, I think we shall have to
bring dur own abattoirs at Midland Junc-
tion on to more modern lines, and provide
them with better equipment. We shiall have
to continue the present abattoir system for
Solle time.

Hll. W. 0. ANOWIN: Immediately the
Government close their old abattoirs there
will be nothing left for the butchers of the
Fremantle district but a private monopoly.
They object to that. They prefer to carry
on the present system, anid to do their own
killing, rather than he compelled to come
under the control of a company. Why should
the Government drive these people into the
hands of n private company?

The Minister for Agriculture: We are not
drivn them.

Ho.W. C. ANGIWUN: It is rumoured
that tisR is their intention.

The Minister for Agriculture: There is
-no foundation for it.

Raon. W. C. ANGWTN: The quantity
of beef that is available will be insufficient
for export.

The 'Minister for Agriculture: They must
be proclaimed abattoirs.

Honl. W. C. ANOWIN: They are pro-
claimed. I do not say that the Works are
not suitable as abattoirs, but I want to pre-
vent thme Government from closinz them down
and driving tbe- butchers into the hands of
a monopoly.

The Minister for Agriculture: I will give
you my 'word on tlhat score.

Vote put and passed.

Progress reported.
Ifoumse adjourned at 12.45 a.m. (Friday.)


